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such complication of cvents ariso ns woull
Iay her shores opan to hostile descent ; in
this case it beoomes a problem ol no avdinary
difficulty to decide on the best means of
preventing a cilamity which would inflict
fearful loss an her political standing, socil
disorganization, ant comnercial ruin on hev
people, in fact eha could better afford to ine
cur liabilities equalling her funous national
debl many times, thn thit o foreign fos
should land a division on the most barren
and worthless portion of the shores of Great
Britain andLraland, for ever 89 biviof a period;
amdd this rule not only applics Lo (GreatBritain
but to any other country that has wealth or
national prestige to lose.. The disastrous
effects of successful invasion have been fully
recognized in England and has given birth
to numerous projects for pravention; but
that proposed Ly Major Moxortsr in his able
lecture of Sth May, 1873, before the Eirl
of Duoie and tho officors of th: Auxili-
ary forces, is not only the most practicil,
but at the same time the most feasible, ad
vantageous, and least coatly of any yel de-
vised, *

“Iho' system is based on the axiom liid
down at the commencement of this puper,
The navy is tho first line of defence, tho
army. manning the fortific tions the seconid;
the army alone the thisd., [t is clear that
with the system of forfilicwtion Litherto fol.
Irwed, the advantage would be altogether
on the side of the attack by a naval force ;
battcries are stationary,ships are not; therc-
fore the former furnish good miarks [or the
latter while they can hardly Lo hitin any
cage. In the uvvent of a disombarkation of
troaps heavy ships would engago the bat
teries aud prevent interlercuce  with the
transports.  Troops once landed could
tako the batleries in reverse if nol previous
ly rilenced, 8o that it would seem s if the
whole system of [ortilication so curelully
worked out Ly the great militury engineers
of the world bids fair to hecome ohsolete,
and this a8 much from the impossibility of
nikiug its battervies invulnerable as of ex-
tending the litoral range of the urtillery
they carry,for to arm them en barbelze would
belittle better than exposiug the merr sery:
ing the guns to wholesule masacre,

..Jt . follows tl;{m that sqme: system must
ba devised 140 neutralise the advantage
that steam power,’ artiicur and heavy guns
give to vessels of war, and Mnjor Moxorier
hins thé honor of boing the first to develcpo
it; as the inventor of a gun carriage which
our readers know provides the necessary me

chanism for bringing the gun under the pa

rapet to bo londed by the force of its own
recoil. The task of invenlirg a system of
forlification suitable to the nltered condition
of the gun in battery was rendered ensy by
the simplicity and ease with which Lis

chinery could be manipulated ; a gun always
under cover that merely popped up to deliver
its fire and before the smoke had cleared
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vmm.&,{, 'orfmt.m- -ﬂgol,s m;y— ;)0.._(.‘;;”“1 or |away was three or four feet below the para:

pet again—suggested --frat that tha embras
sure and parapet, the great features of the
old system were unnecessary ; secondly, that
by restricting the lateral rangs they were
ohstructions ; thirdly, that an elevated
mound to cover a gun was mischieveouns,
ag it drew the enomy’s fire at a con-picuous
object ; and fourthly, tliat forts and bas
tions were mere shell traps in those days

of 1ifled ordnance and long range. Following |

out those ideas the gallant major proposes
that batteries in future shull Lo sunk in the
ground iustewd of elevated over it—that
there shall be ne parapet or mound to mark
tho site—that they shall not be on the crest
of a hill, but some distance dowu its sido
leaving a bank behind, in other words under
bank—that the only command will bo of the
natural glacis and beach—that the gun wil]
have an almost all round fire, and that the
only construction necessary beside the
trench will be a circular pit or pits. Ifa line
is to be defended with a recess covered and
protected by traverses Lo actus an expense
magazine, in order to connaect one or more of
thoso one gun batteries as they may be called
it is only necessary to continue the (rench
or covered wavy, merely mnking it wide
anough at bottom o be enableld ta poss
guns along ity or lay, if necessary, a line of
pails.  Approwhes rom thy rewe shoald
also bo consiructed, sud the wholo might bo
mdo as a permanent work at livtle expense
and no inconvenience to lnnded proprictors,
as planting trees for the purpose ol sover
would be one of its most essential features
Such a serics of eartiaworks might,as the lee
ture points out,boe constructed,as good prace
tice by volunteers or the local militia, and
they shoald. Le trained on the ground they
would be called on to hold.  I'he main fea-
tures of the system however is to be seen in
the fact that those works would be armed
with cwrriage guns, 32 or 64 pndrs., mounted
on the Moncriff system that in case the enet
my forced v landing they could be with:
drivn, and adways kept in store near the
lines when not wanted.  Unio of thoe great:
est recomniviniations of this systeni is its
simplicity, It would be easy to cunsiruct any
any amuuut of those lines during autinn
inanwuavres or semmer drill, they esuld bo
held by the locil forees (il reinforceoments
would avrive, nnd it would be Loth a doube:
ful as well as hazwdous attempt to land
troops ‘at all where they existed, inssmuch
us only transports and light vessols could be
engnged—that the carriage guns with round
shot and shell could inflict nc.ileutable mis
chief on vessels of that desvription and
boats~—that even if the troops succeede.d in
landing the beach would be =0 swept by
Shirapnel that formation would be impoassi:
ble, and to take n batlery with an all round
live in reverse wonld Le impossible—and to
pound that Laltery presenting no tangible
mark toshot or shell equally g0, It is quite

\certain the opportunily that Major Mon-

outzrr's syslem will cause as groal a vevolu:
tien in fortitieation and Tort building ws the
heavy guns have causel in ship huilding,
Could we not utilize the knowledgo given
us by this very important lectura in our own
«<ase ; we have many exposed positions on
our own coasts and why not employ ou-
volunteers in preparing now at lcisure a
series of defences which would be worth the
national existence of our people 2 Whether
during the reign of commereial menopolies
thit- consideration is worth the notice of «
people who always value business principles.
or no, is a question for tlié country ; hut
the example of France should be a strouy
incentive to wisdom, i

E————————— .

Tae following tribute to the excliency of
our military organization i3 copied (ro:n (he
United States Army and Navy Journal of
20th Dec. last, Our contemporary is mist -
ken in nascribing the report on which he so
ably’ comments, to the Acting Minister of
Militia and Defence ; it was composed by
the lale Adjutant General, and deserves :il!
the praise accorded thereto :—

¢ Tue CaNapiarxk Miuitia”—From the an

nual report on the state of the militin of
the Dowinionjof Canada for the year 187
we iearn that the militia forge of our Cann

dian neighbors consisted last yeur of 30,114
men actuslly prosent with their corps nt
their muster parades. In addition to these,
339 men, officers, non commissioued officers,
and c¢undidates {or commissions, utten led
the infantry schools for instruction. lhis
army is organized by corps, companies, bat
1 talions, and batteries into tactic.l brigades
l ol threo arms, the brigades being distributed
according to lerritorial divisions, and the
whele active force forming a nucleas upon
which rests the reserve, which latter we wro
t -1l represents “practically almost thoe
entire manhood of the Dominion,” Wo are
not surprised that the report regards with
pricie this exhibit and organization. They
are certainly creditable to Canads, and may
well invile the nttention of our military men

|and legislators. Camps of instruction, so

necessary o the traiuing or actual work of a
' militia force, were held of due importance,
! During the yoar eighiteen camps of exercise
| for sixteen days training, and three small
' regimental artillery camps for eight days—
I the former drawing an attendance of 24.14 4
j and the latter of 171l—were successfully con-
“ducted. Tho infantry are all armed with
“tho Snider breech-loader, using the same
; nmmunition ‘as the English regular troops—
un intportant. watter; the cavalry, in ad-
dition to their sabres, aro provided with
cavairy Snider cuwbines of the regulation
pattern; snd the artillery batteries are
being armed with the snme description of
fiel i guns as those recenlly issued to the
‘Boghsh horse artillery. The consequence
is that the regular. and militia forces will be
able to operate Larmoniously together, and
as ono sy, The active militia force is now
organized, so far as circumstances wili
admit, after the manner of an army ; the
annual training of corps is no longer limited
to merely regimental exercises, but the
various corps of the different arms trained
besides to military combination for mutual
support, in taotical brigades; and the
whole force performs annually a prescribed
course of rifle instruction and target practice.
The manner of sssembling “the - militia iu




