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THE FALLACY 0F LOCAL TRaînuNÂLS.

S ELE CTJO NS. bis defence, to get an affidavit drawn and sworn,
and to transmit ail these documents in due

IR FALLACY 0F LOCAL TRIBUNALS. forrm to Bodnxin, under pain of having judginent
entered up against himn. Tbe post would

If the wisdom of the social Science Associ- tako twe days, se that this marvellous feat
ation w ere te, bc mica-ured by its discussion would demand accomplishmuîît in about 48
oni ' the reorganisation of our Courts, superior hours.
and local,' the interest in its proceedings Such a scbeme is so monstrous, that, if the
would speediiy ho linited 10 those who are language was not explicit, il -would bc oiy
charmced with the sound of their own voices. fair to suppose that grave inisapprehiension
'To s-ay nothirig ncw, and to say that littho existed as to the meaning of tho speaker. At
lbadly, is iess than could be expected evon presenit, if the proceedings are in the County
from the boldest usurpers of tho title of serons. Court, the defendont bias this advantage, that
Yet tue onily seflse on perusing the speeches the plaintiff must comte into the defendant's
delivercd aI 3niîga on th-- condition of own district;- but bere the w ords are; 'The
oui judicature is our of entircdisappointment. plaintiff sbould bave the option of suing in
'To plead as licy do in Ciiancery, te fuse law whatever local Conrt ho thought fit, net being
and equity, and~ to substitue local for central compellcdl 10 tollow bis debtor to any distance;'
iurisdiction, are the speciflcs discovered by just as thongb to 'snap' a judgment was
1the doctrinaires of the Association. The flrsî altogether about the most just and delightful
tu o propositions are good enougb, but tbey thing known to ail the legal world. If a
are flot nexv: the last is neither good nor new. mari is sued now in the superior Courts, ho
It is, as we heliex e, an idea tboroughly Con- bias eight days t0 appoar ; thcn he bas the
sidercd and coipioîely discarded hy tho Judi- breathing time afl'orded before delivery of the
cature Commission, scarcely at Ibis date to bc doclaration ; tlien eigbt days to plead, with
galvanised into a post-morteos activity by the further time as a malter of course. In Mnost
most ardent and juvcnile of advocates. Yet, cases a detendant gets sorte three or four weeks
as it bias been seriously and elahorately recoin- in wbiebho li nay prcpare to meet the demand
mended lu Section B, and not comhated by made against bim. But that sort of delay
any subsequent debater at the meetings of the is neo longer to be allowed, and the defendants
Association, il beliox os us te say a few words are to be tomahawked and scalped w itlîin four
on Ibis proposition. days fromn the service of the summons. XVe

It is advanced, first, that the plaintiff sbould can almost discorn lu the gloomi the txvinkie of
ho allow ed 10 hegin bis action in any local the oye of the tallyman at this charming pro-
court, whatcvcr inay bc the nature or amouent position. But it goos heyend petty dehts and
ot bis dlaim. Second, tliat if the claim ho bc- the petty oppression of petty creditors, and
low 5001., then tbe plaintift should ho coipel- defendants are to bo flxed with jndgmoints
Led to begin in somne local Court. On tbe and exentions, we suppose witb proportienate
other band, the defendant may post an affida- rapidity, for ameunîs not oxceeding 5001. In-
vit to the registrar of the local Court stating deed, Ibat seems te ho the limit onlv of coin-
tbat li bias a good defoec and a goed cause pulsory jurisdiction, se that il inay ho that the
for reinoval. 'l'lie plaintiff may reply, oppos- juidgment may run rip to thousands or oven
ing the reinoval, by a counitor affidavit. Tbis millions, unless the local jndge of bis own)
is certainly a pleasant prospect te start w itb. mere motion interfère for tbe purpose of trans-
A., living iii Northumnberland, receives a sumn- ferring the cause te a superior Court.
Mons fromn the Connty Court of Cornwall for We bave criticised these items of the gen-
a demanid airuounting te soine hundreds of oral proposition to localise the administration
peurnds. Being apruidentiman, honecessarily of justice, net so muchbhecause they go iu any
would net bc content with posting an affidavit way 10 the root or principle of the tbing, but
te the rogistrar stating an inclination to bave rather 10 show bew crude, unpractical, and
his cause lied in London or at Newcastle, but absurd are the views wbicb bave been thus
w ould ho driven 10 employ au attorney at put forward. It is impossible for au associa-
Bodmin bo watcb the proceedings. The suai- lion te repress persons who insist on reading
nions is also te centain in all cases a clear papers in the several sections, but the mis-
warning Ibat, unless the defendant, within six chief is that a fictitious importance is lent te
clear days of the liearing, gives notice te the sncb documents hy the prestige of the seciety.
registrar of bis intention te detend, witb a The publie, naturally unable te form as sound
statemeut ef the greunds on wbich. ho rosts a judgment on the reform. of t11e adminstratien
bis defence, the plaintiff shall ho aI liberty te ef law as on broad questions of policy, is apt
bave judgînent entered up againgt the defend- te imagine that there is a virtue in the legal
ant. At presenit a sumînons mnust ho served quackery xvhicb loudly assorls its own oxcl-
ton clear days before the day ef bcaring. The lonce, and that the real authorities, the staff ef
consequence is that, according te tbis plan, judges and heads of the profession, are mere
w ithin the space ut four days A. would bave adherents of a specios ef priesîcrait. But tbe
te fiud uatterney-bis ewn residerît in Lon- principle et localisîng justice in this country is
ýdoî, libm examp,,.-and, tbrougb that attorney, unsound, the moment that il is carîied beyond
hto taire counsel's opinion as te the greunds efthIe speedy moans ef recovering pctty debts,
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