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8 THE CRITIC:

gold miners, tho candle machines being of the latest pattorn, During the
excavations at Pompeii, it is stated, n complete Soap-boiling cstablishmont,
and eoap iu 8 good stato of preservstion woero discovered, but we have iittle
doubt, were these anciont Pompeiang to come to lifo agsin, wo could givo
them points, and that a peop into 8 modorn soap-making establishment, such
as tho  Justice Soap " factory on Argylo St., would make them opon their
oyoes,

The annual meoting of tho Nova Scotia sugar refinery company was held
on Tuesday. It is said that tho not profits of the year woere $213,000. Out
of this tho capital stock of thy company was doubled. Twonty-five por
cont was declured in dividends and bonus, and the sum of §150,000 was
carried to resorve account. The operations of tho refinery wore pheno-
meonally succossful this year, Two years ago the originnl company was a
complots wreck and was wiped out of oxistenco. The new company
undertook a great riek, but it turned out a bozanza. Thoy are to Lo con-
gratulatod upon thoir excellent managemont,

Jamos Harris & Co., of St, John are building 50 flat cars for the I. C. R,
and 75 flat cars, 55 box carg and 2U cattlo care for tho Quobec Contral rail-
way. They are also converting 30 flat cars into box cars for the Temiscouata
aaillway. The capacity of their works is threo box cars or four flat cars

aily.

g

PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW,

In giving to our readers a calm and dispassionate reviow of parlismentary
maiters, wo shall us in provious years ondeavor to give the pith of what is
said by tho members on cither side of the Speaker's chair, leaving to our
subscribers tho responeibility of judging of the relative forco or weskness of
cithor side in tho discussion of any particular question.

In oponing the third session of tho sixth Parlisment of Canads, Lord
Stanley, the new Governor General, m-de & most ploasing impression and it
1s vafo to prodict that both ho and Lady Stanley will become more and more
popular as they becomo known to the people.

The Speech from the throve was certainly not striking in originality or
startling in its propositions, and in this respect it may prove a disappoint.
mont to some Canadians, who think that unless the Dominion is extonding its
territory, and taking in new provinces, or building coutinental railways, the
country must bo sinking into a lethargic s*ate, but tho truth is, that with
tbe oxception of Newfoundland and Alaska, and possibly the Now 1'ngland
States, wo have all the territory wo require, and that our Contivental railway
now being nearly completed, wo must look to great oceabic steamships lines
as the propeg channel to give vent to that restless progressiveness which is
go characteristic of us as a people.

Lord Stanloy, after roferring to the pleasure which it afforded him as
Govornor General of tho Dominion to meet his Parliamentary advisors,
commented on the failure of the fisheries treaty, taking the ground that
Canada must now revert to the provisions of the treaty of 1818. It is
note-worthy that the Governor General in speaking of Canada and the United
States refers {o them as two nations, this is placing the Dominion in its
proper position as a nation within the British Empire, and not as a moere
Colonial possession or dependency of Great Britain,

Beveral government measures relative to changes in tho eloctoral list, and
laws as to bills of exchange, cheques, and promissory notes, etc., were mado
Tho matter of subsidising fast steamers to connect Britain with our Atlantic
coast and China and Japan with our Pacific coast, is to be considered, as
also trade relations between the Dominion on the oue side and Austraiia,
South America and the Weat Indies on the other.

The report of tho Royal Commission upon labor is to be laid Lefore
Parliament at an early day.

The address in reply to tho Speech from the Throme was moved by

* young Mr. White of Cardwell, and seconded by Mr. LePine, the labor

representative from Montreal East, The maiden Parliamentary speeches of
these gontlomen are s2id to be creditable to them.

Hon. Wilfred Laurier, leader of the opposition, in cormmenting upon the
Speech from the Throne, condemned the narrow policy of the Government in
not seeking to extend trade relations with tho United States. Taken
altogether his rewarks were moderate in tone.

Sir John Macdonald, in replying to Houn. Mr. Laurier, said that in view
of the position taken by the United States authorities, be could not see that
our desiro for oxtended irade relations with that country was likely to
produco any good results.

Up to tho dato of going to press, little business of importanco had beon
transscted by the house.

Notice of numerous questions had been given, but the solid work of the
Session had scarcoly commenced.

It is gonerally believed that the Sessivn wiil bo one of the shortest on
record.

COMMERCIAL.

‘That the condition of our winter trade vory largely depends on the kind
of winter weathor with which we are favored has been fully oxemplified
this scason.  Severo frosts lasting a fow hours, alternated with mild, “balmy”
ajrs covering the major portion of the time, have characterized the season.
Tho result has been that, practically, our great wintor industries are parslized.
No ice has beon cut so far, Lumbormen have recalled their gangs of men
and horses from the woods, whore they have been * eating their heads off”
in cuforced idlencss. Even the usual winter fishories havo been reduced to
s minimuw. This condition of aflairs has provented workiug peoplo from

being in a position to purchase thoir ordinary supplics of food, fuel and
clothing. Then, again, the fruit erop—particularly of applos—ivas, lnst
summer, larger than could bo profitably handled, sud heavy losses wore the
consoquonce. Tho prospects for the noxt summer are not oncournging., In
largo sections of the Province the plum, apple, pear snd othor fruit trocs,
undor tho gonial influonco of tho last two wooks of Docombor and the first
two of January, put forth  buds” which Iatoer frosts have dostroyoed, and it
]is lg]onomlly anticipated that the crops of tho summer of 1889 will be very
ight.

Tho following aro tho Assignmonts and Busiuness Changos in this Provinco
during the past wook :—Fraser Bros., machinists, Now Glasgow, N, S,
admitted A. T, Fraser, partnor; Fox & Sutherland, sailmakors, Parsboro,
Nova Scotia, dissolved, bueiness conducted by TFox; Geo. McCabo,
blacksmith, Pictou, Nova Scotia, assigned to J. J. McCabo in trust
for benofit of ecreditors; 1. T. Gilroy & Co., goneral storo, Oxford,
Nova Scotia, assigned to R. Wood and M. D. Prodoll, in trust for
bonefit of creditors ; Malcolm Matheson, tailor, Beddeck, sold out apd gone
to British Columbia; R, Taylor & Co., boots and shoces, Halifax, sold out
rotail business to T. G. A. Wilson ; Lynch Bros., goneral storo, Digby, N.S.,
Wum. B.,, Geo, 1. D. and Thos. H. G. Lynch, co-partnorship rogistored Jan.
24, '89 ; Chas, T'raser, goneral store, Spring 1lill, assigned to C. D. Jonos;
McGrogor & Knight, (ustato of) stock advertised for sale by tender.

Bradstreet's roport of the weck’s failuroes :

Weok Prov. Weoks corresponding to
Fob. 1. week., ~——Fob, 1——n Failures for the year to date,
1889 1889 1888 1887 1886 1889 1838 1887 1886
United States.. 204 331 280 242 288 1606 1482 1497 1652
Canada........ a3 32 50 33 3 182 202 125 134

Dry Goons.—Iu dry goods most of our wholesale houses roport that
they have accon lishod & somewhat increased volume of business, but the
complaint is gencral that paymonts are slowor thon oxpected. This is not
a mattor of surprise, as country merchants have had hard work to disposo
of their stocks, and when thoy have done so it has been chiofly on credit,
which is contingent upon their customers disposing of what produce they
have in stock or what the coming season may bring to thom. This is cor-
tainly not a satisfactory stato of business, but it scems to be tho best that
many country merchaats can do.

Iron, HARDWARE aND METALS.—Tho pig-iron market has beon without
noticaklo chango. Ouly a fow lots aro reported to have been sold, but at
stendy prices. It is unticipated that tho prices of Canada plates will soon
mako an advance, as thoy are alloged to be now offered at loss than they can
be imported at. Warrants in Glasgow are cabled at 41s. No. 3 foundry
iron at Middl~sborough, 33s. 6d. to 33s. 9d. Ingot copper, Chili, G. M. B,
bars, and Lnglish and Spanish soft lead are ststionary in the London
market. Tho position of the United States iron and steel market is a
waiting one. Ordors at present aro slow, but men interested in foundries
say that as goon as the spring fairly opens the demand for iron in all its
shapes, ospecially stoel rails, girder iron, and heavy work generally, will be
as yeat as thoy will be able to meat.

Breapstorrs.—The local demand for flour continues slow and the mar-
Lot has ruled quiet and steady without any featuro of importance to note.
The volume of business transacted bas been slight, there being only a small
jobbing demand. Boerbohm’s cuble says :—** Cargoes off const, wheat inac-
tive, corn nil; do on passage and for prompt shipment, whoat-buyers are
holding off ; corn quiet but steady. California wheat, off coast, 37s. to 37s.
6d.; do promptly to be shipped, 37s. 9d.; do nearly due 37s. 3d. In
Liverpool spot wheat and corn are more eaquired for. No. 2 Club Caleutta
whoat, ox-ship, 34s.; prosent and following month 33s. 94, American
mixed maize ex-ship 20s. 3d. Minneapolis straight flour 26s. 6d. Austral-
ian wheat off coast 37e. 9d.; present and following month 38s. 6d. Chilian
wheat do 36s. Gd.; present and following month 36s. 9d. Walla-Walla
wheat, do 36s.; present and following month 37s. French country markets
slow. Flour in Paris firm. Spot wheat at Antwerp quiet.” In Chicago
thero has beon a weaker foeling in wheat. Thoe market is quiet and trading
less active, quotations being by late advices 943c. Fobruary, 97%c. May, 89c.
July. On the other hand corn was stronger and moved npo to 35§c. Feb-
ruary, 355¢ March, 36gc. May. Oats wore firmer and improved to 237c.
Fobruary, 27£c. May, 27§ June. Tho Now York market has boen faint-
hearted. Reports from Lurope that the port of Odessa is free of ico have had
o deprossing effect.  Howover it is noticoable that the ¢ boars” talk but do
not act. The Mark Lane Express in its weekly roview of the grain trade
says : “ The delivery of English wheat was heavy. Inforior grades wore
offered as low as 263, and sound at 36s. Ordinary sanples of 1888 corn
declined 1s, Tlour was 6d. lower, both for Amorican and English, Foreiza
whoat dropped 1s. Corn declined 1s. The imports were heavy. They are
calculated at over 150,000 quartera. Twelvo cargoes of whent arrived during
the week. At Monday’s market Lnglish wheats wero in bad condition and
declined 1s. White foreign was ls, and red 6d. cheaper. Qats wero
depressed. The deliveries in London within tep days amounted to 200,000
quartors. Prices declined 3d. Corn was 3d. cheaper.” It is estimated that
tho consumption of flour and wheat in the United Kingdom during the past
waek excoeded the farmers’ deliveries of native wheat and the importation of
foreign flour and wheat by a quantity equivalent to 929,464 bushels of whoat ;
consequontly the supply in the United Kingdom has decroased to that oxtent.
Tho amount of wheat and flour now in transit to Europe, with the visiblo
supply of wheat in the United Statos and Canada, is eqvivalent to 53,403,
734 bushols of whoat, against 54,065,081 bushels ono year ago, and of corn,
17,083,609 bushels, against 10,205,763 bushels.

Provisions.—Buginess in local p1ovisions has been very quiet In con-
sequenco trade has been of merely a jobbing character, The movemont in
pork was hight, owing to tho fact that packors gonerally aro at presont holding



