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Avris, §

Whon ut Windsor, tho disungrecable order
camo that the Nuval Brigade were to give
the Rlescuec over to the crow sont from the
Aurora, undor command of Liout. Fairlie,

. N.  This appeared very hard aftor the
{nbor they had ex})omlod in cleaning and
fitting.herup. Tho Brigado was then or-
dered to go to Toronto and take chargo of
the stoamer Magnet, which thoy did, arriving
m Toronto on Fridey, and went aboard the
Magnet at 3 p. m., thesamo day, thoroughly
tired out 5 none of the men having had any
sloep sinco thoy loft Toronto, on Mondny
moming. The same ecvening they wore
supplied with mattrassea—what a Iuxury?
Meon whose most comfortable placo of rest
was the wat side of a deck, to be supplied
with mattrasses! Was the Government not
afraid that this great kindnoess, coming so
unoexpectedly, would injure tho happy ro-
cipients? but it didn't. They were now
really comfortable, butalas how shortlived
was their comfort. Un tho following day
they were told that their services were no
longer required afloat, and sent home like a
bundle of cast off clothing.

‘This ended their career as a Naval corps.
They had been put afloat without the firat
thing requisite to comfort, except that which
was supplied by their worthy Captain, out
of his own private purse, and for which he
never received tho slightest remuncration
from the Government. Tho loss to him
must havo been very great.  While on the
Rescue thore was no protection from the
weather whatever, and during the five days
that the men were aboard her they were
constently exposed to the wind and weather
without the barest necessaries of life.

After tho excitement had subsideq, seaing
there was no chance of getting their rights
as sailors, they forwarded their resignations
to the Governor General, which were re.
ceived, and thus became extinct, thereby
ending the career of one of the finest corps
in the Province, a corps of which every citi-
zen of Toronto felt justly proud. Since then
all the Naval Corps of the Province have
resigned ; even the gallant Dunville Brigade,
which did such excellent servicein company
with the Welland Battery at Fort Erie.

Itis really & pity that our Government
do not encourage such institutions., With
the vast frontier which we have, most of
which admits of naval defence, it is neces.
sary that a portion of our Volunteer force
should be trained to work guns afloat, and
alzo make themselves qualified to handle
gunboats in such 3 manner as to make
them effective in checking the landing of
any enemy on our shores. I hope ournew
Mititia Bill provides for this branch of our
sarvice, and that ere long we shall have a
Canadian Navy of which we can be justly
proud.

Your humble servant,
A Sawox.

To the Editor of THE VOLUNTEER REVIRW.

Dear Sir;—For the succinct, yet not the
less intelligible synopsis of the strength,
resources &c., of the British Navy with
which a correspondent favors the readers of
the Review, I, as one of them, hold myself
much indebted. But howaver valuable the
information afforded, or indisputable the
statistics elaborated, yet your correspondent
has further claims npon our regard, through
the unmistakable tone of true British senti.
ment which pervades all he says.

It has occurred tome that awriter of such
ability and general knowledge of nautical

mattors might bo induced to porform a vory
nocossary, and to him, I presume, not un-
goninl task of dissipating much of tho halo
of glory which America claims to have
crowned hor frigato actisns in 1812.13. All
I can gloan from English accounts and what
I havo henard from naval officors engaged in
theso actions, so decidedly conflicts with
American Naval history, that thoro cannot
be n doubt that a fair statoment of the rela
tive power of tho ships engaged, in men,
guns and scantling, would pale our neigh-
bor's lauraels, and give your readers a proper
estimato of Yankeo invincibility. ‘Ihe
sproad eagleism which permeustes moro or
less overything Amorican, has of course
taken 1ts wildest and most lofty flight on the
wings of & mendacious literature, and that
litoraturo has for years overshadowed and
inundated this country. ‘The natural re-
sult has been to dissominate a vast amount
of falss improssions, but all favorable to
American prestige. Under these circum.
stances 1 could almost vonturo to get aflou.
and try my hand at what I have presum-:}
to suggest. Yot again thero would be
something so absurdly ridiculous in an old
soldier blundering amongscantling, sheath-
ing, bulkheads, &c., and should his ambi
tion screw him up to an assay aloft, it could
only Lo achieved through the * lubber's
hole,” and in all probability either breaking
his neck or dislocating it, by involuntary
suicide, amid the mysterious intricacy of the
running rigging, * and be hanged to him.”

'l‘rustin% that these suggestions and re-
marks will be received in the same spirit
which prompts them, I remain

Hamburg, March 28, 1865.
. e———
HOUSE OF COMMONS.

THE MILITIA BllLL.

SABREUR.

Hon. Mr. Cantigr said that he was now
prepared to make good his promise of the
introduction of his Militia Bill. Perhapsthe
hon, member for Ottawa would meet himon
the occasion, with a reiteration of the charge
of audacity (laughter), and apply to him the
Latin Adage, semper audax, but that adage
had a supplementary ono audaces forluna
Jueat, and he did not fear that cither he or
his colleagues would be shipwrecked on his
present measure (renewed and continued
cheering). His was, however, a subject to
be treated in no jocular spirit, and thov
must recognize that the efforts of European
nations were directed to the combination of
the three great elements of power—the
personal, tho territorial, and the maritime
elements. But, behind all, the military
element still remained necessary for the
completion of national greatness. With
regard to the territorial element, ho was as
desirous as any one could be to extend
theirs to the Pacific by the incorporation of
the great North-west Territory, and the addi-
tion of British Columbia to the Provinces of
the Federation.  le had considered it ne-
cessary before bringing his measure before
the House, to make himself acquainted with
the Militia system of the Maritime Provinces,
which, although inferior in population,
contgined in themselves an element of

defence perhaps greater and moreimportant
than the number of troops which might be

sent from tho wost—ho meant the seafaring
and maritimo  population,  (Hear, hear,
from Mr. Forux.) Thoy had u sonfuring
population of 60,000 or 70,000, with \vhicﬁ
no other country but Great Britain coulil
comppre  Ho mado theso observations to
convihice his frionds from tho Maritime
Provinces that the Administration were
fully sensiblo of the advantages to bo de
rived from their alliance. (Hear, hea ;
‘The mero number of representatives fron
the Lower DProvinces could not bo consd
cred ns the measure of the valuo of thes
constituencies. IIe had not approached the
subjoct of his bill without proper considera

tion, and had made himsalf familiar with the
Militia laws not only of the Provinces of the
Federation but of Prince Edward Island
also. Ho had also tho benofit of the views
and recommeondations of Col. Macdougall,
whom every ono would recognize as a soldier
of distinguished eminence in his profession,
and as an authority on military mattors of
indisputablo weight.  His Bill divided the
Militin force into Active and Rescrvo Militia,
the Active composed of Volunweers, and the
Marine forces, to be chosen from the popu
lation of the country from those bolween
the ages of 18 to 60—tho first to be called
upon being those between thoages of 18 and
30, unmarried and widowers without chil
dren. The second class to be composed of
those unmarried between the ages of 30 ani
45, or widowers of the same class with child
(Uproarous cheers and laughter) The Hon
member for South Wentworth (MLr. J. Ry
MaL,) called on him for an explanation
which might be difficult, but to him nothin

seemed to be impossible. (Renewed anﬁ
continued laughter.) He had used the un
fortunate conjunction in the wrong way,
(much laughter,) but it was his grammar
only that was infault. (No, no.) Thethird
class would comprise married men and wid
owers between 18 and 45, and the next
would be composed of all between the ages
~{'45 and 60. Ho expected under the pro
visions of his Bill to provide that the num,
ber of trained men within the Dominio,
should not be less than 40,000. ‘The Do
minion was to bedivided into nine districts,
viz. : Nova Scotia one, New Brunswick tiwo,
Quebec three, and Ontario four, with a staft
commander at the head of each to see that
the Militia regulations were efficiently car
ried out. ‘There was to be o further divi
sion into regimental divisions according to
population, and also to geographical div
sions, thopopulation embraced within which
would furnish the whole available Militia
forco of the country, it being imperative
that 40,000 should besupplied each year for
training, The present Volunteer force of
Canada did not exceed 20,000, having dinun
ished from the number of 31,000 enrolled
during the Fenian invasion. In NewBruns
wick there were 2,000, but he was not able
to ascertain the exact number in Nova
Scotia» Their existing number would re
quire to be swelled by drafts from the 20
regimental divisions of which he had spoken,
10 make up the number of 40,000 pper
Canada would have to furnish a quota of
17,600 ; Lower Canada of over 13,600; New
Brunswick 4,000; and Nova Scotia 35,0w.
If asufficient nuniber of Volunteers should
not come forward to complete the required
number there would be a ballot for the
solectiom of the quota necessary. If the
population between the ages of 30 and 4
wero not sufficient, they would have to fall
back upon therespectable (laughter) portiou
of the community, between 45 and 60.
Yhere was power granted for enquiry into
every household as to those cligible fa
duty. The enrollment was to be made by



