
UNI VERSITY 0F OTTAW TA RE VIEIW

Vie IC-av'v (3crmlanf c coinunit

H1E warlike Germnanie tribes, who overturlied the western
nîonarchy of Romne, 1101( a very important place in
history. The mnost civilized nations of toda-,y caim
these tribes as tIheir aiicestors aiid in the rude institu-
tions of those barbarians w~e mnay stili distinguish the

original principles of our present laws. Almtost the wh'le
of lePruissia, Finand, Sweden, Norway, iDenmarlk and Ger-

inally, wvere peopled by' the iiumerous tribes of this great nation.
The Rhine on the. west and the Danube on the sou-Lh spparated thein
froîn the provinces of the empire.

In genleral these tribes are described as being large and -very
strong better adapted to violent exertions than to patient labour.
Thy s eam to hiave- been wretchedly destitute, passing their lives in
igullroa',nce and poverty Their townis were if0 more than rude forti-
ficationls, presuinably deiigned to shelter the woinen, eidren and
cattlc, during the absence of the warriors. Tacitus tolls us that
these people regarded tow'ns as "places of ceinl"ueiment rathor than
of seeurity." Evein their dwelliMgs werc isolai:ed, onle froin thue
other and w'ere usually eonstructedi near a streaiitx. These too, were
buts, built rouighly and thatchied withi straw. The, mnen usually
drcssed thiemselves in the skin of- some aimial and the women manu-
faetured for timeir own use a kzind of lineni. The gaine of their dense
forests supplicd their food and their monstrous hierds of cattie con-
stituted their wealth.

They cultivated corli to a very limited extent, but the greator
part of their territory lay wvaste without tillage.

As far as thecir minerai wealth -was concerned the Germans
sem-ed ahniost entircly ignorant of its resources. Sweden, today
supp)lies Europe -with iron, and even flhc arms of the Germans show
that they hardly kiiew the use of this inetal. They imade no use of
coini and carried on traffic by flhc exehiange of commodities.

Ail these facts go to prove that the Germanie people 'vere in
their primitive existence, in grossest barbarism. It is not surpris-
ing thon that inidolence aud earelessness about the future marked
thieir general character. The, works that were really a necessity
suclb as the care of thec fainily, the management of the land and
cattie were dolegated to the old, the infirin, to woinen and slaves.
The lazy warrior lived but to eat and sleep.


