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1890 and April 1891. Accident, carnivorous birds, man, disease, and
other foes liad accounted for more than hiaîf of i hem. This wsas repeated
in '91'92,'93, and'94; but in' '95 that square mile had probably flot more
th-in i0 birds in june. It is an interesting speculation whiether the
oid ratio of moicrta-Iity, will lîold good, or wiii a greater proportion of
Blue*birds escape this year than nsual. As an offset of this ioss, it scems
you liave the Dickcissei (Siz mericalza) at Ottawa this year. About
the middle of june I liad a card fromn '.-r. Robert Elloit, stating that at
Mr. Beck's farmi, about 12 miles froni London, there was a nest of the
1)ickcissei witli 5 egg-s, and asking nie to comie and sce it. As it was
tie rirst record for our county, I dec*ded I would go. On june 2 ist I
left London about 5 a.m. and liazd not ridden three miles wheîî I heard
a 1)ickcissel1 along the rondside, and, dismounting, heard another
irnmiediateiy. Two maies were singing in an orclird, and after iooking
in vain for tic femiales wlîo 'vere doubtl2ss on their eggs, I finislied the
journey and found the pair of birds on Mr. Beck's farmi with eg-gs îîeariv
ready to lhatch. Mr. Beck is a lover o! birds_ and liad spent a good deal
of timie watching tic strangers and finding their nest. Of cliff swailows,*
wliich are quite rare ail thirougli these western counties wliere they were
formieriy so abundant, '.-r. Beck lias a fine colony of îerhaps 5o nests,
one or more bcing piaced on every building and shed on the farmn,.
save one. His sicili wiîlî ile rifle aîîd siiot gun, coupied with a1 genuine
Canadian hatred of the Englisli sparrow lis leit lîim witiî this fine

colony of-swailows while lus neic'libors 'i re foftei
Itwas ctirious iliat on miy rcturn lionie at nooti, 1 slîould receive

the first notice of the Ottawa birds, and stili more curious thiat on tue

next da1Y, 7' miles wcst Of London, I should lîcar anotiier male singing
beside ilie raiiway Irâcklie oun I fotincd axkiolier onie 1-venly miles

soutli and I have bcen woîidering, ever siluce if I lîad been deaf to

1)ickcisseis in the carl)' spring.
wVhin 1 reaciied Ottawa on july i 2th the chief Dickcissei on the

Experiiiienti Farmi greete(i mie on my arrivil wîtlu lus monotonous song,
wiuich lie kcept up tilI thie i5, h, but after iliat date he wvas flot heard.
The ciover, iii which the nest wvas probabiy placed, luad been cut and
possibiy tue home liad been destroyed. It is to, be lîoped that tiueir


