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IF the Montreal Ifriness desires ta mnake itseli
uiseful, it can find an ample field wvithotît caîning as far
west as tht Presbytcry of Toronta, and wvitlsout lt-av-
ing tit Church ai which it bas lon-, beemi considered
the argan. WVlere is Biray? Or, ifthe lfiilneiiiinust
go west, and go oui of itsown fold, why flot give ils
attention ta Bond Street ? rherecare solnc questions
in cannection with the mode ofiwarshîp practîsed in
that institutian that r'cd attention (fuite as inuch as
tht IPiesbytery ai Toronto. 'As tht 11'ilzess sa kindly
tells tht wortd %J a question that Presbytcrians rnust
face belore long, wt take thc liberty ai remiinding tht
ffliness ai a question that should have heen iaced

long ago. It is this : Should the Bond Street
Church and smmlar institutions be kept open on the
Lord's Day? _________

Iri is contended that the chaplain ai the reiarinatory
ai i>enetanguisbene should bt an Episcopalian becauise
a large mnajority ai the l>t::ninates are Epis-
copalians. We rrt happy ta admit that the figures
are against us: 1.Uhe total commitnients froin the
I arger lnosiains have be'en as follows : Engîish

Ch~r~ ~Roman Caîholic, 529 ; MNethadist, 283;
I~tsb<èri~ ~o.On the 3otih af last Septeniber tIse

proportions in residence wer2: Roman Catholics,
seveni'y.twa English Church, sixty-folir , Methodisi,
thirty-eight; Preshyterian, twcnty-thret. In the
malter ai raising boys for tht reformatory, we grate-
fulty yield thn palm ta the Englîsh Churci. Tht only
question is whether the Churcli that cares 1cr bier boys
in iuch a manner as ta bave a large majarity in the
reiormatory is tht best ont ta look aiter ihem when
they are ibere

VNRious circtimstaflces combined ta niake tht
Synad -of Toronto and Kingston, held lasi week in
Brampton, ane af tht best, if flot the very btst, ever

held by that body. Tht weather %vas fine-it was
more than fine, it was glorinus. F.ven grave, Calvin-
lstic divines are influenced by the weather-some ai
thtny.ery much sa. Brampton is a beautiful îown-
a good place tameet ii. itis easy gettingthere. Tht
arrangements were ample and well miade. Above aIl,
tht bretbren seemed ta be in excellent humour. Busi-
ness moved along in a miediumi sort ai way, just digni-
ied enaugb ta be Prcsbyterian, and just easy and
livelNeikough tabe.pleasant. There was ont long and
-diffcuit appeai case, but it was canducted on boîh
.,zs in such a good spirit that it did fiai seeni like

litigation. The e 'vening meetings were excellent,
especial'y Mei meeting on tl'e State ai Religion, on
Tuesday evenipg. Tht tan. ai this meeting was very
goo.d, tht spe..ches short bat pointed, and the effect
af the whole ait that couti be desired. On tht whole,
ibis meeting ai Synod was ont ai those ecclesiastical

-gatherings ihat niakes ont feel glad he-attended.
Those wbo were absent wilt be sorry whcn they tearn
how mucb tbey losi. Their number was iairly large.

TitE General A!Çsenibly of tht great American
-PresbyterÈan Churci nmetts this week in Omaha.

- Tht funds, wt understand, are in a healîhy state, and
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the Church gencralty in a prospercus condition.
There dre no bîurning questions, so far as wc know, andi
the meeting is likely t0 be profitable and pleasant.
The meeting of this Assembly last year in Minneapo-
lis, this year ini Omaha, and af aur own Assembly in
Winnipeg, suggests the tremiendaus stridcs iliat civil
ization is rnaking on this continent. Event boys, or
very yaung men, can reniember wben there was no
Omnaha, or Minneapolis, or Winnipeg. A vcry few
ycars aga some ai our ministet-s, who went ta WVinni-
peg, icît constrained ta write lectures on their advcji.
turcs in the great Zone land. In afèw wceksihýy wiI
sit in the General Assembly in a city of 20,000 people
in tîtat région. Civilization is îpaking rapid progress
in tht West and North-West, and the prayer ni every
good man is that Cbristianity may kiep pace with
settlement. The enterprise of the Western man
crops aut finely in the railway arrangerments for con-
vcying tIse mesnbers oi the Allieriran Assembly front
Chicago ta Omaha. One c..np.ny otTcrs ta takc the
niemibcrs ta Omaba annI back for a single Circ. An-
other-the Chicago and North -Western-affers ta
carry flot only members 'if Assembly at Iawer rates,
but aIl Presbyterians wba wîsh ta attend the mecting.
WVe rather like compétition ai tbat kind.

Tin nunmb2r ai people in Ontario who think that a
lawyer cannat lead a cr-isisîcnt Christian lite is pro-
bably as large as the number wha think it a
sin ta drink an occasional glass ai liquar. WVe hoîd
no such view ai the tegal prafession. Considering
the temptatians; they aie exposed ta, and the facilities
tht" have for çavering Up their tracks, lawyerscam-
parc very favourabty with any other class ai men.
Therc is no catîing in which it pays better in the end
ta bc an hanest man. But stili everybady knc'ws
many people believe that a lawyer who acts as count-
sel must aiten argue in favour ai the wrong and
against the right. Haw wauld it do.to pass a làw, in
deftrence ta this papular belief, farbidding lawyers ta
camte ta tht sacramental table? A considerable num-
ber ai people in this cauntry believe that tht editar
ai a party newspapcr dots flot le.-A a consistent
Christian tift. Hnw wauld ildo taexclud alleditors
-incuding the editors ai the Montreal Wilness?
Many worthy people believe that banks, raitway comn-
p-tnies, insurance companies, boan companies and
many other monetary institutions are saulless, grind-
ing, gotlless concernis, that thmik ai notbing but
squeezing the last ctnt oui of evtrybody under their
power. Heaven knows some of themt are hard and
cruel enouigh. How wauld it do, in deference to ibis
opinion, ta exclude atl persans cannected with these
monetary institutions from Church privileges, and
exclude ai the samne time ail who have stock in theni?
The fact is when yau gct away fromn tht plain teach-
ing ai God'-, word, and begin ta rnake new ternis ai
comm union ta suit public opinion, yau land in con-
fusion. WVhere are you ta stop? Where draw tht
tint? Public opinion is canstantîy cbanging. Should
tht terms ai communion be changed ta suit? Tht
only sait way is ta stand by God's word, and leave the
MNaster's table as He lefti k HimseILf

IF tht 'Montreal Wilness wishes ta state fairly tht
action taken by the Toronto Presbyiery the other
day, it should flot say ibat tht Presbyttry "4continues
ta sanction liquor-selling cburch membership."1 WVat
tht Pres'oytery did was ta refuse ta make îerms ai
communion Christ neyer made. Tht Presbytery is
just as willing as the Wilness ta deal with tht ques-
tion, but, untike tht Witness, it dots flot desire 10
deal with it in an unscriptural way. Tht Wilness is
pîeased ta say that tht «"matter wiil have ta *)e faced
before long." It is being faced now. An,, number
ai Sessions have beer. facing il for many years. In
the way indicated by Dr. McLaren tht work bas been
going on sîeadily and effectively. Tht Wilness
knows of nu rcniedy but ta pass a Iaw ai some kind.
Just pass a cast iran law, split the Church, and drive
a numnber af aur lptople aver ta keep Congrtgational.
ismn out of its coffin a Jittle whilt langer. That kind
ai a remedy wauld suit the Wilness finely na doubt,
but it dots not happen ta please Presbytrians. Dur-
ing the whc!e period ai its existence the Witness bas
been denouncing tht Cburch ai Rame for adding ta
tht Word ai God. Now il denounces tht Presbytery
af Toronto because it refuses ta do that %,!ry thing.
That which is wrong for Rame t, do would be rigbî
for t Toronto Presbytery ta do, because public
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opinion liappens ta bc shaping in a certain directin
at tht present lune. Neither the Toronto nar any
other l'rtsbytery s0 undcrstands is duty. Tht lifl-
ness shouîd know by this time that Presbytcrians
dta nat regard tht Church ai God as a society or club
that bas poiver ta alter its cconstitution and laws ta
suit each varjing shade ai public opinion. That
theory ai the Clîurch may praduce men like Blray and
WVild, but il neyer produces NlacVic.trs, or McLarens,
or Civens. It înay be the thcory under which Con-
gregationalism dits, but it is flot the theary undtr
which IPresbyteriain*.sm gro.s.

PROGRESS 0F TRMI>RRANCE OPIION1i..

0F late the Temperance question has been receiving
a large amount af geizerat attention. This is due ta
several causes. It is flot a party political contention;
it is one ai tht Rreat moral and sociaml questions ai tht
time. Temperance opinion, hawever, touches polit ics
aI variaus pointr. Eery year it is entering mare
largety int municipal affiairs. Candidates for edcc-
tion, in maou instances, nmust bave a clearly deflned
position on the subject, as well as general qualifica-
t ions fat tht ofice ta which thcy aspire. Tht parties
dianietrically oppased ta eacb .ýother are particulpDrly
intereujted in the record o(4 piriýts in lelation ta the
Temnpérance mau-cment. Those in tht liquor inte.
test, feeling, as they neyer (it before, that its very ex.
istence is now ai stake, put forth evtry effort ta secure
tht rcturn ai candidates who favour the perpétuation
of tht traffic in which they are engagcd. Every year
they set that the tide ai public opinion is running
stronger against the business ai liquor selling. To-
ronto, as well as other municipalities, afrords evidence
ihat siicb is tht case. A pramninent advocate ai the
Tempérance catuse was etecîcd ta tht mayorHty in
:886 ; wbile a number ai tht aldermen were out of
sympatby witb bis views. In 1887 Mr. îlowland was
re-elected nmayor by an increased majarity, and a
board ai aldermen mrore in harmony witb progressive
Temperance action in municipal affairs was returnetl.
As a result, a mnotian for a considerable reduction af
licenses was passed, and in due ime carried inio
effect. In sorte quarters thiere is talk ai reaction,
thaugh with vigilant Temperance organization this is
mnosi unîikely.

In certain niunicipalitit-s, where tht Scatt Act is in
opération, efforts rire being made ta start an agitation
for its repeal. Tht Woodstnck Town Council have,
by a large majority, preseted a petition ta tht Do-
minion Plarliainent praying for the repeai of tht Act.
'bis bas been prompîty met by the Temperarte
arganization of tht locality, whast members have
passed ctear-cut resalutions 'Urecily traversing the
contention ai the prc-liquar party. Other places be-
sides Woodstock are taking an active part in tht dis.
cussion whetber tht Scott Act should bt maintained
or repealed. Long before tht decision is made at the
ballot box tht canflici ai opinion will be sharper thban
ever. i may be rcîied on that tht supporters ai the
Scott Act will do tbeir utmosî ta maintain a law thiat
is in the interesi ai social order and the moral and
material welt.being ai tht community. A stries ai
deiets would posipone the realization for vihich they
bave been sa energcîicalty striving.

Tht friends ai Temperance cannai fail ta bave no-
ticed that tht recentîy elected niember for East
Bruce bas introduced a bill in tht House af Coin-
monts for tht repeat of tht Scott Act. It bas also
bcen decided by tht Dominion Alliance to test the
strength ai the Temperance sentiment in tht new
Parliament. WVith this end in view Mr. jamieson,j
MI.P. for North Lanork, a consistent Temperance ad-
vocate, is about ta submit ta tht House a resolution
aflirming the principle ofiProhibition. 0f course it i
flot expected that the concentration ai tht naiion's
wisdoin will pranounce unanimously in favour ai the
entirt légal suppression ai tht drink trafflc ; but, ta a
'certain extent, it will reflect tht strength ai tht prohibi-
tion sentiment in tht country. Not being a party <tues.
lions members need flot b-- under the saine constrait
that usually keeps themn in the traces. At ail events,
Teniperance wilt bave a field day in tht House of
Cannions ,and discussion anywhere and everywhere
is an advantage ta tht cause

Another evidence that tht Temperance refýmmatinn
is making marked progress is found in tht Conven-
tion ai the Zhurch, ai England Temperawe Society,
held in Torontolast weelc, and presided aver by tht
Bishop ofthe 1liocese. Grent intcrest centred in the


