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ORNAMENTING SCHOOL GROUNDS

There are, 0o doult, mapy country school-houses
set down on a littlo patch of Jearcd ground by tho
sido of the public road, neat littic Luildings cuough,
but looxing utterly desolato tu an artlstic cye, be
causo of thoncglect of their surroundings. Now I
do not advocate calling in a landscapo gardener or
& treo agent, theso a7o slt very well in theit way.
but let us see what can be done by the exercisc of o
littlo taste aud tho cxpenditurc of a little time and

ARBOR DAY.

Nothing should be left undoso to havean Arbor
Day appolntod for tho spring of 1887, and to take
measurcs to- have it gonerally observed in the
schools of tho Province. At the Carleton County
Teachers' Institute, which mects -to-day, reports
are to bo road from the-schools that obscrved an
Atbor Day last year. Thess reports will show
what has sircady been done In o'namenting school
grounds. And' the enthusiasm with which the
work was entered upon in maay districts In Car-
kton, York and Charlotte, is most cucouraging to
thoso who planned and aided in catrying out so
excellent a work, The success thoy met with will
stimulate others to do likewise.

A contributor in another columan gives some
valoablo suggestions on decorating school grounds,
and thes, wo hope, will-be followed by others
from the samo pen. It is tho first step that costs,
but if the.incrtia be once.removed and an interest
doveloped in this matter of ornamenting school
grounds, we feel sure thet tho results will Lo satis-
fectory in many ways. Not only will the children
tako moro Intercst in the schools, but teachers will
find that it can bo made a potverful means of secue-
ing better discipline if they and their scholars can
bave something in which they may bo mutually
interested ‘during play bours.  any an obstreper-
ous pupil hes been reduced to docility by getting
him interested jn somo pleasant task, which will
serve asachannel for diverting and tumning to
good account the mischief. which must scek an
gutlet.  Many uscful hints on tho propagation of
plants, how to prescrvo them, hiow to guard them
against tho Tavages of insccts, what soils are best
suited for ocriain plants, what uses thoy are pat to
—with many.other facts that can bo taught better
by practice than theory, polnt out that-the sraa-
mentation of school buildings aud grounds.is no
meéan Toctor In an cdnestiona) course.

Ono of these Lright sutumn days, just before
school i dismissed, let tho teachier ask the boys and
girls to bring somo roots of vines or shrubs when
thoy come to schiool-to-morrow. We will say that
out of twenty scholars only five wilt take any inter-
est in tho mattcr, but let £ot the teacher be discour.
aged. Tho main thing is to make a begioning. The
foterest will soon grow, and by next year you will
fiad tho children cager to carry the improvements
still furtlier. Next day at recess let ono of the boys
borrow a spade from tho ncarest acighbour and Jet
thosc most interested plant the vines undes the win-

jdows and near the door, each undertaking to take

chargs of bis or her plant. In this way the work
will not be too much for any onc to attend to, and
the teachers carc will be lo sec that they are not
neglected.

A fow words on the subjeet of the most desirable
plauts might not be amiss.

If any oue in the vicivity hias & Virgloia creeper,
she vl be willing lo sparc a few slips in sucha
good " cause, and thése have only to bu sct o the
ground and watered a few times and jou will be
surprised at the rapidity with which they grow
when once established.  In the neighbourhood of
Fredericton and St. Stephen thio beautiful Clematis
Verticilluris ts found, and morc abundantly through-
ont the province the Clematls Virginiana, both of
which arv pretty croepers. Hops arc not difficult
to obtain and aruof very luxuriant growth, Though
it 13'best to have perconial plants, stil) some pretty
annuals -arc not to be despised, such as canary
croeper, nasturtiom, acd otherss.  Wo have now
adorned the outer walls of the school-house, what
clso aliall we do?

To atlempt too much will not be wise. Tt is best
to *make haste slowly™ and do well what +we under-
toke. An oval bed cach s{do of the door would be
cnough to begiu with, ubless the children are very
enthuslastic, and they will vo If the teacher is co-
thuslasticand goes ibc right way.to work. An oval
Lud I8 pretticr than a squarc oo or a straight border
; agalast the house, and has the advantage of belng

Preparations for an Arbor Day next year should , casy of access from al] olnts for iceding nod watcr

2ot beleft until spring. They may begin mow.
Bchool gréunds may b levelled off, stoncsand un-
aightly objects removed, good trees sclected and
marked whilé the foliage is still upon them, and
if & few bo.plantod this fall it will ecrvo £ sn
carmiest for the faller sccomplishment next spring,
aud *keep up in tho minds of children alivelier
anticipation of Arbor. Day,

Tuz ¥otiro length.of raliroads of tho wotld, up
to the cnd of 1834, as recently published by the
Prussian ‘minister of ‘poblic works, was £91,000
willds, aancreaso of tweuty-seven per cent, or
over aixty thousand miles, during the proceding!
fivoyears.  Of tho entlre léngth, very nearly one-
hall is that of the Américan railfoads, malnly in
the United States.
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|tog. Itwould b well to arouseln thechildren aepirit
; of generous emulation I reference to “stocking ™ the
i garden., Somo cap bilag slips of geranium, cte.,
| from home, some will bringa féw cénts 1o buy secd.
: Yous can 40 véry well with one packet of pavsy and
ofic packet of mignogette, costing five ccols cach;
others may séarel the woods and briog roots of our
Ipative witd fidwers, which arclovely, and many 6t
 thém imiprove greatly under cultivation.

upon thess few. fower beds, they: will soon Soome
the souree of a great deal of pleasure without inter
{cring with home or school duties.

Oto polat moroand I bave done. Having made
and planicd the flower bods, You will nved somo
protection against that enémy.of gardens—tho cow.
A wlire Tenpo {3 the best, but a .cheap rustic feaco
can casily be made. Stakes of sprico or cedar
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I overy, day sl recess & jitlo caro s bcpl_owcd’

deiven {nto the ground aliout slx feet apart, con-
nected with small poles with the bark left on, and
cross pleces at intervala. .

The nbove hints buve beun given merely to show
what can be dooe s a begimnin,, but I hope others
will improve on iliese suggestlons and carry them
out more fully. Itisimposilic to over estimato
the reGning influcoce which the love of flowers
exercises upen the youthiful mind, especially when
alded and directed by a teacher who has an intelll-
gent appreciation of the besutles of natnre I
know of no purer source of pleasure to old and
young ailke, than is experienced in watching the
growth of plants and sceds upon which they have
expended care (for we lose murh if we leave our
work to a gardener); it exclites the curinsity and
cultivates the taste of thechildren, and tho teacher,
weary with mental toil, derives, like Antivus, fresh
benefit from cvery contact with mother earth.

As we pull up the weeds, we think how we will
cradicate the weeds of idlencss, filhumour, ctc.,
from the hearts of our pupils. .As we tmin the
plants, wo shall think how all good and pure affec
tions shiall Jivo and grow in them, and in the pain-
ful, but neceswiry, pruaing, no shall scc another
analogy which our great Teacher has brought out
for us— Every branch that ascth fruit He purg-
cth 1t, that st may bring forth mor. fruit.” If wo
make our pupils sharers in these thoughts who can
tell what the result may be®

1 do not gpeak thus from mere theory  This plan
| bas Leen warricd out aith success in the family of
the writer, and hoga and girls alike have received
prany & lesson which [am fain to believe was seed
sonn it guad ground, that is, virgin «il, w briog
forth feult & hundred fold.  If, as Dcan Swift
s3yR, “'hic ix a public benefactor who causes two
blades of irass to grow wherebefore there was only
one,” what must f¢ be who *makes the wilderness
like Eden, causes the dasett to blossom likearose,”
and plauts a love of the beautiful in the hearts of
tose who in o few years will occupy our places on
the stage of iife.

I will conclude with a simple litlle poem by
Wordsworth, with whih protably all your rcaders
are not familiar.

Who fancied whyt a.?re\ty sight

This rock wonld be, it edged around
With liviag enow-drops, circlet bright,
So glurings to this orchard ground §

Vho loved thas iittle mmound, and set
Upon ita brow this coronet *

Wax it the fancy of @ child,

Or rather of some villaze maid

Whoso brows, the day that she wan styled
Tho shepherd queen, were thus arrayed;
Of man mature, or Inatron sage ;

Or old man tuyiog with bis age®

1 asked, "twns answered, the derice

To oach an all might well belong,

It Is the spirit of Paradise .

That promita such work, a spirit atrong
' That gives to cach the sell-xame bent,

H Wheve life iz wite and iznocent,

E
St. Joho, N. B., Sept. 13. *

}
1

La graplologie, a French journal, describes a
! now method of reading character, knotwn as-¢ scar-
* palogy.’ Tt consistyin astedy of the hecls and
+ soles of shoes, If these aveworn down eveoly, tho
weéarer 8 0 good Lusiness mav, coergetic and
quick in docision; if tho outer 8'de is wora more
than the joner ho is of an adventurous turn of
mind. Weakness of character is “dicated by &
* heel and sole worn most on the inoer side,
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