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THURSDAY, MARCH 14,1001,
N PATRICK'S DAy,

Sunday next brings round the
feact of Ireland’s glirious aposile,
the great Bt. Patrick. Fow are the
children of Erin—and fow they should
be—in whose veins the blood will nos
thrill with quickened speed and loving
hoart upon that day, Many of them
1aay never have seen the green vales
snd Sslds of their ancestral Island;
but they draw the love for it from
thelr mothers' breasts, and were taught
the leesons of patriotism at the /amily
hearth in their young dnys. Al of
thom turn to rekindle the affection
whish absence bas not quenched, or
distance alisuated. And it is right
and proper that our people ebould do
this. To negleet it is to be ungeate-
ful. To sllege that we are in & new
land and ebould therefore think about
it alons and give it our undivided
heart, is hardly the fair way of put
ting it. The thought of St. Patrick’s
Day is no wedge to ocleave the heart
in twain. It is s sacred thought hal-
Jowed by a thousond thourand memo.
ries. It is a treasuro of wizdom's
housa hoarded for fourteen .undred
_yesrs—handed down through the
““most patient generations of earth,
aud now distributed over the vast
eivil.zed world a3 a nation's dearest
legacy ¢o ber scattered children. Ei.
Patrick’s Day is the meeting of the
waters of faith and patriotiem, which
in their course down Ireland's history
hiave s0 wonderfully blended, and flood-
od the plains with sorrow, suffering
and giory. Nay more! The faith
snd patriotism of Erin's sons have
watered iLe ficlds of other lande and
brought forth & rich harvest of pros.
perity aud sdvaccement. No peopls
are 60 foud of thelr fatherland av the
Iriah: and no peopls have become so
identified with the inatitutions and
spirit oftheir adopted country. Bat
it ig not 80 much the land sz the reli.
gicn of the land that 1s in remembe-
ranoe apon Ireland's Feast. Its recop-
{lon, its conservation and its spread
throughout the world will ever form
thelnsting glory of our race. Thers
wasjeomething in tha Celtic characters
winch gave promiee of being & beauti-
ful soil for the Christizn. There was
& pueity of soul, a nobleness, a spirit-
uslity, a freedom from the cosrdeness
and bratality of other na'ions. And
therefore when the zealous 8t. Patrick
brought them God's truth Le found
moat apt scholara, Up and down the
island ho passed, planting cverywhere
the Orosa, unntil befora hia life closed
he heard the holy lass chanted in
thres handred religions houses. How
zeligion prospered and learning grew
in Irish monssteriesis the theme of
history. It is not enough to recelve
the faith : it must bo preserved scd
handed down to other generations.
.5 is the store and toaching too, how
» brave geuerons people wers first
cogquered, then bribed to part with
their faith: snd when bribery failed
.martyrdom and exile wore the alterna-
tives. Good oame oat of evil, Wis-
dom was justifed in her children.
They went forth in all directicns to
peak the home their native land
denied .2em. With couarage they
faced a naw world. By their strength
and industey they drew from it trea-
sures comfort and wealth o replace
theiz poverly and hardship, With
gonsrosity they poursd forth their
esrnings to help religion, edueation
and oharity. Their lob al Jfirst was
hard, and many fell by the wayside.
But hops was thers to chier them,
‘and they who had sown in tears
resped iu joy, snd came beating their
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handfuls, To romewber all this, to
thank God for our naoble ancestry n
the faith, to wumitate them {n their
constanoy, to band down the trust
untarmished to our ok ildren—this is to
remembor 8t. Patrick and lreland too.
Aro wo equal to our fathers? Is our
roligion as praotioal and our faith ag
pimple as theire? Wo wish {t was the
oase, To make it so. to be proud of
both Iveland and 1ts historiesl strugg-
gles, aud it3 dovotion to Jatholie truth,
to remember the blood that flows in
our voing, and walk worthy of our
sires—this is to celebrate the feast
of the illustrious 5t Patriok,

FREE MASUNS IN GERBMANY.
Tho Dominon Presbyterian is re
spousble for tha following :

© It 1 nad that tho Kawser has directed
that po hoown Free Mason shmll be pro.
moted to the higher grades in the publie
services, or to the superior grades in the
army.”

It 18 a poculiar thing that tho leading
Protestant State in Luropo ; the most
learned and enlightoned people in the
world ; the power that ig cverywhere
ackuowlodged as bsing at once the
most progressive aud aggressive in
sny and every line to-day ; the nation
that is admittedly ons of tbe greatest
powsrs at the present moment, and
whose future is more than bright—it
is peouliar, we say, that such a land
should be the first to #oe that Free
Masonry is not sondusive to the pros-
perity of the couniry. It is peculiar
that Germany, a land that bas not
felt the blighting influence of Masonry
to the same extent as some others,
should be the first to safeguard ftself
against the possibility of ruin. France,
Italy, Spain, aud Portugal ars hurry-
ing headlong to desirnction, are’rush-
ing madly to the utter extinotion of
religion, and ocousequently of true
advancament, under ths blasting band
of Free Mason governments, The
South American Republios lhave felt,
and are fo-day feeling, the terrible
consequences of Free Mason control.
Aud all these countries where'Masonry
has had the upper band and has used
its power to extingulsh evcry spark of
religious feeling in the bosoms of the
people, have been overwhelmingly
Qatholie, It is a peculiar state of
affaire, bul it ia none the less true.
The Germans have been striding for-
ward, and this last step will do mors
toward their advancement than soy
other that wo knaw of. Perfiling by
the examples given him in France and
other Catholic countries of Earope,
Ermperor William has st.own himsolf
a true and energetio siatesmon. He
ohoose rather to stifle the rank growth
of Masonry before he and his people
sbould find themselves choked by that
poizonous weed. It ia a sign of the
times, o sign of the true and healthy
state of Germany'’s growth, Germany
is going abead fast, and this blow to
Fros Masonty cannot but advanocs her
in her aims. Austria {s doomed to
disintogration, and it is almost & cer-
tainty that the German portion of
that Empire shall join itself to the

the German Ewmpire. This act of
wisdom-—the checking of the growth
of Masonry—will have a tendenoy to
make the Catholic Auatrians the more
willing to join themselves with &
pation that is giving such evidences
not only of present greatness, kat of
future prosperity, Will ti. French
people be wise emough to see {heir
mistuke and profit by thia grand ex-
amplo? That alone will eave her
from alumost inevitable civil war.
e er—————

VOCATIONS.

Bome of our Catholis people have
pacaliar idess of what a vocation to a
religious calling meaus. Voostion, in
its derivation, means a calling, and in
its religious conneotion, it is simply &
call from God to » religious life. The
wmalin point ia, that it 1s God who givez
the call. No parent, no rclativs, can
mark oui such o child for religion ; no
aspirant o religion cam enfer that
state of his own acsord avd with his
awn feelings a8 & guide, God alone
gives the eall, and He does 80 through
bis ministers. A young man Jesiring
to enter the prissthood submits him.
selt 4o the deeislon of hic director.
He Iays himsolf bare befors his ghostly
father; he submits himeelf to his
jodgment. Nothing is veserved, no.
thing hidden, of all his thoughts and
inolinations ; nothing kept beck. Ho
poors out his soul to his director who
in » gpecialist in affairs of the son),
and upun whose judgment the young
man masé zaly. A younn man may

be told to seck other ficlde and yet be
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tor sonds & youug man or a young
wowau back into the world, that ia no
indioation that such & one's morals are
not good; that such o ono hasuny tlaw
or blemish in his charactor ; that such
aouo lacks ambition or has made a
falure of life, It simplyindioatos that
his place {8 sa tho world, it may bo
{or reasons that are not only not at all
not indieative of any lack of ambition,
strength of oharacter or ability, but it
may be for reasous that may oven
assist him foward uoqualified sucesss
in tho world. Our Ostholio psovle,
partioularly the Iriek people, aro only
too ofton guilly of ragh judgmont on
this question of veoations. A young
man onters a novitiate or a seminary
not simply to study religious life or
theology, but also, and espeoially, to
have s caso adjudioated. It ig there
that specially trained priests aro tound,
and they are plnced there for the ox-
press purpoze of assisting young moen
in deciding whether they are oallod to
roligious bfe by God or not, Thus it
ia no disgrace for a young man to find
that he is not called to religion, and
if he is not, his place is iu the
world, A young man who insista
upon entering the priestbood after his
dircotor hae decided that ke has no
vooation, is placing himeelf in a dan.
gerous pogition, and bis ohancer of
sslvation are very small, He is, in.
deed, flying in the face of God ; fore-
ing his way into the holy priesthood
against the will of God. BSuch an
aotion must be terrible in ile results.
Onoe in » while we find & bad priust.
In slmost every cass such a one will
be fourd to be one who has mistaken
his vooation; ons who has entered
Holy Orders out of deferencs to tho
wishes of hiz parents, or one who has
gone on through want of charaster
enough to face the world as an ex.
student for the priestbood, Buch
oases are rare, thank God, but torrible
soandal has arieen in the fhurch ow-
ing to their existence, We must
repeat that it is no disgrace to &
young man or & young woman, if after
yeata of study, be or she is found un-
fitted for a life of religion. To enter
upon religious work without a esll
from God must inevitably rewlt in
damnation. It is God who calls, pan
who obeys ; it is God who rejects, and
it i still man’s place fo give blind
obedience.

MODERN PHOTESTANTISM,

—

We olip the follow'ng announce.
ment of a Motbodist ¢ Ravival ” meet-
ing from a Chlcago paper of last
week :—

‘*Articles of agreement for the fnish
fight between Duke M. Farson and the
Devil have been signed, Mr, Farson signed
in person. The Devil was 5o busy in New
York and Washington that he could not
keep the appointment, but the Rev. Rich-
ard A. Morley, who delights in these con-
tests, signed for the Lucifer party.

“The articles call for a limited number
of rounds oach night for fifteen nights,
beginning Monday March 11. Me. Fargon
bets $1,000 st fifteen souls owned b

. 8hould Mr, Farson vniu—decir
sica o be left to & referce who was also
selected—tho Devil will loose fifteen souls.
Should Mr. Farson lose he will sabscribe
1,000 to Mr. Morley's church, In the
articles it is agreed that during the period
of their meetings there ahall be no &euroh
entortainments, sociables, concerts, bazars,
fairs, or othcr form of ungodly amuse.
ments held in tion with the church,
T is agreed that there shall be one meet-
ing a night for fifteen nights, and that dur-
ing thus period .4 icadt fiftoen souls shall
be saved

¢4 Mr, Farson began hard traning Tues
day for his tost, o has selected the
auditerium of the first Methodist Church
as his trawning quartors. and is assisted by
five oxpoerts. The scssions are billed as
** Lovo aud Hollness™ meetings. Tucsday
Mr. Farson.had to call on the pohce for
protection, DPersons not counectd with
Mr Farson's party attempted to spread
doctrines bordering on heresy.”

1t ie difficals to find Iapgusge suffi-
ciently strong, and yet conventional,
to charasterize guch methods of adver-
tizing religious meetiogs, It sesms
to us that such volgarity and such
appeals to the very lowest passions,
cannot but indioats an extremely low
ebb of Ohmnatian influencs, and must
mark » rotrogrado movement even in-
Moethodism. If things hava coma to
auch o pass in Chicago that roligious
meetings must necds have adv~ting:
ments couched in langusge indieative
of prizefights then must we deplore
the state of religion iu Ghloago, When
the sublime doetrines of our Lord
must depend npon appeals to the
baser passions of men for a hearing;
when the geandest and most beaatifal
teachings that the world has ever
known must needs have reconrse to
the sporting world to secare & hearing,
then must we admit either one of two
things—** Revival " moestiogs tend to
lower Christianity in tho eyss of {he
world, to made it ridienlsus, and thus
$o weaken ite powsr for good, ot the

veople inOliloago have fallea 90 Jow:

that.dokhing bat the laogusge of the'

priza-ring ia any longer intelhgible to
1. Wo prefer to boliove the latior
altornative, "¢ ig intorosting to mote
thas the Police protestion spokon of
was necogsary ¢o eilonos an opposition
epoaker whoge doectrine was that of
submission. He wors » black oye as
@ #ign of s teaohing. Bome ona wio
doclined to beliove in the follow's
religion punched hita in the oye. This
preachor was a follower of Jeffcles,
the father of tho ohamplon prize.
fighter,

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING.

We quote the following from The
Toronto Saturdey Night :—

“*Alwaya whon a setiloment is arrived at
tho Romau Cathalica gain tho advautago,
Lecanse they obtam somoething and give
notlung,  The Church stsolf 18 hard and
fast, and the closter politictans of the
Romonn Cutholics somehow find an oppor.
tumty to obtam an advantaye and give
nouno. In the coronation oath the Donun.
wn Parlimont, both sides sgreemg, give
tho Roun Catholics sumethung wlioli 1e
theirs for all tune, and obtamn nothing In
return. 1f we nro to have a fair deal oll
round let it bofalr, but by no means should
tho Romuan Catholics bo given an apparent
ndvantage. 1t appears to mo that the
minority, and a Aisoroditod minor.ty at
that, are obtaiuing tho advantage whilo
thoy glwe nothing fu roturn. Wo ma
think that wo are a porfootly orgamze
oountry, but wo should ask somothing in
return for what wo give. It is quito true
that while King Edward VII, has many
Cathollo subjeots, the Romau Catholic
Church has a vast number of Protestant
eupporters, By aupporters I mean thoso
who sutscribe for the butlding of churchos
and the niatntenance of priests and hospi-
tals. The Protestars subuoribers to Roman
Catholic funds have a right, which henoce-
forth shall be insisted upon, of demanding
that the oaths taken by the hierarchy shall
be more liboral. Thoy vannot organize
themeslves as the Roman Catholics have
in Parliamont, bus privately, and with a
certainty that they shall have influence,
they must demsnd that the priesthood,
small and great, shall take a different vow
from that which st present they submit
themselves to. It is quite impossible for
an sgitation of thie sort to be entirely one-
sided. Tho Roman Catholics demand,with
o falr show of justice, that the Sovereign
ehall not hererfter take the same vow,
The Peotostants Lave a very good right to
::gni'fe into tho vows which the hierarchy

0.

The editorial writer on The Baturday
Night is usually clear and o the peing,
bat in this partioular instance it is
not all a} necessary to tell our readers
that his information has evidently
been received not second-band btut
fortieth, and from a soures that is
anything but reliable at that. As for
se gotting something for nothing is
conocerned, we have nothing to say.
In our issue of last week we had suffi.
oicnt matter on the quest.on of the
regolution that was jaised in the
House of Commons at Ottawa. We
agked for bread and were not given a
stone, and we thank our Protestant
friends for the assistance they gave us
in our demand for smple justice. If
the positions were reversed we are
confident wa should aot a3 they have
Jone. We do not consider ourselves
to have been cringing beggars. Itis
but an ast of justice that we are de-
msnding, and our Protestant friends,
in Canads, wse are pleased to say, look
upon the gnestion as we ourselves do.
‘We may be & * discredited minority ”
here in Canada, but we ars a minor-
ity that nomber 48 Jer cent. of the
total population of this fair land ; wo
are & minority that will demand our
rights with no unceriain voics. Oath.
olies in this country are fally alive to
what is dus them., The time hag
passed when Catholiciam: was & diz-
orodited ” religion in Canada; the
tims has passed when it was danger
oas to procizim one's self & Catholis;
the tims has passed when Catholics
subwmisted without & murmar to petty
perzecutions arising from prejadice be-
gotten of ignorauce and bigotry. The
argamont in the above artiele for this
« fair exchange ” that is worrying the
writer, is cortainly vary peculiar,
Beoauss Protestanis give alms to the
Church—and let us add that the sup-
port we receive from Protestants is
decidediy small—we muat fcrsooth,
ohange our dosirines to suit them.
Itdoes not say 40 in 80 many words,

.but that is the logioal conclusion of

the article. Satarday Night is, s
asual, very deoided in ita tone—
st whish henecforth shall be insisted
upon,” ie pretty strong. Probably the
wrilez means that this insisting will
sake place in The Baturday Night
Buailding, We wers not awars that
Protestantism had conoenirated itasif
within the maaly bosom of the edi.
torlal writer of The Saturday Night.
And ow eome.s the inevitebls display
of gross igmorance with regard to
Catliolis dootrines and practicss—ws
“vefer to Satarday Night's handling of
the quention of the *vows." ¢ The
Protestauis have & very good right to
enquire into the vows which the hier.
‘arohy tuke,” Wao positively deny any

pach *'right " upon any grownds what-
ewer;. ud-we ‘do-lavile. our -sontess.

F

porary to * enquire into” thom, 'That
ls presizely what Catholioiam i3 ask-
ivg for here In Awerica—a careful
and unprejudiced onquiry into hor
dootrines and practices, We have no
sooreta to divaiga, Any honest on-
quirer will fiud all ths informatioa ke
is scoking, What we do objeot to is
the submissive and final accepisnce by
Protestants of apny and every state-
ment made about us by Protostant
proachiers and writers whose businea
it seeme to have beson, and to be, o
briag ¢ digoredit ” upon Uaiholiciem,
We ask in all fairnosa that wo bo
allowed to intorpret our doctiines, to
explain our own forms of religion.
The whole azticlo breathes unfairness.
Lven though the vows of our pricsts
wero all that The Telegram and Sat:
urday Night say thioy are, we dony
ttat the King's oath would boar any
parallel to them, In tho one case our
priesis ara ruling peorle of their own
faith alone, and make no attempt to
foroo it upon any othors ; in the other
the King is ruler of Protestants and
Oatholice alike, The true parallel
would be drawn betweon our vows and
the Westminster Confonsion, for in.
atanco, We have nathing to say with
regard to that Oonfossion, We think
that ‘#e should bo justly regsrded as
impertinent meddlers if we wore to
raise any objeetion to thom, We hops
that Saturday night will begin that
enguiry at onoe, and that the nexi
time the wriler wishes to tonoh upon
suything periaining to Oathisifcism he
will be aure of his ground hefore he
isunches his bolt,

Sttty - Porermntaranems.

POSITIVISM.

——t 1

The Marou number of the North
Amerioan Review ranks positivism
smongst the great religions of the
world, and contains a lengihy article
undse this head by Frederlo Harrison
one of ita leading English sposties.
Few adherents of Comte's philosophy
would be bold enough to olaim it on
any level with Christianity or, Judsism
No magazine with a reputation to
tmake or a nams to save should admit
the olaim even upon ita title page.
Mauy well informed people may be
quite indiffarent a¢ to what Positivism
means. At first thomght thoy may
aay thet it is not negative. And thas
is all they eare to kuow about 1it.
For practical purposes that would be
enough, were it not for two things:
viz. that it is well for us to underetand
the modern errorsin order $0 be bettar
armed, and secondly on acsoant of the
aggreesive stand which Positiviats
have taken against Ohristianuty. Itis
a form of Materialism. As a school it
wat founded by Augusis Comtie, &
French philosopher (1708-1857.) Its
name is dovised from the sciences
which are known as positive. Suchas
Mathematios, Sociology, Maturat Phi-
losophy and others, Metaphysics as
» sslence for firat oauses has, for Tomte
and bis school, no existencs. It ia
only a dream. The absolute is beyond
the human mind, insccessible to it.
True philozophy therefore rejeety all
theologioal Being, all metapbysical
reality. To rank Positivism amongat
the religions, tras or false, is thas to
sot it up against itae'f, Al theologi.
oal dootrine, all motaphysioal theory
hiave according to Pomtiviat philosophy
no objectiva reality, The only traths,
the only realities ara those cectified to
by positive seienco. Besidos, aecord-
ipg to Comte, the human mind in the
eourse of its development tkrough the
ages has passed through thres stages,
of whieh the theological waz the ear-
liest. Muring this atage man sought
the origia of things in supernatural
beings, This was sucoceded by the
motaphysical when man oxplained the
warld and its phenomena by abatract
idens and a priori ooneepta. Posi-
tive so1ence came next, the period in
which things are analyxed and explain.
od by their immediate causes, Thus
acocrding to Positiviem religion was
a fistion, & shadow which has Jong
ago made way for the light of selenoce.
Bub error is never consistent with
iteell. It frequently ohanges its
groucd, Nor is Positivism an exoep-
tion., 8o far from exeluding religion
from his systam Comte speaks of the
religion of humanity, Aed Federie
Harrison in the opening sentence of
the actiols o which we refor tells us:
“Poritiviem is a¢ ones a philosophy, »
polity, and » religion—all thres hae.
mouixed oy tha i of a sapreme
kumaaity, sll thres conoentrated om
the good and progress of humsaity.”
Hos then the pendolam of human

mind swung: bask fo it old merting
poialt To talk About “a Dwgeeme

UHumanity,” and mean thoreby the
aggregoto of tho human race.is non-
sonsv.  Worse still, it is idolatry.
Thero is o ~uprewe Humanity—but it
the human nature of Him who is
above all names that are named in
the hoavons above and tho earth be.
fow, Ho it was who founded a reli-
gion—uvot direotly a philosophy, nover.
thelesr His roligion Las been the only
school of truo philosophy, and the
noblest polioy and sosiety for the good
and progross of humsnity. In pro-
portion as poople have received Ilis
trath and lived b, His principles, in
tho samo proporifon have they exalted
the human mind and elevated the
howan raca. To oall Positivism
roligien i3 to misnawe it. To rank it
among the great rohgions of tho
world is fo insult a Christisn poople,
———— e
EDITORIAL NOTES,

Me. Goldwin Smith oalls the denun-
oiation of Oathclio dootrine in the
Corounation Oath an “bistorical Yossil,”

The Associated Prese despatohes
praiss the anti- Oatholic preacher,
Riordan aliss Ruthven, for his for-
bearanoe in not shootiog sooner when
sttacked by a mob reeently in the Isle
of Wight. Wo think that it was the
ingulied people who showed the for.
boaranoce 1n letting such s ssoundrel
esoape alive,

The Alumni of Toronto Uuiver.
sity are forming thewmselves into or-
ganized bodies all over Ontario with a
view {o assisting their Alms Mater in
any possible way. Up to date the
prevalent method of bringing aid to
the Btate University has been to pass
resolutions and o memorialixe the
Government, This is sll very nice,
and we heartily approvs of the efforis
that are being put forth to band'the
Alumni together, but we would sug.
gost that as a kind of sapplementary
sid, the graduates go down individa-
ally into their cwn pookets and sasist
in financing the University.

Tho Irish members of the British
Honge of Commons have decided that
14 is inconsistent aud improper for any
of them to use influence_of any kind
to obtain Government appointments
for any person. They seem deter-
mined to remain independent of parky
ang to fight their battles without pre-
jodice and without favor, They havs
also decided to grant $25 a week to
such as oannot afford to attend the
sessions on their own means, Thoss
who do not present themselves at the
meetiogs of the House will be fined
$8.50 a day. The Irish seem to be
very much in earnest. This will be
weloomo news to the supporters of
Bome Rale in this sountry,

The recent disgraceful scens in the
British House of Commons, in which
oertain Irish membsrs were expslied
bodily for r<sisting an attempt at gag-
gng, oannok, in justiss, be Iaid at the
door of the Irish, The attempt of
Mr, Balfour to rush through en bloe
s £17,000,000 item, £2,000,000 of
which had to do with Ireland, mus:
bo regarded as an outrage to justice.
The members were not permitted to
even discuss an expendtiurs that oon-
cerned them and their constituenty,
No wonder the Irish members refused
to submit to such treatracnt quietly.
Mr. I. N, Ford, tho well-known news-
paper correspondent in London, ad-
mite that the Lish membars were
right in thoir protestations. 3¢ is
oustomary {o saddle the Irish in the
Housse with anythizg eavaring of row.
dyinn withont entering itito the eauses
of the uproars. In this oase, af any
rate, tho Itish were right, and did
nothing more than their duty,

The Telogram, in gommanticg upon
Fathor Ryan's latter on the * Josnits'
Oath” question, says that no news-
paper oan be cxpested to verify every
ftem that appears iu ils columns
Probably not, but no newspaper shoald
admit an itern ingo ity colamns that
is as insulling a4 the ardiele In ques-
tion without verifying it. It wea
not difieult 40 flad out the trath in
this maiter, but 0o atjempt was made
todoso. The Telagram's article was
& mam of fabrioations, and was evi.
denily priatod with a visw to 0%set-
ting the sgitation against the sntle
Catholic sentiments in the Coronsion
Oath, Norepuiable mawspaper would
print such an offensive artiel s withont
investigating the truth of the matier,
The troquent appeatanes of aaki-Catkic

Olio items - in our -dally pepers is be'
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