328

- - - — =

[(Mav 18th, 18387,

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,
—- PUBLISHED DY THE =—

Presbyterian Printing and Publishing Company
(C. BLACKETT KOBIASON),

AT s JORDAN STREET, - TOROUNTO.

TERMS : $2 pet annum, in advance

ADVERTISING TERMS :~Under 3 months, 10 cettis per line
per iasertion} 3 months, $t per line ; 6 months, 1.50 per line§ 1 yeas
$2.60. Noadverticementscharged at lessthan five lines, Naone othes
han unobjectionable advertisements taken

EASTERN GENERAL AGENT.

MR, WALTER KerR—for many years an esteemed elder
otour € —isthe duly authorized agent for THR CANAOA
Pre RIAN. [igul! collect outstanding accounts, and
takdlafes of new suﬁc’r

{bers.  Frieggls arc invited to give
any assistante in their power ld;.\!'r.»k{

t in all the congre-
gations he may visit, v

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 1887.

— e - e d—— d—

1r the Montreal Vituess desites to make itself
useful, it can find an ample ficld without coming as far
west as the Presbytery of Toronto, and without leav-
ing the Church of which it has long been considered
the organ. Whereis Bray? Or,f the Witnesgmust
go west, and go out of its,own fold, why not give its
attention to Bond Street 2 ‘There are suine questions
in connection with the mode of worship practised in
that institution that reed attention quite as much as
the Presbytery of Toronto. Asthe Hitness so kindly
tells the world  J a question that Presbyterians raust
face before long, we take the liberty of reminding the
Witness of a question that should have been faced
long ago. It is this: Should the Bond Street
Church and similar institutions be kept open on the
Lord’s Day?

I is contended that the chaplain of the reformatory
at Penetanguishene should be an Episcopalian because
a large majority of the Prcicsiaat inmates are Epis-
copalians. We gre bappy to admit that the figures
are against us! XThe total commitments from the
larger dcnonb.\iqns have been as follows :  English

lwrc 5igy Romian Catholic, 520 ; Metkodist, 283;
S?eslgy i:,lso. On the 30th of last September the
proportions in residence werz: Romun Catholics,
seventy-two ; English Church, sixty-fonr , Methodist,
thirty-eight ; Presbyterian, twenty-three. In the

* matter of raising boys for the reformatory, we grate.
fully yield the palm to the English Churc:.  The only
question is whether the Church that caresfer her boys
in such a manner as to have a large majority in the
reformatory is the best one to look after them when
they are there.

VARIOUS circumstances combined to make the
Synod .of Toronto and Kingston, held last week in
Brampton, one of the best, if not the very best, ever
held by that body. The weather was fine—it was
more than fine, it was glorious. F.ven grave, Calvin.
istic divines are influenced by the weather—some of
them.very much so. Brampton s a beautiful town—

“ a good place tomeet in. Itis easy getung there. The
arrangements were ample and well made.  Above all,
the brethren seemed to be in excellent humour,  Busi-
ness moved along in a medium sort of way, just digni-
fied enough to be Presbyterian, and just easy and
livelvenough to be pleasant. There was onelong and
Qifficult appeal case, but it was conducted on both

w235 in such a good spirit that it did not seem like
litigation. The evening meeungs were excellent,
especially The meeting on the State of Religion, on
Tuesday evenipg. The ton. of this meeting was very
good, the specches short hat pointed, and the effect
of the whole ail that coutu te desired. On the whole,
this meeting of Synod was one of those ecclesiastical

- gatherings that makes one feel glad hevattended.
Those who were absent will be sorry when they learn
how much they lost. Their number was fairly large.
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THE General Assembly of the great American
~ Presbyterian. Church meets this week in Omaha.

the Church gencrally in a prosperous condition.
‘There dre no burning questions, so far as we know, and
the meeting is likely to be profitable and pleasant.
The meeting of this Assembly last year in Minneapo-
lis, this year in Omaha, and of our own Assembly in
Winnipeg, suggests the tremendous strides that civil

ization is making on this continent. Even boys, or
very young men, can remember when there was no
Omaha, or Minneapolis, or Winnipeg. A very few
years ago some of our ministers, who went to \Vinni-
peg, felt constrained to write lectures on their adven-
tures in the great lone land. In a few weeks thiy will
sit in the General Assembly in a city of 20,000 people
in that region.  Civilization is waking rapid progress
in the West and North-West, and the prayer of every
good man is that Christianity may k=ep pace with
settlement. The enterprise of the Western man
crops out finely in the raijway arrangcments for con-
veying the members of the American Assembly from
Chicago to Omaha. One cumpany offers to take the
members to Omaha and back for a single fare. An.
other—-the Chicago and North-Western—affers to
carry not only members of Assembly at lower rates,
but all Presbyterians who wish to attend the meeting.
We rather like competition of that kind.

THE number of people in Ontario who think that a
lawyer cannot lead a ceasistznt Christian life is pro-
bably as large as the number who think it a
sin to drink an occasional glass of liquor. \We hold
no such view of the legal profession. Considering
the temptations they are exposed to, and the facilities
thev have for covering up their tracks, lawyerscom-
pare very favourably with any other class of men.
Therc is no calling in which it pays better in the end
to be an honest man. But still everybody knews
many people believe that a lawyer who acts as coun-
sel must often argue in favour of the wrong and
against the right.  How would it do.to pass a law, in
deference to this popular belief, forbidding lawyers to
come to the sacramental table? A considerable num-
ber of people in this country believe that the editor
of a party ncwspaper dones not lezd a consistent
Christian life. How would it do to exclude all editors
—including the editors of the Montreal Witness?
Many worthy people believe that banks, railway com-
panies, insurance companies, loan companies and
many other monetary institutions are soutlless, grind-
ing, godless concerns, that thunk of nothing but
squeezing the last cent out of everybody under their
power. Heaven knows some of them are hard and
cruel enough. How would it do, in deference to this
opinion, to exclude all persons connected with these
monetary institutions from Church privileges, and
exclude at the same time all who have stock inthem?
The fact is when you get away from the plain teach-
ing of God's word, and begin to make new terms of
communion to suit public opinion, you land in con-
fusion. Where are you to stop? Where draw the
line? Public opinion is constantly changing. Should
the terms of communion be changed tosuit? The
only safe way is to stand by God's word, and leave the
Master’s table as He left it Himself.

IF the Montreal Wilness wishes to state fairly the
action taken by the Toronto Presbytery the other
day, it should not say that the Presbytery “ continues
to sanction liquor-selling church membership.” \What
the Presbytery did was to refuse to make terms of
communion Christ never made. The Presbytery is
just as willing as the Witness to deal with the ques-
tion, but, unlike the Witness, it does not desire to
deal with it in an unscriptural way. The Wrtness is
pleased to say that the * matter will have to "ie faced
before long.” It is being faced now. An, number
of Sessions have beer facing it for many years, In
the way indicated by Dr. McLaren the work has been
going on steadily and effectively. The Witness
knows of no icntedy but to pass a Jaw of some kind.
Just pass a cast iron law, split the Church, and drive
anumber of our prople over to keep Congregational-
ism out of its coffin a little while longer. That kind
of a remedy would suit the Wifness finely no doubt,
but it does not happen to please Presbyterians. Dur-
ing the whcle period of its existence the Witness has
been denvuncing the Church of Rome for adding to
the Word of God. Now it denounces the Presbytery
of Toronto because it refuses to do that vary thing.
That which is wrong for Rome t. do would be right

“The funds, we understand, 2re in a healthy state, and

for the Toronto Presbytery to do, because public

N

certain extent, it will reflect the strength of the prohibi-

opinion happens to be shaping in a certain direction
at the present time. Neither the ‘foronto nor any
other Presbytery so understands its duty. The Hir-
ness should know by this time that Presbyterians
do not regard the Church of God as a society or club
that has power to alter its constitution and laws to
suit each varying shade of public opinion. That
theory of the Church may produce men like Bray and
Wild, but it never produces MacVicars, or McLarens,
or Cavens., It may be the thcory under which Con-
gregationalism dies, but it is not the theory under
which Presbyterianism grozes,

PROGRESS OF TEMPERANCE OPINION.

OF late the Temperance question has been receiving
a large amount of geueral attention. This is due to
several causes. It is not a party political contention ;
it is one of the great moral and social questions of the
time. Temperance opinion, however, touches politics
at various points. Every year it is entering more
largely into municipal affairs. Candidates for elec-
tion, 1n mox instances, must have a clearly defined
position on the subject, as well as general qualifica-
tions for the office to which they aspire. The parties
diametrically opposed to eachother are particularly
interested in the record of aspiratits in delation to the
Temperance movement. Those in the liquor inte-
rest, feeling, as they never felt before, that its very ex-
istence is now at stake, put forth every effort to secute
the return of candidates who favour the perpetuation
of the traffic in which they are engaged. Every year
they sce that the tide of public opinion is running
stronger against the business of liquor selling. To-
ronto, as well as other municipalities, affords evidence
that such is the case. A prominent advocate of the
Temperance cause was elected to the mayoradty in
1886 ; while a number of the aldermen were out of
sympathy with his views. In 1887 Mr. Howland was
re-elected mayor by an increased majority, and a
board of aldermen ore in harmony with progressive
Temperance action in municipal affairs was returned.
As a result, a motion for a considerable reduction of
licenses was passed, and in due time carried into
eflect. In some quarters there is talk of reaction,
though with vigitant Temperance organization this is
wnost unlikely.

In certain municipalities, where the Scott Act is in
operation, efforts are being made to start an agitation
for its repeal. The Woodstock Town Council have,
by a large majority, presented a petition to the Do-
minion Parliament praying for the repeal of the Act.
This has been promptly met by the Temperarce
organization of the locality, whose members have
passed clear-cut resolutions directly traversing the
contention of the pre-liquor party. Other places be-
sides Woadstock are taking an active part in the dis-
cussion whether the Scott Act should be maintained
or repealed. Long before the decision is made at the
ballot box the conflict of opinion will be sharper than
ever. [t may be relied on that the supporters of the
Scott Act will do their utmost to maintain a law that
is in the interest of social order and the moral and
material well-being of the community. A series of
defeats would postpone the realization for which they
have been so energetically striving.

The triends of Temperance cannot fail to have no.
ticed that the recently elected member for East
Bruce has introduced a bill in the House of Com-
mons for the repeal of the Scott Act. It has also
been decided by the Dominion Alliance to test the
strength of the Temperance Sentiment in the new |
Parliament. With this end in view Mr. Jamieson, |
M. 2. for North Lanork, a consistent Temperance ad.
vocats, is about to submit to the House a resolution
affirming the principle of Prohibition. Of course it is
not expected that the concentration of the nation's
wisdomn will pronounce unanimously in favour of the
entire legal suppression of the drink traffic; but, to a

tion sentiment in the country. Not being a party ques-
tion, members need not be under the same constraint
that usually keeps them in the traces. At all events,
Temperance will have a field day in the House of
Commons ,and discussion anywhere and everywhere
is an advantage to the cause,

Another evidence that the Temperance reformation
is making marked progress is found in the Conven-
tion of the Church. of England Temperan:ze Society,
held in Toronto-last week, and presided over by the
Bishop of the diocese. Great interest centred in the




