
270 THE ÂLMOND TREE.

Exod. xxv. 33, 34; xxxvii. 19, 20.-In the description of tle golden candlestiok
it is directed that there be Ilthree bowls made like unto almonds, witli a knop anid
a flower in one brandi. " Whether the reference here be te, the shape of theflower, as
one commontator suggests, or according to the commun belief to that of the nut, the
inference is evidont that the troe wus very faniliar to, the people of Israel ; the
goneration hore addressed would need to know it in Egypt. The peculiar form, of
the nut I find is used oven by our8elves in way of illustratibn ; we talli of the
almend-shaped cnes of tho Japanese. In connection with this golden candlestick,
it is interesting to note that lapidaries of the present day are said to, designate as'
almonds the pieces of crystal whicii they suspend froni chandeliers.

Nuin. xvii. 8.-After the rebeffion of Korah, Dathan and Abirani, and the plague
that followed as a consequence, God geve directioi, for the trial by rods, with this
resut-" It came to pass that on the morrow Moses went inte the tabernacle of
witness ; and, behold, the rodl of Aaron for the house of Levi wus lniddcd, brought
forth butds, and blossorned blossomsl, and yielded al1mends. " à t one and the saine time
the r<id presented bud and jtower and fruit. It is very well worth noting that
what happened here sitpernatâtrally was wholly in the line of what happens natut-
rally in the caue of this tree. It is a striking peculiarity of it, that the fruit sets at
olnce, se that every year eue niay see on these bread plains stretching out before
us, phenemena, similar te that which happened in the tabernacle in the wilderness.
1 think this uncommon speed in setting the fruit must be God's wise provision
against the destructive inlluence of frost, seeing that the blossomns appear in the
very miio..t of our winter season, and that long after we inay have severely cold
weather. To return te, this love of thefitncss of things on God's part, and te Ris
great regard for that îvhich we cail natural, ndghit ive net refer te the plagues of
Egypt, the fleur in the barrel, waler made wi?ýe, much bread fromn little, eyes
aneinted with clay, &c. ?

Eccl. xii. 5. -In the ivise preacher's figurative description of eld age is the clause,
"and the almend tree shaîl flourish." An odd interpretatien of this passage is tliat

given by Gesenius. Starting with the assumptien that the allusion cannot be te
the white locks cf the aged, seeiug that almend blossonis are pink, ho derives the
vorb rendered fioîtislb froin a fresh source, and translates the clause, "lthe almend
is rejected." Why, hoe finds suggested in the previous mention about the grinders,
his interpretation being-the teeth are se few and feeble that even the sweet nuts
of the alxnond have te bo foregone ; this is a sure cign of old âge. Te keep te the
comnion view, in spite cf tie objection urged, there dees seem. inuch apprepriate-
ness in the cheice of this illustration. Befere the leaves appear, and net in dense
mass, but soin ewhat ficattered, the flowers clothe the troc in a robe that while seme-
times a ligit rose-coleur, is more conimonly pinkish, shading down te white. To
nme a slightly disculoured white wvould ropresent the average hue. As I looked over
this valloy last wvinter, dottod hiere and there with these trees in fuill bloom, the
force cf the figure here empleyed was tee strongly felt te, yield now te petty carp-
ings. It was net unliko glancing over ene cf the gatherings of the American
Eoard, whero hoary heads su cliaracterize the whole sceiie, and add uncommon
beauty te it.

Jer. i. 11, 12.-" MXorcover the word of the Lord came unte me, saying, Jeremiah,
what seest thou 1 And I said, I see a rod cf an alinend tree. Thon said the Lord
unto me, Thou hast well seen ; for I.will1 hasten my word te perforni it." The con-
nection cf tholit hiero I did net loarui till coining here, and it was a glad surprise
when ence perceived ; possibly te some cf our Canadian friends it nîay yet be now.
The Hlebrew word IIshaked,"translated by us almond tree, is froin a root signifying
to be wakeful, te hiasten, and lias theo engin cf this use of it in the habits of the troc.
It is the fi rst harbiinger of spring, pu tting ferth its welcemne blossonis beforo your
winter lias well begun. While te the seuth of us, in Syria, it bleoins as early as
January, bore last year in tuis part of Turkey by the middle of February our
plain wvas like an orchard, with the white and ivhitishi pink, and pink blossoms cf
the ahniond on overy hand. Before we knew it, te our surprise, winter seem'ed


