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SOME MISTAKES IN TRAINING
CHILDREN.--11,

BYREV } A R DIwEnW Gatvw

The mistakes made in traiming children are very
numerous, but we do not intend dealing with them all
~—only with a few of those of such broad and sinking
character as are open to the eyes of all observers,
In addition to those already referied to, we would
fnstance another:

THE NOYT CHECKING AND CORRECTING EXTRAVA.
GANT SPEECH,

Jean Paul Richtes speaks like a phit=<opher on the
“truthfulness” of children. He says, afier speaking
in the strongest way possible of *lying, that devour-
ing cancer of the inner man:* “Duting the first
five years they say neithe~ what is true nor what is
false~-they merely talk. Their talking is thinking
aloud ; and since the one-half of thought i frequently
a yes, and the other a no, and both escape them
(though not us), they seem to lie when they are
merely ta’<ing to themselves. Further: At first they
find pleasure in exercising their new art of speech,
and so they often talk nonsense only for the sake of
hearing their arquisitions in language. They fre.
quently do not undersiand some word that you have
sald ; little childien, for instance, cflen confuse to-
day, to-matrow, yesterday, as well as numbers and
degrees of comparison, and so give rather a mistaken
than a false reply. Again, they use their tongues
more in sport than earnest, as may be seen in the
long discussions they hold with their puppets, as a
minister or an author does with his; and they easily
apply this sportive talking to living people.”

No doubt there is much truth in all this—much
clear insight, But are they to be permitted to go on
without being helped to see the correctness of what
they utter? Surely not. Jean Paul's correction is
exceedingly judicious, though we venture to think he
does not go far enough. He says:

* In all these cases, whete the form of alie is not
to be shewn in any dark glass, say merely, ¢ Don't

talk nonsense ; speak seriously.’ Itisnot well rashly’

to criminate the children, to pronounce against them
when much may be questionable ; it is well always to
give them the benefit of the doubt, lest they be hard-
ened to evil. But often, knowingly, purposely, they
speak aside from the truth, reporuing facts incorrecily,
with intention to deceive—and between such times
and others, parents must distinguish—and when they
do, they must be corrected with all the wisdom at
command.”

Dr. Samuel! Johnson, on one occasion «hen the
education of children was alluded to, sair, ; * Accus-
tom yous childrea constantly to this [\wict attention
to truth, even in minute particulars], if a thing hap.
pened at one window, and they, when relating it, say
that it happened at another, do not let it pass, but in.
stantly check them. You do not know wh=rz aevia.
tion from truth will end.”

Boswell : “It may come to the door, and when
once an acrount is at all varied in one circumstance,
it may by degrees be varied so as to be to:a ly d.ffer-
ent irom what really happened.”

Our lively hostess, ywhose fancy was impa:ient of
the rein, fidgeted at this, and ventured 10 say, ** Nay,
this is too muc.  If Mr. Johnson shuuld furbid me
to drink tea, I would comply, as I should fcel the rs
straint only twice a day ; but Little variations in nar-
rative must happen a thousand times a day, if one is
not perpetually watching.”

Johnson : *Well, madam, and you ought to be
perpetually watching. It is more from carclessness
about fruth than iotentional lying, that there is so
much falsehood in the world.”

This course pointed out by Dr. Johnson is the
safest one for all interested to pursue. It leaves no
treacherous exceptions open. It is a direct dealing
with the evil. Another nmustake is:

NOT MEETING THE NEED OF THEIR MINDS.

Chnistian culture demands necessarily the exclusion
of wuch, but it 2dmits more than it excludes. It
banishes the bad, it brings in the good. This fact
cannot be too disunctly recogniz~d and acted upon,
that the growing nature of the child is ever uying out
for food. It must befed. It is not sufficient, there-
fore, merely to take away the harmful; we must put

]
| 1n us place the healihful,  When the mother sses her

babe piaying witn the scissors, or the fork, o1 any
dangerous thing, what does she do? She dces not
rudely pluck 1t out of the babe’s hand ; no, that would
only the more endanger the child,  She holds out an
orange or a peach, and, almost unconsciously, the
dangerous thing 1s dropped and the more delightiul
object seixed. What provision, then, shall be made
for the growing nature of the cild? ln & letier of
Charies hingsicy's, 1ull of sage advice, he says—t.
whom 1s not very clear, but evidently to a boy :

“ 1t yeu wish to be uke a lutle child, study what a
Little child could undesstand—nature ; and to do what
a litle child could do—love, Use your sentes much,
and your mind lutle, Feed on nature, and do not
try to understand it. It will digest tself, It did so
when you were a baby the first time! Look arqund
you much.”

This 18 excellent ; and no doubt, under the guidance
of Mr. Kingsley, ample provision would be made for
the mind’s need, And may not all who have charge of
children do the same? There Is published a series of
Science Primers that place the grand sutlines boldly
and cleatly before the mind, so that, with a little study,
great treasures of knowledge might be opened to the
children—treasures in which they would revel, and
in their joy enrich themselves for all time to come.
There are Science Prmers on Botany, by 1. D.
Hooker; Chemistry.by Prof, H. E. Rotcoe ; Phrsical
Gecgraphy, by A. Gaikie ; Physiology, by M. Foster ;
Astronomy, by 1. N. Lockyer; Physics, by Prof. 5.
Balfour ; Geology, by A. Geikie, The facts found in
these, the incentives they give to further study, the
whelesome, healthy influence they would exert on 2he
minds, even of the youngest, are beyond calculation.
Another boock may be mentioned as giving answers
to many questions children ask, namely, Dr, Brewer's
 Science in Familiar Things.” That is, in itself, an
invaluable repository.

Another mistake is :

NOT CULTIVATING IN THEM THE SENSE OF GOD's
OVERSHADOWING PRESENCE AND LOVE,

Th.s becomes easy, if the course we have indicated
be pursued for meeting the need of the child’s mind.
God can then be seen in His handiwork everywhere.
As a living God, as a loving God, as an omnipotent
God, as an omnipresent God, everything speaks of
Him, Rightly wstructed, every beautiful flower,every
growing «ree, every glancing river, every smiling field,
every great mountain, every moving cloud, every peal
of thunder and flash of lightning, every shower of
rain, every human face, every individual thing, will
call up the thought of Ged and give a new impression
of His presence and character.  Charles Kingsley, in
the letter from which we have already quoted, says :
« Read Geology—DBuckland’s ¢ Bridgewater Treatise’
—and you will rise up awe-struck and clirg to God.”
Tne sense of Gad’s presence brooding over men is
best imparted tbrough His wotks.  Afterwards, faith
in His Word and a conscicus reahzation of the prom-
1ses strengthen thissense.  In the case of grown men
who have remained godless till late, this last mood
comes first, but with nghily-trained children, last,
From the werks of God to the Word—especially
through those intermediatory passages descriptive of
God’s wonderful works, thereby sealing all that has
been seen -1s casy ; God who has been seen working
there, 1s heard speafing here; speaking only as He
can sprak, and how mu.b to children of their life and
duty? He regards thereality of *heir faith, the genu-
ineness of their love, the sensitiveness of their souls
to the h.ghest and purest motives, He says to them,
 Chuldren, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is
right. Honour thy father and thy mother, which is
the fi:st commandment with promise, that it may bs
well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the
carth.” When this consciousness of God’s presence
in nature and in revelation is awakened, then is all
the life hatllowed. Every bush is like the bush Moses
saw, aflame with God, and every occurrence and

event under the guidante of His hand. He is the |

ruler over all. His presence overreaches and inter-
penetratee 2ad upholds all things. By Him all things
subsist.

The last mistake we shall mention is

A LACK UT CTOMSISTENCY.

This, to the sharp eyes of the child, is specially no-
ticeable. I{ the precept is null fi-d by the example,
the child feels it; through its very nature goes the
jar of contradiction, This we conceive to be ons of

e most awful mistakes that is made. It has & most
tremendous neutializing influence all along the Line of
instruction and prayer and hope. It falls iike a blight
on all, Nothing escapes its moral deash. The
parent, therefore, must walk ever thoughtlully and
circumspectly, seeking to keep in close accord the
nord and the deed, tho p.ecept and we example;
saying with David,in 1's, 1.2, “ 1 will behave my-
sclf wisely In & perfect way, O when wilt thou come
unto me? 1 will walk within my house with a perfect
heart,” Prof, W. G. Hoge, in his ¥ Blind Bartimeus,”
has this apposite patagraph. “Professing pavents
often ray plans for their children diretly opfosed to
the Spirit's work® Let one example niustraie iny
meaning . In your morning devotions you ask Ged to
convert your children—even on the next Sabbath to
send His word with power to their hearts. Surely
you should pray so, and I will suppose you do. But,
before the day is over, yielding to the tide of corrupt
worldliness around you, or the pleadings of your une
converted children, you arrange for a dancing party
the next weck, and issue your invitations. “Oaly a
children's dancing party, and only with the plano, you
know,” you say patronizingly and cheerfully to con-
science, though somehow conscience looks a little
blank at these nice distinctions, and does not return
your sunte. DBut let that pass. Suppose, however,
God answers your prayer - * the Sabbath, and one of
these children weeps und.. the sermon, and comes
home downcast and distressed ; what will your con.
dition be? To say the lcast, will you feel no embar-
rassment?  No templation 20 seem nnt to have
observed it, until your scheme is carried out? No
regret even, that these feelings should have come just
then? How awkward that when you had meant your
daughter to be sc bright and beautiful in the dance
an Monday, that she should be convinred of sin, and
flecing from God's wrath, and weeping so0, on Sahbath!
On the other haad, will you have no fear lest the
excitement of the giddy scene shall quench the Spirit,
and harden the heart forever? And, besides all this,
would not these convictions take you by surprise, and
send a guilty pang to your heart? Coald you be, as
you ought always to be, expecting ™ strong faith the
answer of your prayers, and ready to bless God with
a clear heart, and go in secret with this dear, anxious
eoul, and mingle your tears, and together beseech
God for mercy 2 '

This is a prime inconsistency, and perhaps in the
bright white-light of it others may be seen more
clearly, and henceforth avoided. We all know that
ten-fold force, ay, an hundred-fold force,is given to
teaching when it is supported and illustrated by ex-
ample, while without example it is weak ; but with an
examglerin direct opposition to it, it is ruined ut.
terly, and the credit of the teacher at the same time,

‘The strength and active energy of every word of the
parent upon the heart of the child, lies in an example
conformable with it. What a grand thing it is to be
able to say, as Sir Matthew Hale does in his letters
to his children : * 1 have been careful that my exam.
ple might be a visible direction to you.” That is the
sure seal of all instruction.

SWEARING.

There is little doubt that irreverence is on the in.
crease. Veneration for divine and holy things, never
atany time a natural characteristic of our depraved
human nature, seems to be losing its hold upon even
thuse reared in an atmosphere of piety and devotion.
Various influences have been and are at work that
are 100 sadly favourable to this stale of things, The
reckless perjury in our courts of law, the pernicious
discussions of infidel and liberal leagues heard in
every household in our land by means of the too en-
terprising newspaper of the dzy, the noisy and flip-
pant, babbling, so-called popular preachers, the
familiar, off-hand sentimentalism of revival hymans,
and last, but not least, the holiday region of many
camp-meetings and assemblies, all combine to under-
mine and gradually destrey the sense of the eternal
fitness of that respect we owe as creatures to 8 merci-
ful Creator. Even among Christian people the influ.

ence of the times is felt, and is manifesting itself not
" so much in habits of gross profanity, though that is
by no means rare, as by a thoughtiess, often reckless,
use of words {n conversation that are essentially vul-
gar, at times bordering closcly on the profane.  There
is o very sad indifference also to blasphemous uttes-

ances on the part of thosa not Christians, and the



