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THE MIFTH PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL.

Punctually at eleven o clack on Wednesday the
a1t nst., the Kibth Counal of the Alliance of
Reformed Churches bo.ding the Preshytenan Sys
tem was opened with prayer by Dr Acpinuall
Hedue, Harttlord, Conn.: reading ot the S niptures
bty Prncipal Caven, and prayer hy Dr Thomas
Sauh, 12 hinburgh,

Puntipal Caven, who preached the sermnn a
the opentng of the Pan-Preshyienan Counel, tank
for hus text lohn xvi. 132 ¢ Howbert when He,
the St of truth, 15 come, He will purte yay
wnto ail truth 3 for He shall not speak of Himsaty,
bat whatsoever [e shall hear that shall e speak :
and He will show you things to come ™ ¢ 1 g
apedient for yeu,” says the Lowd to the twelve,
wihat I go away; for off I go not away the Com
forter will not come unto you ; but af T deparr |
wil send Thm unto you." TI'he dicpencatinn of
tbe Spat could not begnin until the Lord s carthiy
wotk was accomphished.  Ab-ent to sense, nur
Binine Master shauld be canstantly represented,
aod the wark of s kiogdom eartied foarward by
the Holy Spinit, whom, on Ihs departure, He pro
mises to send. By the Spinit the world should he
caovicted 10 tespect of sin, of niphteousness and
of judgment, while to the Church e should fu)-
fi the cthice of comiorter. To this eflics pertane
tte functivn of teaching ; of tis othice, teaching,
acording to the valedictory discourse, 15 a promi
aeat part.  The Loly Ghost 1s catled **the Spirit
of truth” (ch. xive 17}, Apam: * When the
Comlorter 1s come whom I will send unto you
tiom the TFather, even the Spirit of Truth which
proceedeth trom the Father, He shall testify of
~ Me" (che xv. 20), and our text says: ** Whea
te, the Spiric of Truth, is come, He will guide
you unto all truth,” t.e., the truth referred to1n
the preceding verse, which the diseiples could nat
sow **hear,””  Whitst e remained with them
tte Lord was the teacher of Ihis disciples, and
gow their 1nstrucrion should be carned on and ¢om-
pleted by the Holy Spant.

This work and ofhice of teaching mav ae viewed,
ist, with refetence to the apostles, and, secand,
with 1eference to the Church everywhere and in ail

gts.
‘s"’ The primary and direct application of these
wtds 1s to the apostles, to whom the Lord was
speaking.  They, who were appointed 1o orgamze
04 teach the Church, to feed the lambs and the
sheep, should be led by the Sput wto all the
uah. Though the Master Himself had taupht
them, and they under His instructions had attamed
(0 some true conceptions ot the kingdom aof Gid,
they were not yet ready for thewr hife wotk of teach
ingothers.  In the gwdance here promesed to the
spastles two things are abvicusly implied @ (1)
Toe Spint should more fully open to them the
meamng and contents of the Lord's personal
teaching.  They had learned much trom His hips,
bat they had not comprehended at the time all that
His instructions embraced. In plain words, t'e
lotd had anncunced that He shauld be put to
death and should rise from the dead on the third
day, but His meamng was entirely hdden tram
them, and, though the resurrection of Jesus had
dipelied much darkness, thrown back a strong
gt on the whole ticld of His teacting and min-
iy, many things which e said to them needed
1o be recalled and clucidated before the vuth spo.
ken should stand out clearly hefore their minds
and enter 1nta thewr convicuions and expenence.,
Toe vuice of thewr beloved Master should now
cease to be heard, but another teacher should now
take His place, and in leading them over gpround
with wiuch they should have teen tzmihiar, should
manifest 1o their deliphted eyes what they had never
seen belure.

But the Spirit should do more for the apostles
than iv recall and intespret the Lurd's tns ructions.
He should reveal new truths, and also shuw them
dlthings.  The Lord's teaclung conid not he esti
aited ; “ Never man spake hike this Man.' Bt
thete were tru hs which, as lung as their Master
wasan sighty they couid not apprehiena ; and He
most disappear, that the full significance of the
sy iruth about Ihimself should be manifested.
Weare nut placing human wisdom above ivine—
cot placin the servant above his Lord—in saying
ttaihe epustles contain new truth, and allustiate
more tully many aspec's of the truth devered by
the M wier,  Truths susmpnrtant as the aronement,
the pa,ute and methud of jusuficatiun, the const.
wuon  and  offices of the Chnsitan Church, the
uirecton  and ats consequences, receive more
wmpleie statement 1 the cpistles than o the
gospels , and things unspeakably prectous are an-
sounced by the aposties '*in the word of the
Lo, * as durect revelations from the Loid. No
atell rcader of Scnipture doubts that while the
New Testament as a whole makes great advance
od the teaching of the Old, the wntings of the
aposties—even 1n virture of the luiiiment ot the
promises here before us—add greaily to the per-
wal icachiny, oi Jesus. The apostles were ** led
110 al} the truth, " and were enlightened by the
St 1o complete the cucle of New Testamem
taching.  To this teaching no addition will be
wade wil that which 1s perfect has come, and®we
shall no lunger ** see through a glass datkiy, but
fie 1o face.” The ighest Chnstan scholarshap,
cabined with the most exalted piety, will never
g%e Luth to any wrirnps which may take thew
piace wuh the canonical Seriptores, much fess en-
hhl;;e the sphere of revelation 1n doctnine or 1n pro.
phecy.

That they might thus more perfectiy declare the
kingdom of God, the Spirit 1s promused to guide
tbeaposiles.  Not metely by reflecuion of lessons
beard from the Lord's mouth nor by exercise of
reason un completing a system of doctuine whose
AR punciples were already apprehended, but

duect teaching and revelauon of the Spint
sboud they becume quahhed to 1ostruct jew and

Geaule 1o the end of ume,

Bat the meaning of these words 15 not exhausted
o thew application to the apostles. Al God’s
childien are taupht of God ; the Spirit is given to
tach the entire body of Christ and every individual

-and thinking of preceding cnquiries.
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member thereof, \Without His teaching a true
knnwledge of the ki gdom of God in ity doctrines,
prneples and  powers cannot be attained. The
primay teath even that Jesus is Lord is not known
by the Holy Ghoot. At that we know of sin and
holinees, o f gepenerati-n  and sanctification, of
hratherdy Lo ve, of the deeper principles of Chris-
tian monadny is taught us by the Spirit of Guod
Qur krowledge ol spiritual things is preci-ely mea.
sured by the heavenly teaching received.  With.
out the Spint's Teading ns soul can find the way
feom the da kness of natuge into G d’s marvellous
hght, nor, atter regenera‘ion, advance a single
s'epn the knawledge of Him ** whom 1 know 1y
life eternal™ ¢ Tne na'ural man receiveth not
the thinps of the Spirit .f Gad, nei her can he know
them, [ 1 they are spiritually discerned ;" nor can
the spiritual man grow in the knowledge of Gud
except as the Sporit carries forward his instruction,
ANl this s errtatn from Scripture, anlis helicve! Ly
all God's children.

It is not meant that in the process of tuuhirg
the Spitic reveals to us any truths not cin ained
in the written Wird  The Word receives no sy
plement for ir is cufficient fur all purposes of the
Chnsvian hfe,  The teaching promised ' dis.
ciples and enjoyed by them consists rather in the
living application of 'ruth which is clearly set farth
in the inspired record, ard not allin fresh revela-
tione, ¢ He who cau-ed the light to shire cut of
darkness, shines intn rue heart to pive the light
of the knowlede of the glory of G.d in the face
nf Jecus Christ.” Unless we hold fast to the suf
ficiency of Scripture, error and false sentim-nt
cannot be excluded & but not the less is ' true that
we can know Gnd only as He Himsell dicectly
teaches us.

But we wish tn sneak more particutarly of the
pronveed guidance of the Spirit in its heating upon
thenlopy <o far as theology consists in the scien.
tific investigation of the facts and docteines uf
Seripture and the characteristics of Sc ipture it
sell. Hare, net less truly than in the life of the
individual hehever, all real and assured progress is
theough gurdance of the ol Spirit, aod unless He
shall direet anid govern theological research and ac-
rivity, only erro' and failure can result.

It is not necessary to vindicate theological stu i-
ies  Wherever the great problems which they
present are felt to be imprrtanr, they must receive
arrencon, Men  will carnestly enquire int. the
structure and characreristics of the Bihle as 1
whele, and in its severa! parts. ‘They will ask,
Who wrate this or that Rook of Seripture ?  Under
what circumstances was it produced ?  What was
the wiiter's aim and ohject?  How has he sought
tn acenmplish that aim ? \What are the dis'inctive
features of his thinking and styte? low stands his
work related to other parts of the sacred volume ?
Have we rhis pro duoion as it left the weiter’s pen,
or has it undergone changes of more or less im
portance ?

Then there are large an vital questions touching
the degree of authonty pertainic g 1o al! canunical
Seriprure.  Are the histontes and narratives of the
ibie au heatic throughow 2 Would their religious
value remain umimpaitred should thewr authenncry
be—-in part, at leas' —¢ ‘scredited 3 ur must we huld
anthentici'y essential 1o cannnical authority?  Are
the ethical 1eachings an decisions of Seripture in
all places of such a character that a Christian man
may confidently use them in the directivn of his
life : or has marali'y heen a developmen: —thus re-
quinng that the earher teachinrgs at ‘east sh.uld be
recetved  with discrimmatt n? Is the Bible the
one atsolute rule of faith and practice fiom whch
t ere is no appeal, or are there wher au h v ies
of equal rank?  Are the Scripiures iaspired
threughout, and does inspiration carry incrrancy 2
It merancy is involved, isit 10 b- predicied of
the <ub.tance of the teaching or of the entire con-
tents of Scriprure ?

Bat our invest-gations will necessarily extend to
the great topics of which the Ritle treats, ard to
the revelations therein made  Qu stions tegarding
the characterntics and  his oy of the Bible are
merely introductory to the study of its doctrine.
AAnd here the deepest and m st difficult and must
important things which the human mind can en-
terrain come hefre us. God and man, sin and
satvarinn, tife and dearh, are the momentous cen-
tres around which our investigaiions  revolve.
Unless man’s int 1lig nce 3nd spintuar! na‘ure were
hoth ex inet, these topies mu-t retain their un-
eqprali=d anterest  Somothing for higher th n the
granhcarion  of scholarly tastes or phifnsophical
oSty presses us forward in the study of the e
thinge  Our aim is intenszly practical  We are
seeking forlife © we are seeking th know Gnd.

In our theolngical enquiriesit is essertial that we
shatl proceed hy the rignt road and in the right
spirit  Proceed we must 3 but how chall ight that
cannnt mislead he made to shine upon our path?
How shall our eager thinking. our strenuous conn-
fliet, hecame not safe only, but salutary and fruir-
fut?  The answer 15 0ot d ub ful —the Fioly Sparit
must guide us into all the truth.  In this province
of theolngy, as in the <aving apprehension nf the
Gaspe) rrurh, the Spirir’s guidance is indispensable.

In repard to dactrinal theolngy, especially in its
mare spisitual parts and aspects, it will hardly be
dicputed that the Spirit’s help ts required  The
wmaral attributes ~f God, the nature of sin and
holiness, regeneratinn and sanc'ification, ¢ g, are
topies of prime importance in the gy 5 most ob-
tiously the Spint must illuminate and guide, when
we handle matters like these.  To give insight into
such matters the best intellect and scholarship,
thaugh associated with natural reverence, will pot
suffice.  If, in the wearment of such topics, the
unspiritual man should even avoid serious ereor,
1t 1s merely hecaose, for reasons more or less hon.
ourable, he echoes the sentiments of others. You
cangot have the earnest, vital statement of truth
which has not been apprehiended by the soul—
which is seen only as a dim reflection of the life
Intellect,
scholarship, fairness of mind, arc all of great value
in theological investigation, but all combined will
not cnable us to dispense with the Spirit’s guid.
ance or make it any degree the less necessary.

For if the natural man receives not the things of
the Spirit —cannot Jiszern these things—how
should he Le qualified to handle them in their deep-
¢ ana rcientine relaions 2 The wholly unspiniual
man 1s nut prepared to treat such pans of ducinne
at all; and he who would treat them well —treat
them lietier than piedecessors—treat them 50 as to
prumate the progress of theology —requires large
helo and special direction from above.

That spraieal lumination is necesaary to the
successful ¢ 1ltivation of doctrinal theology is abun-
Jan ly atiested by the history of the Church frum
the earliest time to the present day 1f we may not
in prouf, ins'ance the waungs of the Apostles them.
selves - seeing (hat their case as wnspired men was
unigae, and also that the buoks which they penned
have seldom 1he form of theological discussion—
the sraiement may be confidently made that all real
advance in the apprehension of Scripture doctnine
Fas been connected with religivus yuickening, and
that times of genuine revival werc the times when
theolopy teceived its largest benefi s. Truih beiog
the instsument by which the Spunit works 1n souls,
the ime uf revival has necessarily been a ime when
sume imy rtant element of divine truth was clearly
and vividly apprehended ; and thus the way was
prepared fur guving such element its fitting place
and poniineace 10 the theological system.

Mustrations are abundant, bul we may reler to
the times of Augusune, of the Reformation and of
the revival of 1ast century in England and Amenca.
In each uf these instances spiritual quickening is
connected with and leads to fresher and more satis-
factory staiement of vital doctuine,  Augustine’s
conversion, fullowing his previvus life, prepares
him tu enunctate with great depth and spintuahity
the doctrines of human depravity and victorious
grace. Nu penctration and cumpass of intellect
cuuld, withyut hes religivus expenence, have en-
abl:d Lim to handle these topics as ke has done to
work them into the conscivusn-ss of Lis age, to
expound and defend the truth concerniog them so
that it became a possession furever. Sull more
conspicu susly is the Reformalivn at once a revival
of spiritual Life and a renewal aad advancement of
theolugy  The men raised up to direct that move-
ment were men of profound piety—of deep ex-
perience in divine things. The greatest feature of
the Refsrma ijon 1s not the vindication of the right
of private judgment in rehigion (though this was
invuleed), but the quickening of suuls 1nto a new life
and the exchange ot superstition and formalism for
an enliphtened, evanpelical religion.  Bat never
since the lamp of the early Church began to grew
dim were the Scriptures so well understood and the
truth «f Gol so clearly set furth.  This is a great
era of theolugical construction and reconstruction.
Never before has the doctrine of justification re-
¢ ived tea ment so profound, complete and Scrip-
turai.  Juesuficativn by faith alune, the sinoer’s ac-
cep'ance on the sole ground of the Redeemer's
merits—** who dted for our offences and rose again
fur our justificaiion”’- - his great doctrine takes its
place tor all tune in evangeital theology—*¢ the
article of 2 standing or falhag Church.” ~After the
heat of the confl ct was over the theological results
of the Refurmation were presented with great ela-
boration and in mute sysiemauc form, bat it was
the deeply religious character of the movement
itself which led men to dizcuss the truth with new
eyes.

The revival of last century may seem at first sight
10 Le an entirely spiitual phenomenuvn and to have
little theolegica. sign ficance in any way. And yet,
assuredly, 1t had.  For what s its d:sungulshlpg
teaching —its keynote ¢ It emphasiz s the necessity
of regeneration for the individu. soul.  Is not this
an essennial Chuastian ductrine, a vital part of
theolupy 2 And if this ductrine still held some
place in theolugizal watings, 1t was sadly absent
from the Church's conscivusness and had httle pro.
minence in her te ching. Preaching and theolopy
were buth under blight. But now the nature of the
new Uinh, aod s indispensa e necessity to all
whu wauld enter the kingdum of God ate placed
under fucus. Theoloay, (n an important manner,
profits by the revival and 1s refreshed.  Let this be
willingly allowed cven by thuse who may find the
teaching of some of the evangelists of the perivd
defective, or even in error, tn cerrun  matters,
This d.ctrine of regeneratiun, vutally expounded,
by Caleinist or Aimiman, is great aid to lhcqlogy,
for in theology the thor wgh, seriptural enunciation
of individual elements of iru.h, as well as the coan-
gruity .f the several elemenis 1 (the unity of a sys-
tem, must be taken into account. To denythata
writer or teacher who has puwerfully presented
some car Jinal truth has rendered service to theo-
logy merely because something to which objection
may properly be taken, fnls place in his teaching
were ungrateful and foulish  Let the erzor orde.
fect he spoken of as it should, but aive thanksto
God fur the clear utterance of truth.

That our g cat creeds have come fiom the heart
of a revived Church isa familiar statement. They
are testimonies 10 God’s truth, which the Church
can bear only when her pulse 15 strong and steady.
Times nf weaker faith and less vivad experience can,
at hest, do little more than retain what has been
handed down to them. The recason is that here
adduced, the Spirit who pives the purity of heart
by which we “see God " must direct all true pro.
gress in the apprehension of doctrine,

But what shall we say regarding that branch of
theological stady which deals with the characteus-
tics and history of the Bible? Is not this so much
a department of general literature that literary skiil
alone is concerned in its treaiment?  Why should
the guidance of the Holy Spint be required in dis
cussing the authorship and litetary qualitics of the
Boks of Scripture, or in compasiag one patt of
Scripture with another? That in the clucidation
of the language and literature of the Bible, orits
history, topography, manners and customs, much
has been accomplished by men, who, alas, will not
permit us to regard them as believers, may readily
be admitted.  Material of biblical illustration
gathered by secular hands may, when applied by
men ol different spirit, prove of real service to
religion. The gold and silver of Egypt may be de-
voted to sacred uses. But consider the dangerto
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the Scriptures—nay the exceeding wnjury which
they have actually sustasned—from tnbhical scholar-
ship divorced [rom faith and an evangehical temper.
At every step in bibhical study opportunity 1s pre-
sented of mimstenng either to fauh or unbenef,
Even in the parts of this study which scem most
remote froms vatal contact with rehigiun and prery,
the presence or the absence of the nght spint wili
be instantly felt. All true study of the Bible in-
volves questions of deepest sigmhicance—quesuons
as to God's relation to these wnungs; so that
spiritual discernment and the gwdance o1 the Holy
Ghost are made 1ndispensable to the student.  Ia
discussing, e.p., the question of the text of Scripture
how different the temper and manner of critics.
Quoe proceeds with utmost care and loving eves:
ence, for he has Icarned to regard the Bitle as the
word of God; another applies lis hand without
restraint, for the Bible 1s to him merely a human
production. How perseveningly unbeltef has sought
to undermine revealed rehgion by discrediting the
documents 1 which the divine word is delivered.

The spitst in which biblical questions should be
considered 1s the same wuh which we should ap.
proach the study of doctnine ; and heavenly illum-
ination and direction are as necessary in the one
case as in the other. Nor st the utterly unspiri-
tual man only who may err 1n lnblical scholarship ;
a true believer, should he furget to put away self-
conhidence and faithfully to commut himself to the
Spuit's guidance, may go far astray, and so wouad
the faith and peace of many.

Now, theological study 1n all its branches must
still be prosecuted. At one time study will be pre-
dominantly expended upon ductrine, at anotherupon
the criticasm of the Bible. At present this latter de-
partment engages especial attention. Questions
which previous ages were thought to have settled
are re opened, conclusions which had gained nesrly
umversal acceptance are found unsatisfactory, a
keener and more critical spint s brought to the
examination of every topic, 1n every branch of
bibhical scholarship.  Many are alarmed, and are
anxtously enquinngz what we shall do 1f the founda-
uons are destroyed. Nor can we wonder, for the
prevalence of unbzhief and rationalism to so great
an extent, even within the courts of God’s house,
cannot be witnessed wi hout deep concern. The
Church in many places has to stand for her life, and
not unlrequently to combat those who should be
her ornam ntand defence.  ** It was not an enemy
that reproached me: then I wouid have borne it 5
neither was it he that hatea me that did magmiy
himself against me: then I would of hid myself
from him ; but it was there, a man mine equal, my
guide and my acquaintance. e touk sweet coun-
sel tog ther, and walked into the huuse of God 1n
company.” .

It may be that in pumishment of our sins God
may permit stll greater dirkaess to fall upon the
Church's path. If persecution had us work of
purification to accomplish, it is possible that a great
conflict with unbelief—greater than bas yet been
expenenced—awaits the Church. Miny may fall
away frum the Chnistian professiun, as some have
already fallen away. Many may be sorely tempted,
the heart forbidd:og them to renounce faith in God
and the Bible, while their intellectual relations to
the truth are confused and sorrowlul,  Others, stll,
whose personal faith 1s unshaken, may tear for the
world as they behold the flood of unbelsef sweeping
over all lands.

But, though in the meantime damage may accrue
to manv, there is no good reason fir despar, ur for
apprehension as to the ultimate issue. Could we
see that the Lord is in the ship, even though appar-
ently asleep on a pitlow, we shuuld knuw how to
dismiss alarm.  But the Lotd isan the ship, for He
hath said, ‘Lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the world " Through the mdwelling
Spirit He makes good His promise.  This Comtor-
ter, this Teacher, ever remains with us. By llis
presence prety is protected and guaranteed, and the
truth will continus to be preached and theological
problems to be thoroughly but reverently 1nvesu.
gared, because He shall guide into all truth,  Here
is our hope and assurance.

But the Church needs, we all need, more earn-
estly to realize the fact that the Spint is not less
necessary to theology than to the ongination and
development of the love of God in individual souls.
No believer, surely, can utterly forget the necessity
of the Spint’s guidance in the study of divine trutn
—the scientific study of that truth; and yet how
olten we allow ourselves to speak asif the Spint'’s
presence were not our main dependence. Looking
abroad upon the uncertainty that so much prevails,
the balf-hearted reception which many parts of the
creed so frequently meet, the inability of many
earnest and believing minds to harmomze their
thinking and to place it on foundations quite satis.
factory to themselves, the weak f{rcnt, therefore,
which 15 necessarily presented to the assaults of un-
belief—many, I say, having respect te all this, are
longing for some great theological genmus to arise—
some gireater Augustine, to recast our theology, solve
its problems io apologetics, dogmatics and cnti-
cisms, settle the cobtroversies between science and
the Bible, and bring spiriual rest 10 a weary age.
But we should ever remember who is the Teacher of
the Church and the interpreter of God, aud reader
honour to Him. ¢ Not by imght, nor by power, but
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Men
such as Auvgustine and the Reformers are valuable
gifis of the Church, and 1f 1t shalt please the Lord
to sead us-again men like these, or to send men
greater than aoy of these, He will dcubtless be
glorified in His servants, and tuec Church will be
grateful.  But let us not dictate to God. To pre-
pare the way for the adhesion of scientific and philo-
sophical minds to religion it ts not necessary that
men of transcendant intellect should anse and per-
form work which pone but they could accomplish,
So far as difficult theological problems need to be
solved, or work of adjustment between science and
philosophy on the onc hand and the Christian faith
and Scriptures on the other requires to be done, it
may not be the Lord’s purpose to employ men of
extraordinary genius and attainments. 'We cannot
tell ; and the whole matter must be trustfully left 1n
His hand., 'We should ccase to think of man, and



