
* very muchi relating to its geology. 'While some notice 'vas talien of the
occurrence of some of the best known minerais, such as ion and coal,
no attenipt 'vas made in an>' way to interpret; the structure or expiain
the generai geological conditions which prevaiied. Tihis can easiiy be
accounted for froin the fhct that; the study of the science at that date

was in its earliest s.,tages, and even iii Engiand and on tho continent of
Europe, the discussion of geol ogical probienîs was attended wvîti but
smafl satisfaction. The formation of the Geoiogical Society of London,
in 1807, furinishied a starting point foi- better work and more careful
observations, and mnarks- the beginning of thec era, Nvlen the studly olthUi
varions rock formations niay be said to hiave been undertaken in the
riglit spirit. In Canada itself the emnditions of geological study were
somewliat peculiar. Prior to Confedenation, eachi province, ih the
exception of Ontario and Quebec, controiled its own afiairs in this direc-
tion, and aithougfli the present Ocological Survey %vas estabislied inear]y
fifty years ago, or in ] 842-3, its openations were for tweaty-five years
ahinost entireiy confined to tlie provinces mentioned. Mèefre this date,
however, individual explorers, or raditer observers, pronîinent among
whon-t may be nientioned the naines of Bigslby, Baylield, Bonnvcastle,
Ingali and L3'eli, had, in the course of their Nvaniderings, begun to study
in sonie detail the character of the 'various rock masses encountered,

j and tlîeir papers, conmunicated to the Geological Socicty of London
and te the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, constitute the
first literature on the subject of Canadian geology. 0f tlicse, iii so far
as 1 Cali learnl tho, earliest; teoogical description of any sectionî is con-
tained iii a paper rezid b)y Dr. Bigsby, in London, in 1823, and publishied
in the Transactionz of the Geologrical Society, iii 1826. on the "19Geog-
raphy and Geology of Lake Huron," iii -wichl the character of the racks;
about the great lakes and at varions poinnts along the north side of the
St. Lawrence %vas described. Iu this Imper the rocks are sinîply divided
into the Primtitive, a terni wvhicli wvas heid to enîbrace niuch or ail of
whiat we now regard as Laurentiaii and Hitronian, or at least; Archean,
and tie Secondlar!j or stratified portion : the present arrangement of
geological systems of nomenclature not having been invcnted tili soin&-
jears Jater.


