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banersaî~ wlicnl she bia calcd flie cheque wliicl M ut ie
hanclcd lier il iîslcad of refere(nces," Lady ïMaîy lgnto iced chat
the wvind bail indeed been inar% cllous1y 1îemplered tu euit lie~r fleccc-
k.ss stale, and %vent rounld in a1 ioýs ilceifuil fi-ane of' iiiiid to grive
licr usu:ia :iunu:î1 order l'or 111e hired victoria <or brouighim, as bc-
fitted tinie and iveather) for Ille scason.

Muriel provcd Io bc the most gentle, docile, amiîable ere:iîurc in
the wvorld. She appeai cd to li'. %e no w.islies of lier uvii ; lier oîic
idea *vas 10 plense Lady Mr.She consulied lier chape)tron? about
cvcryîliing dluit she did, aîîd d-ericd to lier opinion su dîarininglv,
thai Lady lMlary ivas deli'-lîcd. Evni illîcn îlîy %vent Io cllouze
chipions and -arraînge aîbout the dre,-s %%hic!, M'urîl waûs to irear :ît
the Drawving iloor, the girl v;.ls cLIr.ICII to trust more to lier fiicnd's
judgnitnt thian lier owît.

Biut, my dear," expositilated Lady Mary, -' Surely you niust
have soine pref'cience ot your owît? Vhaivras yourage 1 shud
not )lave eared for a di ess hduit vas entirely arranged for, ta."

I irs so iniexperienced," saîis. :uriel, ilulber devp coistr:itu
voice. '' 1 wuuld rallier trust to yûut' taste tha> t Isly oiwn,
should -0 like to lookll.

In short, Lady Nl;rv lad nt cnjoyed lier shopping ço iucli fur
îJoulime an h ccîd îrc.f h sucli ,uodtill to reforni

Multriel's war.drobe in point.- %w bore Aiîe couisidered it defectdve, that
site verv soon tratiborîiied the ziînply-clacl contry girl into a pr
fect peaýcock as regards lier plumnage.

She was very -lad to find thnt M.\uriel was fond of w.alking, and
did not care for riding, in London, Muriel never refused or fid-,et-
cd because this or tdut thing did nos corgî,nvtls e ci
il) a crowd or rushcid int thejawvs of dcalli nt a crostýing. $he took
life easily and enjoyed il with a quiet ar of amusciinetît as if site
tlîought il; very enîtertiiniig,.

-4It is so ne.%,' bo mc," sise cxplained otie day wlîcn Lady Mary
askcd lier '.''ly site siniled. il Su dit1iWent to the couniry that it
surprises silo at times."

[ Site comiplercly w.on Lady Maysheart by the keen attevntionî
w.ith. w.hich shehistened to the aid lady's oid storieS of lier fliriations,
her clevcruîess in znanaging lier swains, lier triumplis ani coquetries
of' carlier days, and alzo of the îaisdceds or zeuccesses of oilier Ipro-
Ugés, '.iîli all of %vluai Lady Mýary, according to bier owvn nccouart,
was "ldistantly connectesd." Nor did 'M triel cvcr mnanifest a desire
to assume the lead ini tie conversation. Site could bc very antisis-
ing wbien she chose, and cntcrtzîiiiccI lier chaetreoit -cr%, intch by
lier clever satrical coinînetîts on dlnî*gs and people, but as a rule she

* alIo.d the main burden of tie converSntion Io faui on the slîoulders
of the eider lady, who bore it wiîlîout anv eign of f-hîigue.

Thierc wcre only two points on '.licli 0ic did flot appîrove of'
Muriel. She considercd thant te lattcr's ippetite~ %vas far too good
for a fashiionable young lady ; she wvas foolizihly vcxed because in
consequcncc of Ille extrcîne dlelicacy cf t girl's constitution -he
%.vas ta bc prescnted in a higli drcss.

flefore ?il1urieIl itd beca a wcek- withliher, Lady Ma.rv %vas con-
pieteiy devoteid ta lier, and took as nîncl interest in the app'oacliing,
dlclut as if she bail bers uie girl's mother.

'<bu arc a dear, sweet girl, and vou have quite %vou miy liîcrt,"
she said ta lier one aftcrnoon, wvhen îhicy lind jugt returnad froin
driving ; and then, in an imipulsýe of unusual affection, she kissed lier

* forilie first doste ou the side ol ihie nioutî, as ivomen do Io une annolher,
and tlîe girl's choc], îouchcl lier face.

AtI titis touch ie~x drew bac], abruiulv ai if Aiec hall rccivcd a1
shock. Thonz she scrtatinised.%Muriel cloi;ely andi curiotîsly, draiug
bneck a litilc, w.hile a look of surprise, almest of terror, c.tnc mbt
lier cyes.

la I nuytluing the maliter?" inquircd Muriel, as 1--tdy lMary
walliea hisîily ncross the roonm.

ilNo-yes-l don't know. 1 airs not sure," rcplied thc lady.
stpîin- by the table, and cyeing lier guest fron'. hea to fusot .wiffi

nn air of the greatcst perplexily. *" sccrns absurd. lhave you
cvcr lookcd at tny wovrk P-catch-il and she nbruptly tossed a

bundle of wvool iieereto a hall by knitting ncedies towards lier
unsupecingconipanion.
stlirtled illio ra1,id action, 'Muriel, by ail irre',istible inîle

brou-lbî ber Lkaces closie roeie,:id eheiiug tue bundie cIuiilýI'
titrou-11 lier ligtsaved I lle fall wiîli lier kîîees ia a rong-l iîul
rendy nuanner thit conU,,derably ditsturbed the 6et of lier drap)eries,
Thon she raieed lier licacl to sc Lady Nlary.ï face turi* asliy %wliiîr-
and la'r eyes dilate with rage aînd barrot'.

You wrcîch, you villainl, sbd crIied. i a heievluaî;s
voice. " W'hit devil ha.spromîîlted yotitolo titis viiliiiiiaus tlii

''ltez sIte Icîl forward in a clead fitint.

1 wa*:s sce:c at UIl eudcieuiîees of Ille tlitr"said Ilertit',
wlien lie told tic story afterwards, l'antd amy ane Mona ias Io lm'>lt
as suoî. ils piossible. So. 1 rang for t servants, told thein bhîrir
isî,:rcss hind fiintedl, riushed ups),t.tirs as fitst as thuise eotnfoullile

sk'-rts wuî'ld let nie, bustled into itmy jacket and hbat, and slippedi tout
and took the first baisnsornue, wltere 1 %%,as forturtate cîîuughi~
gre- iii unperccivuil. But, tu tell te truli, now thtt il is ove'r, 1 aîns
radiler a.:i:àimed of the tiuandl 1 have madle a vow neyer to til
lier itaîne."

14Aud ta tel! the trulli, Bertie," said lZoîuy Coeliraîte, '.'.lîu 11.1(1
listcncdi willh ilîncît <iapprobitiai, Il I thîink Vons w'oîtld bu' -.
scoundrel if you du)."
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