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Hunker Creek there are 103 clans; on PBonanza 1203
on Eldorado s0; all of which will vield large returns,

MIMING METHGES AND Cont ol LABOR,

As the gold is not piched up on the surface, as
some smagme, but s found trom 3 to 10 feet below,
in sl which as alwans ttozen solid, i fire has to e
kindled and Rept bannngz <ome tme before any
carth can be dug out. TIns process ss continued
varous stgzes annd a “pay streak’™ s reached, then o
ctoss cut ae stacted and worked by doftng o tunnel
I The dirt as hoisted m buchets and placed i
a dwnp.  In the Spring thisis washed out by slutemg,
the gold being Jeft belund, bt in an mpure state.
The labour and expense involved by this systemt can
only be fully teabzed by experience, A unshilled
Jabour is worth from $tta S50 pet hour, it is clear
that the diggings must be very srich to veld a pro-
fit to the nnner,

RicHNESS oF 110 Gonb FILLDs,

The region is indeed very rich in undeveloped re-
sources.  The Yuohon  baun extends 1,480 miles,
throughont which the <ame geologieal conditions pre-
vail, gold Leing more o1 fess distibuted throughone
this vast basin.  Fhe ficld for prospectng s excee b
ingly extensive and hopeful. But, as the present -
thods of nuung are slow and expensive, a large am-
ount of the gold deposits will ot viehd a profit. In
order to secure clims some <harks have pliced goid
in the ground, ald then prcked ot up in order 1o en-
able them to make the regured declaration beiore
the Conmmissioner that  they have tound gold in a
piven localinn ! These clums they then v o dise
posc of to some new comer whom they victinuze,
There 15 urgent need for some more scientifie il
cconamical method of maning m s ragon, and it

is hoped that ~omce practial minmg enpmcer will
devise a better sustem than the one m vopue. Dnae

mite is useless as st freezes and fizzles out

The Rovar v asnp oM ROV QULSTIONS,

Royalty is a sore subject to miners, so also s the
question of the size of miming chinns, and the qesen-
vation of a certam proportion by the Conernment,
1t a5 thought that the most vquaable imethod would be
to place an export duty on the gold, as then aach
mitter woull hopow eaacthy what was the anvant of
his praduct, and how nch was bis share. A hiberad
policy is necessany to the devdopment of the golld
fickds, and Wil do more to add 1o the waalth of Can
ada than one which wall discounage sctttfement, Fhe
Yankce munters are few.  The mmers trom the Statos
are not Amiericans, but aiizens ot whatever country
they work m, amd it would be wrong o discimnae
against them  These unneds are as faw abvdgg @~
any born under the Brush g, They arc w pocabiar
< asg, who have no national prepudines Thar inalsy
15 towards whatever regann gold can be maned
and to affairs ontside a gold ateld thoy are wdfor:
ent  The commercial  difticultics have been very
great. Up ta a few days ago there wis ao mail m
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i added $6.70y {or those outstanding on 31st Dec.,
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Dawson City since last August, and no tel craph
exists.  The establishment of a branch of the Lk of
Comierce will provide accommodation the Le k of
which has heen keenldy felt, but the mail gquestt -y hag
not been  scttled, ’l‘his very serious drawba. a yr.
gently demands the prompt attention of the Goaer.
nment.

THE MOUNTED YULICE,

The administration of the affairs of the Klandyke
by the Mounted PPolice has been most adimsable,
The officers and men have vied with cach othr iy
rendering all the service possible to the settlers, and
taken pride in establishing  the reputation o the
camps for peacefulness and good conduct,  [hey
have been most assidious in giving help to the hug.
gry, the «<ick and to all needing assistance,  lvery
Yukoner is ready to pay a tribute of praise and of
aratitude to the Mounted Police.
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THE IMPERIAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY.

The first annual meeting of the above Compin
was held on the 23rd Feby,, at Toromto, the o,
Sir Oliver Mowat, President, being in the chair The
Repart covers the first three months of the Comprun's
operations up to 3tst Dee., 1897, as all life insurance
compagies are required to furnish a statement up o
that date each year, The results for this short perind
were remarkable, and doubtless indicate an amount
of business being available for a new company whih
was ready when the conditions arose that were ae-
ceptable. It looks indeed as though the orgamzers
of the Imperial Life Assurance Company had lis-
covered an insmance Klondyke, so ‘rich were the
pickings sccured on entering the fiecld.  The amonn
of buginess transacted in the three initial months was
$1,185.723, which is certainly an enormous sm o
be written tn so hrief a period by a new enterprise.
The average amount of the 370 policies_issued was

83,2000 The oxpenses of organization, includug
printing, advertising,  office  equipment, legal fres,

cte, was S1o.404, an outlay which proves unusmal
coonomy to have been displayed in these expenditnes,
This ontlay was moere than covered by “Interest and
Profit frone investments,” from which $1098; was
realized.  The capital of $1,000,000 was all subscerih.-
at 23 per cent. premium. O this $230,000 was called
up, which vickded $652.500 10 be at once applied -
vards the Reserve Fund,  The annuity and assurasce
premiums amounted to $35.900, which with rece s
fiom investients made a total income of 40037
Apart from annuity premiums the cash received - or
sssurance preminms was $32,399.  If to this sum he

ol
$3920 for deferred premiums, the Tmperiat Life - u-
jeyed a tetal premium income of §45.003 as the = -
=ult of fts first three months business.  The t+
assets of the Campany amount to $336,247,0f wl b
8316964 is invested in first ¢lass securitics, asth ¢
may be safely judged to be which have been appres o
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