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Obituary.

Mus, Cunniz died at the residence of ber
son in Puslinch township, at the advanced
age of 82 years, The was a nativa of Argyle-
shire, Scotland, and came to Canadz nearly
sixty yesrs ago. After residing in Toranto
about ‘seven years she removed to Puslinsh
township, where she has since resided. Her
husband died in 1877. Six sons and adaughter
survive her. Three of hier sona aro Presbyter-
iw clergymen, Neil is & minister in Wisconan,
Dounald is minister at Wallaceburg, and John
is minister at Belmmont; two are farmers in
their native township, and one is a farmer iu
Dakota. Mrs. Currie's life in 5 rare degreo
manifested the fruit of the Spirit, her supenor
miud being singularly cultured by intiwmnato
commuuion with the Master. As a truo
mother she was intensely devoted to the high-
est interests of her family. Tho remains were
iuterred in the Crown cemetery. lier five sons
whn wero present at her death, and a nepherr,
were the pall-bearers. The funeral services
wero conducied by hier pastor, the Rer. W.
Rabertson,

Correspondence.

Editor PRESBYTERIAY REVIEW :

Sip,—In the mission report jast prioted
I find an omission that I should like to have
noted, i.c., under Sabbath scholars at In-
dore only 569 are given. The isthe number
in our schools lor boys only. 1 supposed tho
ladies would report their own and 30 did not
give them, whilst they probably expected all
would be reported together. This accounts
for our compuaratively small retorns tins year
in this department.

Yours tsuly,
J. Wikie,

Caasdian Mission College, Indore, Indis.

May 22, 1595,

Relgious Periodicals and Socio-
logy—A Criticism.

Editor PRESEVTERIAN REVIEW ¢

Sin,—1In your issuc of last week I was
more than a little strprised at your flatter-
ing veference to Benjamin Kidds *“Social
Evolution.” Yousay. * Thercaro various
aspocts of evolution which have been set
forth during receat years, by their respec-
tive zdmirers, but none have exoeeded in
interest, in our judgmeat, or in importance,
that form of it called 20cial evdlotion. 1ts
best and latest exponent is Mr. Alexander
{Beojamin) Kidd, whoss admirable woik is
now sold, in paper covers, for tho low price
of thirty five ceats. Every thoughtfol man
shonld read and pondes this book, especially
in the light of the social ard political move-
m.ools of tho at time." “This paragraph
woald lead the unsuspecting reader to aup-
poso that Mr. Ridd bad mlSc » sulatantial
coatribation toward tho solution of this great
problem, and that, therefore, any man who
wants to get the ** beat and latest” shosld
owxn this ¢ sdminablework.” Asa studentof
Sociology, I msy say that I have read Mr.
RKidd's book and Iam quite ataloss te know
whereia yor can fiad a safficiest basis on
which 1o rest such a complimentasy refer-

e,

The fact of tho matter is that the wman
who wanls to sail oa the high soas of socio.
Jogical invetigation, with Mz Kidd ascap-
tain of the vessel, must Lo prepared to ignore
chastt, com polar star and all lines of
logical and ethical latitode and longitude,
and %0 3ail in & circle, drift with the wind or
lie in the * trough of thesea ™ as the nocend-
2ios of a mere theory may dictate.

1am qzite certain that Mr. Ridd thiows
no light on tho true Mintisn of the social
peoblem 7 that his outlook ismisty ; that his
Jogic is faulty and the ethical and religioss
2030 of his book, a5 & whele, anything bt
saatisfactory from a Christian point of view.
The masacs ato waiting anxiotsly and aaking
tho leadess of sociological thonght what they
mustdo. 1tisnol right whea the children
a3k bread to give thea a strce.  Itis greal-
1y 20 bo regrelied that religions periodicals,
which have xuch as exeellent opporianity to
flond thia dark rezicn of sociol with

solution of tho difficulty, but thst they
should commend to their readers books
which aro only caleulated to perplex and mis-
tify, to cxcite good hopes anly to disappoint
and mock the yearning soul.

It is only a fow morths aince I noticed, in
aunother religious paper of your city, which
visits my atudy weekly, a very compliment-
ary reference to a lately published book in
which the author, among other subjects,
devoted considerable spaco to the social
queation. 1 happened to have read tho book
shortly before the appeamnce of this com-
plimentary notice. In the greater part of
the chapter dovoted to tho social question,
there was scarcely a page that was not fairly
bristling with contradictions and fallacies.
Worse than this, out of another section of
tho book in which tho author entered tho
theological arena, [ selected another passage
and placed it side by side with a vicious para-
graph from an addressby the notorious Inger-
soll, and tho two passages wero so literally
alike that it would puzzle Ingersoll himself to
tell which was his owa.

I have watched the religous papers for the
1nst four years with considerable care aud am
bound to say that I do not know of a single
ono that can be taken as a safe guide by the
man who is anxiously waiting and Enyiny
for light on this most important problem of
to duf. Itis as vain to look for Chnistian
Socialegzy in our religivus wecklics as to look
{or Christian politics in car secular dalics.

§. S. Crate,

Tho Manse, Oakville, May 25.

Literary Notes.

Jouy TnoxsoxN, oF Dtonixgsrox, Pastor
AND PaisTER. A Memoir, with a Cata-
logue of hin Paintings, and a Critical Re-
view of his Works. By William Uaird,
¥.SA. Edinburgh: A. Elliott, 1895,

To those of our rcaders who aro familiar
wvith Scottish art, the name of the subject of
this memoir is well koown, He was one of
tho masters of landscape painting and his
works great beauty snd sweetness.
Visitors to the Natiopal Gallery in Edin.
bargh, will remember hiz picture of Aberlady
Bay where his powers atro shown to great
advantage. o waz born at Dailly, in Ayr-
ahize, in 1778, and died in 1530, lHisances-
try wasessentially ceclesiastical.for his great-
graudfather, ndfather, and father waro
all ministers of the Churcliof Scotland.  His
inchipations all lay towards musicand paint.
ing, but he yiclded to the family desire and
entered the Charch., Hosucceaded his father
as miowster of Dailly, and the advice given
bim at his induction by the minister who
officisted, was at least onginal.  * First
keep aye the laar o' God ; sccoud, keepaye
vour feet on the crown of the causeway, and
third, do your duty, sir, and ne'cr apied
what {olks say 0’ ye.* Hisbwographer tellsus
that his preachiag was more of ** the moder-
ate moral typo thao fervently evanpgelizal*”
Oac sermon, at least, seems 2o have been pre-
strvod, and appears to bave done repeated
duty {rom 1510 till 18N, It was {rom the
{avourite text of moderats divines, ' Let
{o::r moderation Lo knowa to all men”™

Vheo tho painting and iddliog and the
social literary life althe acighbounng ity of
Edisbargh left notizuo for a new sermon, one
©f tho 3ons of the manse was sent to jook ont
an 01d oz and ** tho boys having a partiality
for sho:t discourses, carelally selected those
having this dainable qualification, a few of
which came to e kaown as favouriten on this
accoznl” The dexcription and inciceals of
ccclesisatical life given by the biographer
under the reximo of modenation, render thia
volzme asnitablo companson 20 the memoir
of Caslslo of Inverssk. A cauricns incident
comen W lightia thls biography. Itappers
that Sir Walter Sent was ordained an elder
of Jaddingrton pariah wica ho had joined
tho Episcops! charch zod had bis children
laplized by an Episcopal winister.  Laxk.
Bart, the hiographer of Scott, draws the veil
over this nather discreditable transzction,
bat tho fact is, nevertheleas, that on March
12, 1506, at a merting of the Doddinmtan

N
bravenly Light. abonkd 1o ealy fail toxive
a0y dinct aaittaro oward 3 mtifactory

joa, hcld io Edinbargh, he warnominated
a3 cdder, and o the 30th of the same month
bewasondaized ia Daddivgpaica charch. He

1181

sat in the General Asscmbly of that yearas
sommissioner and also represented Duddings
ton parish in tho Presbytery of Edinbur{;b
and tho Sypod of Lothian and Tweeddale.
Thros other Kdinburgh lawyers, having no
connection with Duddingston, were elected
and ordained elders along with Scott. The
Liographer of Mr. Thomsop, suggests as o
reason for this oxtraordinary and scandalous
proceeding, that young Scotch lawyers, being
anxious to advertise themselves, somotimes
sought to ultain, in the way, an opportunity
of airing themselves on the floor of the Gen-
eral Assembly. In tlus case the interest of
the Church seems to have been sacrificed to
the professional advancement of a literary
friend. .
Curist axn His Friexnse A Series of
Revival Sermons by Louis Albert Banks,
D.D., Pastor Haesom Place M E Church,
Birooklyn, N.Y. Clath, 12mo, 382 pp,
gilt top $1.50, New Yaik, London, and
Toronto: Funk & \Wapnalls Company.
If 2 trecis 1o be judged by its fruits, these
sermons by the pastur of perhaps the Jarpest
chuech in Methodism are to Le adjudged 2
suaccess. Onc of the wost marked revivals
arteaded theis delivery.  The volume cuniains
the entize series f 31 ssimhuns, the teats for all
of them Ueing taken in St Juhn's Guspel.
Like a'! wccessfal revival dicounses, these
are simple direct, devuid of thctussal artafice,
abouading in illustrations and incidents, and
glowing with spiritual fervor.  Another char-
acteristic is their bucvity, their delivery taking,
we judge, about 20 aunutes cach on an aver-
age. They arc of the very first class of such
discourses.  Free fiom extravagance :nd fan.
aticism, in perfect good taste, dwelling upon
the cssentials of relipivus fasth, thesr power has
not been lust in transference t0 the printed
mge, and as 2 houk of gencral devational
reading  the cllectiva s tv Le highly come
mendad.

Tne STORY OF e Stans. Simply Toid
far  Gencral Readers, Yy George k.
Chambers, Y.R.A.S., author of * A
Handbouk of Docdive and Pracual
Astrunomy,” et 16mn, boards, ilasiat.
cd, 30¢ent. New York, D. Applcion
& Col

Thigss the fint voleme :na popular senes
cntitled ** The Lilirary of the Usceful Storics,”
wantten 1n clear, conase languape by setop-
mized acthontics, and prescanag the leading
and latewmt facis of saence, istory, etc The
present volume foranhes an omiline of the
serence of astronomy which will be focad to be
of great valoe by those who wish a general

sereey of mmlemn asttanomy escated 13 3

commparatively basef sqace.

Tur Divive Usitr oF Scnirtery, by the
Iste Adolph Saphir, D.1). Toronlo:
Flemiog H. Revell Co.  Cloth, §1.25.

2. Sapbir was a profonnd acholar of the
Rible, as his many well-known volumes
teatify. Hia ** Chiris? and the Seriplares ™ is
oac of the muosl valuable books, and has been
widely read wita kecn relish. S2 may wo
speak ol his other books, ** Leciares on
Hebrews,™ * Conversion, 1ilastrated by Ex.
ampees rocorded o the Scrip.” ** Oar Lifo
Day, Thoaghts oa Joka ix, 4.7 **Chrint
Cracitid, Jectareson 1. Cor. 27 *Lectures
on the Lorda Prayer,™ elc., ele. Tkisvalome,
**The Dirine Unity of Scriptare,™ is his laat
work. It is composed of sirteen leclurar,
which ate **iz some raapects, the most im
portant of all his writingy, 28 they givo in
conzected formn, his matured views of the
relation of tho {two t diviziom of the
i As worwad 12 we discover at oace
that DIr. Saplirisa great teacher. Me in
fall of matter. Hoisaimploinatyle. iHoix
tich ia exposition. Ho who desires 2o lcamn
more of God's word may sit altho fect of a
master ia livae] in readiag this volaoms,
The montain heights to which hc carrios oy
gives extensive and satiafying views. Every
oo wko atadies thir volame will hare pobler
conceplionnof God’s Word, and a Yigher
ateem of God's Word, aad a more thapk{al
apirit for God's Word thaz ever ko haa
Lefure. This book is & trearure for 3 Midle
nadent,



