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could bc, and down at the bottons uf the high pew %vas thank-
ing God, wandering what had happened.

IlAt the canctsan t thse service 1 went away in h ist,
and un imny way met une ufthile men, who said, 1 Halloa,
what's the maiet with you ; you have god newsP 1 did 1
flot spcak ; but hnrried on to0 my roins. There I sat down,f
lost ini wonder, love and praise, as the hymn says, at what

the Lord had dune for me." '1
Ha continued: i' 1 went on rejicing in my licart, itb aè

sense ut sins forgiven, and was su happy that 1 cauld nuL hideu
if. Men in collage made remarks about my appearance, and f
asked whther 1 had reveived a legacy or what. 'Hava youc
got the vacant scholars ip P' said une ; but I evaded ail their
questions. I

Il Vhy did yuu nat tell thens your experiene ?" I 1sskcd.p
"Lt wauld1 have inCreased your joy, and most likely have doncs
îbem good tue. Wera yon afraid they wauld laugh at yon,c
or shat? l

"Na," hae replicd, "I did not think about that, I cannot tel
what made me so reserved.l' p

IlGo on with your story," I said, Iland tell me al.l."t
Ha continucd :IlWhen the vacation bagan I1ivent down,è

and on my arrivai humae m y dear niother rernarked: ' I am i
very pleased ta sec yen looking su wal; and sa happy," she
added, significantly. But samehow, though 1 knew what shee
svas rcfcrring to, and wbat joy it would have given her to hear t
the gaod ntws, 1 did flot tell her why 1 was sa happy.1

IlMây fther also askcd me many poinied questions-wha- i
tiser ive had had any special services or meetings during tea
past cerm, and so on. Stili I was silent, and did not tell tbem t
about myselt.r

Ater tbe vacation I came back ta college as happy as be-t
fare ; but ail at once my joy went away, andl I have been1
most miserabla cvcr since. Last night, while:yuu were speak-
ing, I thougbt yotu vold blp me. I ams-"bp

Tisera hapaused. I said," Areyou miserable now?"
"No," hae replied ; 'strange lu say, I teal happy again." i
"1 did nutl ike to interrupt bis stary, but îvhila hae asz

speaking I could sec bis countenanca brghtening. IlShal
1 tll you ?"I said, Ilwhy yonr joy went away, and svhy il
bas coma bavk again? Yon lost your juybec-anse yaudid noti
tallofut i, and you have received ik back bacanse yon hava
borna îesîimony. WVe are but brokan cisterrns at best, which i
cannot bold ivater, îhongh we niay do very wll for channals to
transmit it."I

I am vary mncb obligad ta you," said the yonng man,
"for te encouragemient you give me, and thank you sin-

cerely."1
I accept your tbanks,11 1 said, Iland will ask you ta show

your gratitude in twa ways. First, 1 should like yon ta write
home t0 your parants at once, and tell thes why you ivere sa
happy at Chrstmas ; and secondly, I want yon to tell saine
et your collage friands what the Lord bas donc for you.1'
aHa promised me hiv old comply with thase twa raquesîs.
Some ime atiar this ha told me tbat the frst hae found cos-

*parativaly easy, but the second vost hrm a great sîruggle. Ha
said ha went ta saveral ut the men, but had mncb difflvulty in
originating thse sulject.

At last ha communncated bis secret to one ut his friands,
elo, 10 hîs astonismant, raphaed, I taka shame to myseit

that I have neyer spokan ta yon. I as a convertad man too.."
They rejoiced togethar, and then ivant in company witb each
altier ta a third man wos they suspecied, and faund that ha
was a bcemer also. In this way thay discovarad saveral
muraeîvho vold sympathize wth them. They ail came ternsy
iservice in the evening.

My triend efthtIe rorning looked up with a brigist face,
as it ho would say, IlSec the six men I bava brought siib
me" None of them were gloomy, or sad of countenanve.

Afterwards 1 talked tu these men, and impressed upon
thas the importance and advantage ut testimony. 1 pintad
ont how mncb wa lose if we do flt îestify, and what encour-
agement ive hava it wa do.- Wiii, Has/am, M.A.

GREA T PRESB Y TERIL4NrDI VINES OIt
* DOCTRINAL TEXTS AND CIIURCI-

MEMBERSHIP.

MR. EDra,-The tollowing wara words fros thse admir.
able dîscourse of Dr. Marcus -Dods at tise rayant Pan-Presby.
terian Council, and ara hereby commendad 10 the caratul con-
sîderation of thse Session of Knox Church, Galt, and thse Pras-
bytery which bas endorsed their action. The subject ivas,
"To what extent is tht Church rasponsiblefor modern super-
stition?"I

"If Christianity,"1 says Dr. Dods, Ilbas been presented as
a religion ut obsvurantism, the Cisurvh is responsible in su far

las it bas allowcd faiîh in Christ to become identifiad in
tise pi. 1 ular slnd wilh faitis in a number ut doctrines regard.
ing Hisn, instead ut cuntenting itself iitis what Christ Hiai.
self densands ut His disciples, which is simply ta fllow Hisn.
Ha doas flot ask thasn to accapt certain propositions about
îHisaIt, but ta take Him as the Master et their lives. XVe
have nu right tu ask mare or ta bar up tht door ut His bouse.
W'te aught ta be satisfiad with wbat Ha bas said, 1'Ha that is

.u nt against me is for mac.'Ha wbo bas raally taken Him for
bis Master is a Christian."
STo svich M. de ?ressense, thse eminant Franchs Prasbytar-

ian divine, thus adds, in an article on Presbyterianisin, in tisa
e Contetn .ray Rvew

"If wa ask ourselves, What is tise spirit tisat prevails
chmore and mure ini thîs important section ot tht Church ?z we
Idracognize that ijt is that et a wide-spread -atbolicity, tbinkiing
a mnvh more ut that wich unites Christiauîs than tisat wicb

diîvdas tis "'

TVHE CANADA PRESBX'TERIAN.
This was the prominent feature of Dr. Oswald Dykes'

inaugural discosurse. His grand unflling et the Standard off
the Retormation, un whîch is engraved the noble de.ice,
IlGospel Lberty," could hardly have been surpissed. He
brouglit into iuIl lgit that great emancipation of conscience
from ail human authority, brought about by the Retormatian,
in the name of Him who gives us pardon by reconciling us
unto Gad, and te opcning to pardaned men the arms of the
divine Fatber. We can hardly approve taoo ruch thîs ïway ot
understanding the entranchisenment accomplîslhed by the lRe-
formiation, which is indcad inseparable front wlat may bc
calied its essentially religiaus work.

Ilistory emphatically proves that the right of private jndg-
ment is the child of justification by faith. But thiîs great
principle was not grasped in is full sense,-the liberty ot
souls ivas again rcstricted by divers usurpations. Scholastic
orthodoxy stcpped bctween the soul and the only Master to
whom it owed allegiance. From this sprang divisions, train
this narrow-mindedness, whch nothing can destroy, until we
-eturn ta the only Authority which we ouglit to rtcogniz-
that of Christ, who gives us both the right and thc duty of
direct union wth Himiselt. Such is the master thought of this
inaugural discourse.

So speak sorte ut the first Presbyterian thcologians of thc
day. Let us flot fargat, toa, the practical counsels of a large-
minded and large-hearted Presbyrerian layman-,the laie Dr.
Holland, wvho %vraie as follows soma twenty years ago: I
learn and believe in the Newv Testament that He vho believes
in the Lord Jesus Christ shah hbc saved. A man who does
this belongs at least ta the visible Church, and 1 do not recog-
nize the right of a body of men calling themselves a Church
to shut out fromn their communion any man or woman who
belongs to the Church invisible, or any one whom thec Master
counts among His disciples.

IlWhy should yau build a high rail around your Church,
and insist that every man shail clinib every rail, when the first
is ail that the Master asks him to cliib ? 1 recognize repent-
ance and trust as the basîs uf a Christian character and utce;
and 1 regard character the one grand result at whivh the
Founder ut Christianity aiinad. Ha desirad ta make good
men ont o; bad inen, and repentance î%nd trust form the
bases uftihat procass. When yon go bayond this with your
dogmias and your reeds, yon intringa on the liberty of thosa
whom rçpentance and trust have made free."

It will be interesîing ta notice wheihar the Presbyteriar.
Church in Canada is to bc guidad by tbe enlightened and
caîholic spirit ut such words as these-so unaniîmuns in their
conclusions-or by a narraw dogmatic eclusiveness, %vhich
would soon make aur Presbyterianism as sectarian as the
close communion Baptists. PRESBYTERIAN.

THE iNE W YEA R.

MR. EDTOR.-The expiration uf the Old Year and the
commencement ot the New one are too often seasons of mere
dissipation and fasiivity. But let ns pause and dedicate a
little time to serions meditation. It is wise ta reflect on the
past and ta cuntemplate the tuture . behînd us we survey
an unbroken chain ut mercies extenU.."g rom our birtb to the
presant lime, and betore ',us a succession ut blessings secured
by the promise ot God and stretching away inta eternity.

A considerable portion ut our lite is now gone forever, a
vear bas just elapsed, a year that was big îiîh avents. To
thousands it was joyful or melancholy, fatal or glorions, as it
rolled along, many pleasing prospects were bligbîed, and many
îowaring hopas laid prosirate in the dust ; many sîniners were
summonad away in their îickedness, and many saints
admitted ta everlastîng life. \Ve should sit in judgnient on
ourselves and try at the bar of conscience and ut Scripture our
thoughts, wards, actions, pursuits and prînciples. A traquant
anticipation ut the Day of Jndgment wll divest that solemn
period of ils borrors.

During the course cf the year just concludad aur heavenly
Father conterred on us inkîumerable favours, some uof hich
wara unobstrved. Others ware noticed but flot acknawladgad
and but few have bean pruparly impravad. Some utfte mas
valuabla gave us pain and excîîed perhaps aur dssatîstaction.
Yet affliction is a treasure ut inestimable îvorth. It is pro.
mised tote Christian as a blebbang, flot denounced against,
him as acursa. Ift hplease God to afflctns, shallit displease
us ta be affficted. Soma Ha deprîved ut theur property, uthers
oft hair health, and some ut friands whom tbey loved as their
own souls. These lusses are undoubtedly severe, but ive must
remember they ware lent flot gîvan, and Gad whan He lent
reserved ta Himsalt the power ut resuming tharn. again.
Shali we than relinquish tharn. in sullen silence or lowerang
discontent, but should %ve not as -. e raturn îhemn acknowladge
His goodnass in allawing.us ta retain îbem so long, and ta de.
rive so many and sncb varied pleasures tram îhem. But tae
religions wealh ofu the Christian is unimpaired, for salvation
intended as a gift nul as a loan. Christians can say, "'Christ
is mny Redeemer, God is my Fathar, the Holy Ghost is my
Comtorter, the promnises are :my portion, heaven 's my home,
lite and death are my privilagas." And shait îhay complain
and murmur ovar a fcw troubles and inconvaniences, %vhich are
allotted thans in the covenant uf grave and given tu îhem for
their good.

Cld and insensible is the heart whîch van view this con-*
duct ut God without glowîng wth love and gratitude. Has He
flot watchad us and kept ns al aur livas long ?' Has Ha nul
borne witb us in aut folly, perverseness and nntbanktulness ?
Has Haeflot suppliad ounr iants in the most seasonable time
and suitable mannerý? Has Haeflot soothed aur griefs and
comforîcd us in trouble? and whan FHis providence bas

the bonndless prospect ut glory in the skies. Momnents jour
ney fasi, but meircies faster. hai.b instant brings wiîh il a
multitude ut blessings.

The importance uftlima arises onut uis connection witb
eternity, Time in itselt is of liat importance, but jihen con-
sîdered as thse toundation upon which unr eternal happinesi
must ha reared, it i-,et inestimable value. Gad 4hose bounty
is in ailtailier respects nnlisitad is very parsimionions outitme.
Ha deals il ont by moments, %vihdrawing thse irst betore Ht
gives the second, and reîaining the tird in His own bands
and su leaving it vary uncertain wisether le iih giva lit or
not. Tlhe year upon which we hava just eniered may bc unr
lasi, that it nsay bc sa ta millions is certain, Ihat it may be su
tu us is flot improbable. But why should Christians Icar ta
dia, death iihi nly terminale thair sorrows and imperfections,
expand their opening graves ta instant maîurity, translate thes
lu heaven, and place thes before the throne ut Goad.

The opening year addresses ecviofu us ini solemn, silent,
but epressive language, "I'repare ta meet ihy God." Let
sinners hear and tremble t The beneflîs tisaI fow tram tht
Atanemetnt will endura forever, but it is only in this lite that
wve van obtain a tille t0 îhcm. And white the wicked are mul-
îiplying ihiir crimes, and the teeble-sinded are halting
between two opinions, lite is cuntracting, tise il flying, ordi-
nances decreasing, death advacîcing, judgment approaching,
and the power nt sin giuwing sîrunger and sîronger. Mi.

VAIN OBLA!TIONS.

MR. EDtraR,-Does ik not strike yon somtincs, in look-
ing over the colnmns of contributions in your uîvn and aibar
papiers, that thse fashion ut straîning at a gnai and swallewing
a casneI dies bard in spite ut ailounr boasted prograss in the
art uft hinking ?

It cerîainly sacîns ta me that hymns and argans (and I
as in love sith neithar) are very smiall gnats ; ihat aven the
daceasad wtc's sistar îs a gnat compared wîth thse widaly-
axtended practiva ut raîsing money for cburch purposes by
ail sorts of schemes. Yet a lina ut sild protest against ibis
practîve ta a colunnou heaîed voniravarsy about hymns and
organs and " sisters"' is about tise proportion.

Passing now thecocnsideration ut the figure tht Chnrvh
cuts when posing as a "social club," snrely it requiras no
argument ta show that thse raising ut monay by these dodges
is at once injurions ta tht spiritual lite ut the Churcb and dii-
bonouring ta tht Church's Head.

Are chnrcb mambars and aficers supposed to pay any at-
tention to the legislation o! the Ganeral Assembly? That
body, at its laîst meeting, passed a strong recommandation
against this practive, yet in a rayent issue ut ana ut your
Church cuntesporarias I flnd no lass Ihan fine notices ut
Preshylerian Churvh enlartainsents witb Ilproceeds."

If an arsy in tisa field disrugarded ils generat ordars i
that style, wvbat chance wonld it have in the prasance et the
enamy ?

Perbaps I as old-fashioned, but I could not bellp îbink-
ing when 1 read an article in tht Glébe laialy, about tise quar-
raIs and failtres uf missionarias, that if the money which
went int ou: Chnrcb îreasnry was cleaner, tht record utounr
work would be cleanar aiso. N. T. C.

U0in-the- Woodsr, Dec. r888.

THE A SSEMBL Y- MINUTES.

MR, EDITOR,-l bave been laîely perusing tise Minutes af
tise last Assembly of thse Preshyterian Chnrch in Canada, and
was sncb plaasad ih tht samne. They ara very *,n:arest-
ing and encouraging an tht whole. There are two funny mis-
takes in tht Address ta tise Quaan. First, tise address con-
gratulates baer Majesty on the vomplation ut tht fiftîeih year
ut lier reiga instead ufthtis fifty-first. Second, baer Majesty's
daughter Victoria is styled the IlDowagar Empress," when in
favî baer mother-in-Iaw, tise Empress Angusta, is the Duwager
Empress.

With regard ta tht financial slatistics, il would ba an is-
provament if tise sources aftie ii.cume wvere shown. A cal-
nmn should show tht actual contributions frum the people ;
and a second calumn, tramn otisar sources, for we know tisat
large amoù.nts are gatbcred in from bazaars, soîreas, concerts
strawvbarry festivals, gardan parties, etc., and it 15 hardiy fair
tisat thss should be countad as çongregationai contributions,
and credited to tamilias and individuals.

CANADIAN PRESBYTEXSý%iA.
D£eiiiber, 1888.

IS TRERE MISMANA GEMENT?

Mxi.EruîTOt,-The eiders and managers aftie Presby-
tarian Church, Stratîsclair, Manitoba, have pttitionad tht Pres-
bytery et Brandon in retèeance ta Okanase Indian Mission.
vallîng attention ta tht wasteful axpenditure thereon, and ad-
visîng tisat, in tise inlerest uf ecunomy and efficiency, that
mission bc carried on under a white missionary, and in con-
neclion witb several Homne Mission stations.
* Okanase ambraces only soain twentyfilvetarnilies, o! wiîL
number tan ur mure families are Pagans, and tiserefore prac-
î ically outsiders. Vet tht Churvis sets saine $x,Soo îlîrowîî

? annually int that small concemn, where, at the saine tnse,
! thse whale work of Sunday and waek days migbî easiy bc
1 vonductad for one-tbird the amnount.

s tismanagemeni, sncb as isera reterred ta, tends ta maka
s Indian wark a by-word.X


