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Coming back Wo the task of the student of our law, it spreads
far beyond what 1 have yet set forth; it has been wisely said
that if a man would know any one tbing, he must know more
than one. And s0 our system of law must be compared witb
others; its characteristies only corne out when this is dorie. As
to the examination of medioeval and modern continental law, we
have hardly made a beginning. Wben wc trace our Iaw far
back, the only possible comparison with anything long-livcd and
continuons is witb the Roinan law. If anyone would remnind
himself of the flood of light that may comc from such com-
panisons, let him, recali the brilliant work of Pollock's predecessor
at Oxford (Sir Henry Maine) in bis great book on Ancien t Law.
That is the bcst use Of tbe iRoman law for us-as a mirror to
reflect light upon our owD, a tool Wo unlock its secrets. And so
the recent learned historians of our law bave usod il. In writ-
ing of the English system of writs and forms of action, for
instance, tbey pût meaning into the whole matter in pointing ont
that ail this, beginning in the middle of the twelfth century,
finds a parallel in Rome 'at a remote stage of Roman history.
We cali it distinctively English, but it is aliso in a certain sense
very Roman. Wbile the other nations of Western Europe were
beginning Wo adopt as their own the ultimate resuits of iRoman
legal history, England was unconsciously reprodncing that
history.'

0f the value of sncb comparative studies, and tbeir immense
power to lift the different subject8 of our law into a elean and
animating ligbt, no competent person Who bas once profited by
themn can even doubt. B3ut, again, observe wbat this means. It
means adding to the wido and difficuit researches already marked
out another great field of' investigation. If it be said that our
teachen of Englisb law may profit by the labour of others, and
bas only to read bis ' Ancient Law' and bis ' History of English
Law,' I reply that the field is btiIl largely unexplored: and,
furthermore, that, for the scholar, sucb books are helps and
guides for bis own research, and not substittutes for-it.

THE, LiNc 0F' STUDY.

So much for this head of what I bave to Bay. Over these vast
fields the competent teacher of law must carefully and minutely
explore the historýy and developulent of bis subject. I set down
first this thorough higtorical and chranological exploration,
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