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receiving thut, may we also have thie welcome,; published writings, the great thinkers of the

= Well done, good and  fathful servam, enter
into the juy of thy Lagd.””

To the younger members, of whom en good-
ly a nmmber have been present, 1 would say—

world cujuy an carthly immortality.  Their
bodies die ; bat their genius and wisdamn sur-
vive, to assert for them that noblest and must
lasting of all dunimons—tho power of dehight-

bear with me while T ufier you a word of ex~|ng and instrucung their filluw-men.

bortation.  While st reymices onr hearts, to see

Nor 1s the power much less wonderful which

<o many young and avdent laborers conjuined bouks convey to their readers. The elder Cato

with us, and wiile we have cause to feel proud
ot the talent and the amount of Wterary ac-
jarrements exhubited by many of you, let wme
eahort you to much watehfulness, study amd
prayer. You are yet yoang | 1 wouid recons-
tnend 1o your earnest autention, the beanng
and example of the stnphing David when go-
g forth alone 1w the sight of the warriors and
wghty men of valour of both armues, to do
batde sganst faen who had defied the enmity of
the lvine Godo The warfare you are engag-
ed 18 2 sonl-sirnng one. The sreonr of
the soldiers and the splendonr of the srray 15
suchas to attract yotic atteation.  You are now
on the battle ficld 3 look  well to your aunour
—sce that itis firmly buckled on; for tus
armeur is not only admitably suited 1o arna.
ment the person, but also to protcet and enable
you to fizlit successfully — fight the Gaza fight.
Look steadily to the Great Captam of ovur
Falvauon. The eneny opposed to you is not
only strang  and powerful, but also subtle and
vindictive.  1f you are viclorious, you may, as
David, hear the sounds of praise and landation.
We beteech vou not to hinger 10 histen to such
—the melody may be pleasant, the sounds
may be agreeable, sull 1t 1s but the praise of|
men.  But remember that, hke David, you
will have to suffer the petsceution of the world
and of the powers that be, and this even in the
face of promused suppurt and assistance.  Thus
may be 20 severe, that, like David, you may
have to leave far a tune that shelter to wiuch
you were wtroduced by that very power which
now harasses and annoys you. But though
like im you may have to wander solitary—
even as an omcast—be pot dismayed , there is
a throne in prospect, there 1s honor 1n reserve.

And now that we are about to scparate,
may the protecung arm of an All-gracious
providence be around us,—may we arnve at
our several abedes m salety, refreshed with
the Lrotherly communton we have enjoyed,—
and may our fiocks from onr hands again dnok
renewed draughts, drawn from that wrecious
fountun which 1s free to all.

A portion of the 122d Psalm was then sung,
and thereafter the Moderator having engaged
n praver, pronounced the Benediction, and
the Synod closed, to meet agam at Kingston,
on the first Wednesday i May, 1856.

B

MISCELLANECUS.
The Book of Books.

Tuat * agpreaate of printed leaves*
a book, 15 not only ono of the wonders
of tho world, but onc of the greatest
wonder-workers upon the carth  How vasta
power for good do the pen and the press confer
on the instructors of mankind !, Spoken words
reach anly 2 few cars; and their effect 1s sel
dom wore permanent than the figures sketched
on the sand, which the next tide obliterates
forever.  But the press gives diffusion snd
perpetuity to speech. It causes words, wwhich
were originally addressed to hundreds, to be
heard by mullions ; and 1t .coables a gifted
tcacher 10 speak cven afier he has gone to hig
prave,—nay, 1o speak to the ends of the earth,
and to the end of ume. Bi means of thor

comforted himself in the prospect of death, by
apticipatmg Jus adnussivn to the suciety ot
departed sages and legislators.  But wali the
wrnings of the ancient worthies 1 our hands,
we redquire not to die, in order to comverse
with ¢ that divine assembly of exalted spiris,”
In the Jutle budy of thought, which iies before
us in the shaps of a1 book, we possess the
constant prescuce tad companivuship, of s
authar.  In a fuum thus shght and poriable,
we have, preserved fur our benefit, the mighty
energy of Homer, the solemn grondear ol
filwn, the eaalted piety of Pascal.  In a
single apartment, walled with shelves, we
have around us the assembled spirits of the
wise and good of all time, waiting to pour
their souls into ours, and to enrich us with
their treagures of hnowledze and expervce
Nay, it s the property of hoohs not merely
to admt us 10 the fellowship of their authors,
but to iuvest us with 2 surt of omnipresence.
With the wartior, we hie over agzain the day
and the hour and the agony of the battle.
With the traveller, we cross agmin the ocean,
and clinb the Alps, and tread with glowing
heart the classic suil.  Wath 1he philosoplier,
we trm anew the midnight lamp, and adjust
the cruaible, and watch with breathless nter-
cst for ine spark or the effervescence which is
to confirm or overthrow the favourite theory.
In books we pussess a spell to raise the dead
and he it prophiet or sage, philosopher or poet,
whom we may wish back from the grave to
instruct or charm us, we have but to issue the
smnmons, and he stands before us with his
‘¢ thoughts that breathe and words that burn.”

Of all hooks, the most wonderful, whether
as an imperishable embodiment of its authors’
thoughts, or as a vehicle of instruction to its
readers—is that whose lterary characteristics
I have undertaken to deseribe.  Irrespective
of ns peculiar claims and character as the
Record of Divine truth, the Bible stands, as @
merc book, apart and aloft from all others. The
first 1n order of tme, itis also the first—hy a
long intesrval—in point of literary excellence.
Its poetry is far in the van of all other poetry ;
uts history of all other history ; its morals of
all other morals.  Compared with the average
level of other writings, it is ** an exceeding
high mountain from whence we behold =li the
kingdoms of the world and the glory of them.”
It is the carlicst and the brightest star in the
literary heavens. He who gues for the first
time to its pages, will find himself, like Colum-
bus, exploring & new world with features and
productions immensely more varicd and beau-
tiful than the old. In a mere literary point of|
view, it is well entutled 10 its name—the Book
of Books. Nor did that unfortunate son of
genmus—the singularly pifted Shelley, speak
unadvisedly, when, in answer i0 3 friend who
asked hum what book he wauld save for him-
self if he conld save no other, hy rephed,
**‘The oldest book, the Bible.” Dr. McCul-
loch’s  Literary Characieristics of the Holy
Seriptures.

———— il e,

A Highland Widow.

Snr came one morning among tho many
who occupy, with varions matters of business,
the ime of the minister of *a populous panish.

She was cleanly dressed, and appeared verv
sad and dcjected.  Her story, and the caus |
of her sorraw, were svon told. Sheand * ¢
family, consisting of four davghters rud 3 un
had been accepted by the Governmens Com
issioners as emigrants to Australia, Under
the impression that they were to sail early i
speing, her danghters had left their service
‘The son, in the mecantime, had broken tus
artn, and was unable to work. ‘They were
sitangers, w a strange land.  ‘The centificates
m their posscession, from their minister and
landlord in the Ihghlands, represented them
ax a suber, mdustrious, and mnst deserving
famly.  Weck after week passed, while wan
ing fur the expected arder to sail. ‘T*he pursy,
never very full, was fast getung empty in the
great city.  But at last the order came, tha
w three diavs they must embarh T Their pas
sage was paid. They must go or lose ai
Oue difficulty alone remained,—they could n
supply themselves with all the necessary
articles of clothing 3 aud unless these could b2
obtained, their chests, when opened at Liver
poal, would be found wanting iu the shoes,
the petticoats, 1he shifts, &c. which woreabse
lutely necessary fur the voyaae; and she ard
her family would be sent back in poverty au
despair !~ flow much was required to mafe:
up the defective articles?  Only twelve st
linas! A smallsum, reader ! but neverthelese,
as far, almost, as Australia itself from the po:
womnan's grasp.  Oh! ye who tlank littde e
twelve slathngs, or twelve peuce, wonld tha
ve accumnpanicd a mimster i fus duily rounds,
and soon would you be taught to feel whe
comfurt 1o the widow and the fathetless, 1.
bungry and the sick, aye, and to yourox
heart, ye are daily muking and daily spending
withuut hardly knowing how or why ' Perhap,
however, the money might ho got, ** samehos
or other,” in a few days. Dut that afternoes!

I was abliged to leave town, and in twa dan
tl:¢ ship was to sail ; and after she had sailed,
the twelve shillings, one hundred times mul:
plied would not get the widow and her fami)
on board. ¢ What is to be done?—Gu
alone knows '™ she yeplied, meekly bendsy
her head, and wiping her tears wath her apies,
I have not shut an eye for fuur nights,—ty,
lassics are as il as me.  We have parted wi
all we had”  Who will give me twelve sh?
lings? thought 1. Why not give it yoursed
exclaiim my readers.  Try the expenmes
first, 1 reply, when such demands come o
on you—hourly almost! a very counvenie:
philosophy is this, of everything being ¢
now-a-days by ministers! ¢ Go to the mmnst
Ask the minister! Apply to the minicw
Fond of money those ministers.~—why not gn
twelve shillings?*” Instead of saying so, ples
2o to your own minister if you have ong,
say to him, *I can afford to give such andse
in charity—twelve shillings occasionaliy—
me know of any case where it can be of vee.
Ah! had I known of such a considerate frie:
how gla¢ I would have made my poor Hif
tand petitioner! What can be done? Tost
repeated questions, which teo cleary w:
*¢ Nothing can be done.” she replied in &
““Surely God, who has helped me in
widowhood—who has never left me since
gaed awa—will not desert r.e in the cleres
hour. ¢ Though He slay me, yc
trust in Him V'™ *¢ ] can give you fourorf
shillings,” cheetfully saidgl + ““ but whatg
will that do 1= God who made anc friesd
a stranger ight find another before we
sail * ¢ Come back,” T said, ““in an b
and we shall see what ecan'yet he done.”

was one of those expedientsto which weres




