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tans commended t.h(, ddzmtnoss of a thief who|the motivesand the desuus of the h(,.ut e tells
could steal without detection, but condemned one|them plainly that the many were on the way io
whose dishonesty was discovered ; but surely in death, and the few in the road to life.
our day we are not going to hold xl; worse to ﬁnd Though the burden of His message was love
a fault than to commit one. Is it w0t true, how- | 'md gospel grace, He did not think it inconsistent
ever, that by a certain class of moralists this is| with love and the Gospel to upbraid the sities that
done? 'repented not, and to declare that the heathen
Fauits in children, which by timely training|cities of Nineveh and others would rise up in the
and by directing their attention to them, mightijudgment and condemn that generation. He
easily have been corrected, ave suffered to grow@spoke to them as a generation of vipers, a sinful
unchecked, and passed over without one word of :and adulterous generation. He did not hesitate
disapproval. This course is considered by sowe, 'to discriminate hetween what is right and what
as the advanced training of the nineteenth cen- is wrong, nor fail to tell the people their sins.
tury. It is, however, not training at all. Parents To many of your easy-going people the line be-
and guardians who neglect the word of warningtween right and wrong is not very defined. Sin
and caution to the young are largely responsible|is not very hateful, save in its grosser forms.
for the faults which they suffer their offspring.They would rather think everybody good than
unconsciously to contract. A lady was congratu- | make anybody uncomfortable by showing them
lated on her fruit garden, and the show for au !their sins.
abundance of fruit. She replied, laughing, “ We| We have not so learned Christ, or the Bible.
never get any ripe fruit, our own and others’|Such confounding of moral distinctions bodes no
children gather it all before it ripens.” The fault |good for the future.
was not even hinted at. Children unruly in the: Lansing, Michigan. W. H. A.
streets, irreverent in the house of God, pass un-
corrected without one word said to let them know
that there is any wrong in such conduct, because
that would be faultfinding. How shall & child be
trained without being taught to clearly discrimi- ——
nate between what is right and what is wrong, _—
what is proper and what is unbecoming? Indeed! Oune of our excursions from .Jerusalem was to
so far is the avoidance of fauitfinding carried by | Bethlchem, the place of our Saviour’s nativity,
some of our self-styled “advanced men,” that|which is a pretty little town of some 8,000 in-
they do not hint to their congregations that they | habitants, about six miles to the south of Jerusa-
are sinners and need repentance in order to par-{lem. Tt is situated on a hill, with terraces of
don. Confession of sin is dropped out of some of | vines and fig trees below it, and altogether pre-
the public prayers, and wicked men are addressed ; sents the most attractive appearance of any place
as though their conduct had not offended God,|we saw in Palestine, unless it may be Nazareth.
and no reconciliation was needed in order to|The population in both these places is largely
friendship and acceptable service. Who can read | Christian, a fact which undoubtedly goes far to
the Psalmns or the books of the prophets and not|account for their neatness and attractiveness.
feel that the comnission of the inspired men was|The name Bethlehem — Ephratah — signifying
to cry aloud and spare not, to show the people|* House of Bread,” and “ Fruitful,” respectively,
their sins? They did this faithfully ; whole chap-| by which it was pointed out as the place of our
ters of the prophecies were declarations of theSaviour’s birth 700 years before the event took
people’s sins. They were likely called faultfinders | place (Micah v: 2),seems to have contained in
by those whose sins were found out. itself a prophecy of Him who is the Bread of God
Christ ushered in the Gospel with a call to re-|given for the life of the world. Hardly any other
pentance and a requirement of a higher standard | place has so many allusions to it, and interesting
of morals—a righteousness that had respect tolmemories associated with it in Holy Scripture.
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