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bankers—and when she had cashed the cheque which Muiiel
handed her * instead of references,” Lady Mary began to feel that
the wind had indecd been marvellously tempered to “suit her flecce-
less state, and went round in a most checiful frame of mind to give
her usual annual order for the hired victoria (or brougham, as “be-
fitted time and weather) for the scason,

Muriel proved to be the most gentle, docile, amiable creature in
the world, She appeaied to have no wishes of her own; her one
idea was to please Lady Marv. She consulted her chaperon abont
everything Jdat she did, and deferied 1o her opinion sv charmingly,
that Lady Mary was delightcd. Even when they went to chouse
chiffons and arrange about the dress which Muricl was to wear at
the Dra“m'r Room, the girl was content to trust more to her filend's
judgment than her own.

“ But, my dear,” expostulated Lady Mary, *¢ Surely you must
have some prefesence of your own?  When Iwas yourage I should
not have cared for a diess that was entirely arranged for me.”

¢ 1 am so inexperienced,” said Muriel, in her deep contralto
voice. ¢ I would rather trust to your taste than to my own,
should so like to look well.”

In ghort, Lady Mary had not c¢njoyed her shopping so much for
a Jong time, and she exerted herselt with such guodwill to reform
Muriel’s wardrobe in points where she considered it defective, that
she very soon transformed the simply-clad country girl into a per-
fect peacock as regards her plumage.

She was very "lad to find that Muriel was fond of walking, and
did not care for ndm'r in London,. Muriel never refused or fd"ct-
ed because this or that thing did not go right, never lost her head
in a crowd or rushed into tlxc_]'ms of death at a crossing.  She took
life casily and enjoyed it with a quiet air of amusement as if she
thought it very entertaining.

It is so new to me,” she explained one day when Lady Mary
asked her why she smiled. «So different to the country that it
surprises me at times.”

She completely won Lady Mary’s heart by the keen attention
with which shelistened to the old lady’s old stories of her flirtations,
her cleverness in managing her swains, her triumphs and coquetrics
of carlier days, and also of the misdecds or successes of vther pro-
tigés, with all of whom Lady Mary, according to her own account,
was ¢ distantly connected.” Nor did Muriel ever manifest a desire
to assume the lead in the conversation. She could be very amus-
ing when she chose, and entertained her chuperon very much by
her clever satirical comments on things and people, butasa ruleshe
allowed the main burden of the conversation to fall on the shoulders
of the clder lady, who bore it without any sign of fatiguc.

There were only two points on which she did not approve of
Muricl. She considered that the latter’s appetite was far tao good
for a fashionable young lady ; she was foolishly vexed bcc:mac in
conscquence of the extreme delicacy of the girl’s constitution she
was to be presented in a high dress.

Befare Muriel had been a week: with her, I.ad_', Mary was com-
pletely devoted to her, and took as much interest in the approaching
debut as if she had been the girl’s mother.

**You arc a dear,sweet girl, and you have quite won my heart,
she said to her one nftcrnoon, whcu they had just returnad from
driving ; and then, in an impulse of unusual affection, she kissed her
forthe first time on the side of the mouth, as women do to one annther,
and the girl’s check touched her face.

At this touch she drew back abruptly as if she had reccived a
shock. Then she scrutinised Muriel closely and curiously, drawing
back a little, while a look of surprise, almest of terror, came mm
her eyes.

¢« [s anything the matter?” inquired Muricl, as Lady Mary
walked hastily across the room.

“ \'o——ycs—-l don't know. 1 am not sure,” replied the Iady,
stopping by the table, and cyeing her guest from head to foot avith
an air of the greatest perplexity, -+ Tt scems absurd. Have you
cver looked at my work ?—catch » and she abruptly tossed a
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bundle of wool skewered into a ball by knitting ncedles towards her
unsuspecting companion.

Startled into rapid action, Muricl, by an irresistible impulse,
brought her knees close together, and, cntdnu" the bundle clumsily
thruu"h her fingers, saved the fall with her knces in a rough and
ready “manner that considerably disturbed the set of her dmpenu
‘Then she raised her head to see Lady Mary's face turn ashy white
and her eyes dilate with rage and horror.

*You wretch, you \llhm, shé eried, in a scarcely human
voice.  What devil has prompted you todo this villainous thing?”

Then she fell forward in a dead faint.
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1 was scared at the suddenness of the thing,” said Bertie,
when he told the story afterwards, *and my one idea was to bolt
as svon as possible. So I rang for the servants, told them their
mistress had fainted, rushed up~t irs as fast as those confounded
skirts would let me, hustled into my jacket and hat, and slipped out
and touk the first hansom home, where I was fortunate enough ¢
get in unperceived,  But, to tell the truth, now that it is over, 1 am
mthcr a~h lmed of the thing, and I have made a vow never to tell
her name.”

“ And to tell the truth, Bertie,” said Ronny Cochrane, who had
listened with much disapprobation, ¢ I think you would be a
scoundrel if you did.”

Ea YLy Eﬂmm'ar.

K J. OMTILILI LT,
HALIFAX, N. 8.

.

Brewers, Maltsters and Bottlers.
bolc \(anufaclurcrs of KRAIZER BEER.

N. B. _-FAMILY ORDERS A spéﬁmmy

NEW MUSIC. PaicL NEW MUSIC. Fei

* loves Golden Dream,”  Waltz, .Oc l *Our Societs.™ < - Walty, o
< loves l)n"unhn-l ** Katic and Ton.’  Galop, o
* Santiago.” - .»Oc. i * Pixie and l)ndn, « Pulka. o

For Sﬂlc at A E. JONE3 & CO'S,
MUSIC DEALERS AND IMPORTERS OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTN
No. 88 Barrington St., Hslifax, N. S.

(orr. A STLONEN & 30N.)

MHDIHAS P, CONYDIERY,

Custom Tailor,
55 BARRINGTON ST., Cor. Sackville, HALIFAX, N. S.

C. W. HAYWARD & CO.

Brewers and Bottlers.

XX & XXX ALES AND BROWN
Family Orders prompily atfended to.

STOUT.
Tclephour. 126

JOHN F. KELLY.
Manufacturer of all grades of HARNESS and COLLARS.

tlorse Bools, Hore Clothing, &c.  Impurter and Dealer in Sahdlery 1orinen
Patent and Harnes Leathers, Hames Makers” Supplics, &«

33 and 357 BUCKINGHAM ST., - - HALIFANX, N. &
Rotall at Wholesale Prices.



