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MOTHER DIED T0-NIGHT.
“Your mother died to-night,"
{ that's all it said;
K put, somehow, In that simple line
5 I read
i The last sad words of love
sympathy,
The last heart-blessing that she
E: gave to me,
¢ The admonitions that all went
. alniss,
§2 And what God neer cau give—her
farewcll kiss;
The fadeless picture as she kneit to

.-

anl

pray

That she might ineet me up ahove
- some day.

tYour mother died to-night,” is

all it said,

As ot the thiobbing wire the tid
ings sped

From that old, happy homc, from
which I came, R

To strive.anew for honor and for
fatue,

To moil with will to win a golden
store

K. To lay in solemn suppliance at her
K oPr:

B But shattesed are the hopes, un-
f . nerved the might,

B By that sad message, “Mother died
? to-night.”
g

O stars that glide through heaven's
unfathomed sea,
! . May I not meet her in Aleyone?
. Ol, let-me know, as oft in child
hood's harms,
Thet peace found only nestling in
: her arms!
;' Gone the iggray hatr, the :yes thet
wept in vain,
. Gone the sad sinile I ne'er shall see

agein,

Gote the true heart, the soft, love-
iaden breast,

‘Gone the one mother to her last
long rest.

b The Great
Lottery

{By W, Philip Sheppard.)
l. There were. about a quarter of a
i million people interested in that
- lottery, with its great first prize
of £3,000, so it may have been a
} e presusiptous on the part of
- Claire Lomas to say to berself, as
she so emphatically did. “That
. £3,000 must come to me,"
i She held it her hand the allur-
Adng prospectus which she had al-
. ready read carefully thrdugh more
I’ than once, and .though it offered
' aany prizes — whole suites of fur-
niture, magnificent pianos, costly
' laces and gold and silver orna-
naments galore — there was only
one item in it which fixed her eye
and absorbed .her whole nttention,
and that item. was the great prize
of £3,000, “And:that must come
to-me," she repeated, "It must
come, I have Bought a ticket, I
shall pray every ‘day and that
prize shall come to me,”
Must and shall are doubtless
ﬁréat words, and words which have:
elped iy a man and' womai
to great ends, but in this:partict-
lar case.it should be coniussed that
about 249,0ui; other pérsuns might
have said’must and shall with per-
fectly. equal-chance ot success, And
not farther away thaw half a mile,
| one-other persont at least had, al<
MR ready said so, only not so em-
phatically as 'Miss Claire Lomas.
In'part at least that young laly
hdd disinterested idsas as to the
diﬁo;e.l of her fortune when it
arrived, for first and forcmost the
sum of £500 was-to go.to Fatlier
David for his. new.schools, The
new- schools: had. been the dream:
of Fatler David's cxistence ever
since his atrival in Westborough,
which dated. back nearly ten. years.
The idea ‘was his own, the plans
wété bhis own, everything wa> his
owh.except the power to build.
“'Only. .£500,"" he had often- said to
his' schoolmistress, Claire;, Yonly
£500 to do away with-this turable-:
down, old-fashioned building .and
raise the pretty Gothic room 1
havs so long-planned and so often
dreanied dbout.”

that they had done. all in their
power toward the fulfilment of
what seemed a rather far-off possi-
bility — all that was in their pow-
er being thus periodically to :get-
out the plaiis and.talk the matter
over — and sigh. When Claire Lom-
as sighed it was, if one may stop
to atialyze so small’ an emotion,
. the sigh of a past as well as a
, Present regret, for there had ueen a
- time'when it would not have scem-
. ed so impossiblera thing to. gratif
! Fatlher David’s: wish. and -bring his
. ambition-from the realms of fancy.
' to the . plory ‘of storfe and mortar.
: That was the ‘time when Mr, Lom-
- a8, her father, had been a flourih-
-ing husiness mian of. conaiderable
' importance near Westhorough, .and.
b Clajre a young 'girl with a ver
k- LOsy prospect of the.easy life which
\enty of money can at least-part-
-ly“jusure. The ' demolition of that
. Drospeat and the.deatys of her fath-
£ ¢ came alinost together, for the
E-trustees, .after puttine their heads
.’«toitether as to'the-Vest means of
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And:then he |
would-sigh, and both would feel |

‘the adage that charity begins af
home™ by decamping ~ with  the
money aud disappearing into for-
elyn cmes, Clafre wos seventeen
at the tine, and she was left with
mathing but a gond education and a
considerable degres of beauty,

‘The latter she considered o negli-
gible quantity, but the good educa-
tion was an asset of sowe Import-
abee, and she immediately proceed-
td t6 muake use of it and sceure hes-
self {rem dependence on friends by
ontaining the then vacant position
of school teacher in Father David's
school at Westborough,

And with a single room in West-
horough for her home, there she
pussed the next two years of her
ife. cducated to the children, en-
deared to the townsfolk, endeared
to white-haired Father David and
loved more or less madly by every
incligible youny tnan in the meigh-
borhoud.

Patiently she tried tq blot- out
*he hopes and dreams which  her
early ycars of prosperity had en-
conraged it was difficult always
to succeea, and sometimes she dar-
ed to thread néw patterns in the
fabric of the future and map out a
career mofe cngrosslnﬁ and ambi-
tious than her quiet, hidden exist~
ence as schoolinistress to a hand-
ful of }\,Vestborough little ones.

She was allowing herself thes to
dream when she .o emphatically de-
clared that she of all-the expectant
ticket-holders to {he number of a
quarter of a million ®4nust and
should” be the most successful in
the Great Lottery. There shouid
be £500 for the Gothic schools and
a new mistress should be their
tenant, while she, with, say £s00
a year, would finish her singing or
her painting abroad afid return to

make a name for herself in FEng--

land, So enticing did ‘e dream
appear and so thorouguly had she
persuaded hersell that it was to

e fulfilled, that she went out then
and th.ie to confide the newy to
tie other-luterésted party, Father
David,

Father David was at home,

Old ‘Sarah  openned the door to
her, but Fatber. David had seen her
from the window, and his hearty
voice rang out with an invitation
to enter,
_but stopped on the threshold of his
sanctum at tte sound of another
voice. Appa. tly it was not wu-

ar,

er of the second voice came quick-
ly forware with a look expressive
of undisguiséd pleasure at the
meeting,

“In Westborough again so ‘soon,

Mr. Challis?” was all she said as.

she .chook hands-with him end sat
down to unbirden herself of the
great acheme,

“If 1 had my cwn way I would
live here altogether, Miss Lomas. 1
love — Westborough.”

“For a day or two, yes; but
surely not for lonig. What? Ex-
change London, with all its throb
of life e energy, for'dea , sleepy,
old -Westborough? I could not ac-
cept thut statement unreservedly,
Could you, Father David?"

e Westborough' has its attractions,.

laire,” he unswered, and the

ouvtlg man — his visitap —. pes-

aps too -boldlv- looked in .the di-
rections in which .those:attractions
had their being,

She may or may not have ob-
served the direction of his glance,
but she did not look up: to meet
it. She deepetied her tone half an
nctave to suggest business, and
quietly suggested-that it was on
business matters that she had come
round to sce Father David.

“And as-you are not alone,” she
added. I will tell you all about
it to-morrow.”

In an instant the young man had
his hand upon the door. “Call me
wheit yow've finished, Padre — in
tim'? to bid.Miss Iomas good-

A ’
“I didn't exactly mean thdt,” she
sald. “It is not so private as all

that. If you dori't mind. listening.":
And in less than an jnstant the:

door was clnsed again and the
young man sat down with a look
of relief,

. *‘The long and the short of it is
this, Father,” she continued, pro-
duci,né; the-ticket No. 0,569,433 of
the Great Lottery with the mie
of £3,000. “I have taken this
ticket, I am going to win first
prizé and I am going to give you
£500 out of it to build the Gothic
school."

“It's all settled?”
“Hierything.”

“Ne one else has a chance?”

'Nnt the ghost of a chance!™

With a laugh Fatlier David went
to a desk.and hended her another
‘ticket,

“And:I-havé so relied on No..

0,420,517,! he said.
“‘You ulso have a ticket?’
“Wilfréd brought me one 'from
London, and expressly said that 1
was.to win-the first prize with it,”

*  (To-be continued.)

TOTALLY DEAF. - Mr, 8. E.
Crendell, Port Perry, ~writes: *I
contracted a sevefe cold last wir-
ter, which resulted in sy becoming
totally dead in onc ear and par-
tially so-in the other. After trying,
various remedies, 'and consulting"
‘several doctors, without obtaining
any relief, I was advised to' try
Dr, Thomas' Eclectric Oil, I warm-
ed .the Oil and pouréd a little of it
into my ear, and before one-half the,
hottle was us:d my hearing. was,

completely festored. 1.have” heard ;

.of other cases:of deafncss being

pang the dead man's wealth; wil-
fully misinterpteted the meaning. ot

i

v
\

cured by the usc of thissniedicine!”
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She toipped in eagerly,.

for she blushed ever so |
little as she entered, and the own-.
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(Ceutinued from last week.)

But Eily — who was in o dis-
tracted scate — hardly listenesd to
Nora's words, Agaln she bioke

from her and rushed into  the
snowy night, :
“Come quickly ~ quicklyl” she

ceiod imploringly. “Ivery ‘moment
is prcciousl”

‘The four wnen followed almost on
a run, and Nora Brien stood shak-
ing her head and gazing after
them with o pale, disinayed face.

“It'Nl be her death, so it willl”
Nora muttered, “But I done all I
coule to stop her. Oh, my poor,
dear childl I don't like this at all,
at all, if I could help it."

Across the yard ~— out through
a door ot the lower end ~ ddwn a
back lane, and on tu the mountain
road heyond ~~ Kily and her com-
panions  hastened. ~The night was
dark as pitcl; the swow  was
whirling "wildly before the wiad.
But,in the light of the two lanterns
the way was clear enough before
"themo

In five minutes they had reached
the stile which leads to the Masa
Path, Eily crossed it almost with
a bound, and soon thr five figures,
were struggling apward between
the snow-covered crags, over the
rough, uneven way.

The wind raved throrgh the
withered furze and hooted and
piped among the rocky boulders.
The path was hidden beneath a’
Geep drift. of snow. But owing to
the light of the lanterns, the
scarchers never lost the ‘track: and
-just at the abrupt turn of the
path, wheie it twisted around a
projecting rock, a startled cry sud-
denly broke from Eily's lips, and
she flung herself on %er knees
the snow beside a dark Ggure lying. |
there, apparently dead.

“Oh, Frank, Frask!" she gasped,’
horror stricken,

The four men crowded rouud, and’
the lanterus were turned so as.to.
reveal fully the object of Eily's dis-
covery,

It was indeed Framk Carroll,,
wrapped in his ovetcuat, lying be-
side ths Masy Patl, almost cover-
ed .with the drifung snow.

His hat wds off. and his dark
hair was tossed ‘about his pallid
temples. Mis eyes were closed; but
as Eily bent over him a faint sigh-
escaped his lips. He turned his head.
a little, and his heavy eyelids un-
IRyt 1w 1 ling?

W "

y! Is it you, my darling

“Y.s, Frank — yes] Oh, thank
God,

She burst into a wild flood of
tears, The reaction of feeling ut-
t-rly overcame her. She ‘slipped
her arm around his neck and lfited
his head on her boso n. She leaned
aver him, as a mwother over her
;.;lilild, and rested lier cheek against

s

‘Frank, . darling, speak to me.
Tell, me what-has happened?’

Another. sigh  escaped his lips.
He scemed to draw new life from
her loving céntact, He:opened his
eyes fully, and looked up into her
pitiful face,

,"Don't — be — frightened, dar-
ling," he -whispered, the words
coming slow:{ from his lps, I
shall be all right agam soon, But I
have been shot at by that scoun-
drel — Hamilton. He was waiting
on the path for me. ¥e overheard
our arramrement at the: school-
room window, last month. He lejt
me for dead hére — but, thank
God, he failed in his purposel’

The voice was barely audible i
the last  sentences -were .spoken.
“Then the eyes closed, a shiver pass-
ed through Frank's figure, and he
lay-motionless in a dead swoon,

An  agonized cry broke from
‘Eily; but her faithful: companions
‘again came to-ler relief,

“We'll carry Master Frank down
to Bill Crowley's; it is only a
couple of fields away, Miss E)i'ly.
He'll be as well as ever when we
get him  there un' send.-lor Doc-
thor Burke. An' Bill is sure to have
a dhrop of sperrits in the house,
too A

Three of the men lifted Frank,
while. the fourth led the way with’
}t‘hé’ lanterns, Eilv tottering beside

m.

* Just as they weie crossing  the
cragside from = the path, a trathp
of feet ‘was heara, and four con-.
stables, with an  inspector of po-
lice, vpeared., They were. ascend~
ing i Mass Pass in great haste.
They -hulted when they caught
sight of the retreating greup and
the otninous sight revealed: by 4he
lanterns.  The Inspector advanced.
He recognized: Eily at ottee; he was
an old acquaintance of ‘her fam-

Y.
“Miss Quinlan! What on earth.is
.the meaning of this?"

Jn a broken whisper she told

i,

“How dreadful! And, as it hap-
pens, we are  at this moment in
search of Hamilton.  We've. been
over at-the-Castle, and were told
by a workmaii tkat Hamilton had.
come this way. The truth is" --
he lowered. his voice — “we've
“traced the jéwel robbery at Cor-
,Janmore. to this self-saine mant
‘Have you see hit this evening, as
.you caunte along the path?*

“No — he had gone. Olt! 1 can-
not lnger, Mr. Garvey. Every in-
;stant is a risk, The doctor must:
be sent for at once.”

“I'n1_awfully sotry for poor

. \
[N A
(A

;| we get through this business, Miss

in {fence of the kind. During his years

.§ before the Lurglary.

‘| before morning." .
He drew: her into his arms and)

reply. N

renders” him norose and gloomy.

.as it is.disagrecable, Yet no one [

‘effccts of bilerin the stomach the

e i oy :
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-

‘oyowd netter hasten, hoys, When

Quinlan, I shall ride aver to Clon-

eaand have a carrlage sent for

poor Carroll. Don't lose heart,

Miss Quinlan, }t's my opwnion that

hc‘ll.bc all right” -
* L4

* # 3

And Inspector Garvey's opinion
turned out to be true cnough.
Frank Carroll rapidly recovered.
Within a fortnight he” was himsell
again.

By that time Walter Hamilton
was in fafl, awaiting his trial for
the burglary at Cotranmore, and
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also for the rascally attempt on
Frank's life,
Onc of the chief wit was

the wr:tched victim whom he had
so vilely wronged — the woinan
who carried Frank's message to
Fily, and who gave her vame as
Rachel Grant, With great difficul-
ty, she stated that she had discov-
ered Hamilton's whereabouts, and
had followed him to Shu'a Castle.
But she was afraid to reveal her-
sclf at first, lest he should get rid
of her by viosent yueans. So she
had obtained losging for a few
days i a farmhouse and had kept
ler eye on  Hamilton, unobserved
bg' him. She was actually hiding in
the Castle grounds the " aight of
the burglary and overheard a con-
versation between Hamilton and
certain accomplices of his, which
.made cverything clear enough, On
the following day she revealed her-
self to Hamilton at last; but he
spurned- her demands and  laughed
at her threats, and she then deter-
mited to spare bim no longer.
When the trial came on gt the
ilext assizes, Hamilton wes con-
victed on  both charges and seu-
tenced to penal servitude for
.twenty years. He made a confes-
sfon of ;:ishcrin;leq,bfrotln whlchc it
appeared that the burglary at Cor-
‘ratimore had not bem‘xg h{s): first of-

of absence from home he had ruin-
‘od himsslf-at  the gaming tables;
and, aided by a small band of men
‘as reckless and wicked as’ himself,
he had had recourse to this ‘desper-
ate means of retrievin for-
tunes., These men he had summon-
‘ed - to assist him in his desighs . on
Lady Fitzgerald's jewel-casket. He
was a personal aequaintance of the
Fitzgeralds, and knew the plan
of Corranniore House well. He had,
in fact, dined there oh the night
The jewel-
caskét waus discovered in a bureaw,
at Shula Castle. Walter Hamilton
hdd hastened the perpetration of
-this critde in order-to be able to
pay the promised two thousand

unds to James Quinlan, and to
gratify his desires as to ‘obtaining
Eily for his wife without delay. On
Christmas Eve he Had lain in wait
for Frank Carroll, with -the inten-
tiott of taking his life, and thus re-

his path. .

“But, thank God, he failed, dax-
ling!"” Frank said, when he and
‘Eily were talking, over the iread-
ful occurrence some months later..
(James Quinlan: ‘Lad ai ‘last
thought fit to bury the hatchet
and at last consent to Fiank and:

gone: an inch Iower, however, I,
should have béen a aead man.”
*“Oh, Frank, God has been won-
derfully good to us,” Eily' sobbeil.
“But for that unfortunate woman's
finding you by the path that night,
I shundet to think of what your
fate might have been!" .
“She shall be rewarded for her.

isight. of her, rest assured. Just.as,
I was shot and as I fell to the patl:;
that night, I remember breathing,
a wild pruyer that you might]
somehow* hear of my cruel plight.;
But for your comine T sitould prob.,
ably have died on the Mass Path

kissed” he¥-quivéring lips,
. “My brave. little sweetheart!' Un-
der Providence, I owe my life to’
or what vou have done?"

“By allowing me to he with you
always, Frank,” she said, in a’
trembling whisper,

And a happy silence followed.

The End. ,

VSEFUL AT ALL TIMES.—In
winter or in  summer .Parmalee’s’
Vegetable I'ills will cope with and
overcome any irregularities of the
digestive orguns which change of
diet, change of residence, .or varia-'
tion of temperature may bring
about. They should be.always kept:
at hand, and once their beneficial.
action becomes known, no one will’
be without them. There.is nothin
nauascating in their structure, an
the _most: delicate can use  chem
confidently.

e ———
AN IRISH BROGUE. ;

“Russell,” said a friend to the
late Lord Russell of Killowen, ‘if
youcould getrid of tuat Irish
brogue you would make £s00 a
year more.””  “I-wou'd not -part
with it for £500 a ytar,” was the

4

BILIOUSNESS BURDENS LIFE
~The bilious man is never a com-
panionable man becauso his ailment

The complaint is not so dangerous
need suffer from it who can procure |.

Parmalee’s Vegetable Pills. By re-
guldting the liver-and obviating thé,

Frank.Carroll.,” The Inspector was-|
gazing-upon Frank's-colorless. face,

- .‘4:"1 ! ’
| NN S0,

movitig a dangerous obstacle from |

Eily!. marriage.) “Had the bullet{'

kindly act, darliig. I shall not lose |* ’
.87 King Jtrest West, TORONTO.
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T0 CHARM

HE KARN PIANO s an
T instrument built to charm
its hearers and delight its
possessurs. In grace of de.

sign and beauty of dnish itis un.
excelled. of
construction insures against dis-
But' its  truest

is the n.arvellous

Its thoroughness

appolntment,
excellence

quality of tone it produces,
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