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From a Leciure delivered at London, Canada, oi the 81st Jan. 1842.
By James Corbett.

1 propose in the fullowing Lecture to trace, in tha first
place, the origin and gmwth of modern drunkenness.

2ad. To shetch the riso and history of Temperonce
Societirs.

3rd. To endeavour to show tho ruperiority and efficacy
of "'otal Abstinence from all intoxicating liquots coms
pared with the priuciples of the former ‘Femperanco As-
sociation. ‘

4th. ‘I'o notice one or two objections, and conclude with
a few observetions on what may be advanced.

I return to the first of these, namnely to trace the origin
anit growth of drunkenness.

‘I'owards the cnd of the ninth century, there arose an
order of men, characterised mora for their extravngancies
and follies than for any thing else, and continued to
flourish until the sixteenth century, who assumed to
themselves by way of distinction the name of ¢ Alchy-
mists,” that is, the Chemists, because they considered
themselves as more highly favoured than tho rest of
mankind by the knowledge they possessed.

{t w-s one of the first principles of the Alchymists,
that ain metals are composed of the same ingredients, or
that the substances which enter into the composition of
gold are found in all other metals, but mixed with many
impurities, from which by certain processes they might
be separated.

The great and constant object of all their labours and
researches was the discovery of a substance possesscd of
the wenderful properiies of converting the baser metals
into gold. 1t was during the durk ages, about seven hun-
dred vears ago, that one of these deluded Alchymists, a
native of Arabia, while endeavouring (o extract from the
good gifts ol the God of Nature, a universal solvent by
which he might be enabled to drag gold from its hidden
recesses—it was while engaged in this unhallowed search
after riches, that he in evil hour discovered disiilled
pirit or alcohol. 1t however continued 10 be employed
for several centuries by the Alchysnists and their initinted
disciples in their mysterious and absurd rescarchos, whose
flattering hopes, ns may well be supposed, were never
realized. The rich prospect fled before them, and the
golden prize, which they olten supposed within their
reach, like ignis futuus eluded theiv eager grasp

Distilled spirits are said to have been first suggested
as a rtomedy in discase by a physician in Spain about
the 13th century, and were sold in drams acscordingly
from the shelf ol the apothecary, but they were not used
as a beverage in heaith unul the 16th century.

The earhest application of ardent spinits to ihe purposes
of mdwary lite is supposed to have been as a pre
servation from cold and damp to the labuurers in the
mines of Hungary ; and they are said to have been used
for 1he first ume by the Enghsh soldiers in the year
1551, when assising the Duteh in the Netherlands. 1t
nowever appears that distilled spinits began to be prepared
on a large scale un the Cuntinent of Lurope, about the
commencemetit of the 17th ceniuiy, Lut they were not
so touch a3 known in Scotand unul tha year 1673, in
the reign of Charles I, 16) years ago, when the impor-
tation of a spirnuous l.guur from the Cop.inent was pers
mitted by Act of Padianient on p.ynent of a trifling ex.

icise duty. ‘Tl the reign of William and Mary itis woll

known that ale had been the common beverage of the
labuuring -lasses in England, but no Roonsr was instiled
lapll‘t‘ m;,mhed in thoir habits by an act of parliament
sor the encouragement of distillation, 1han its emply.
ment became su excessive as to call for the interlcrence
of the legislature.

About the beginning of last contury, distillation wasin
it infancy, and was then quite unknown in many parts
of Scotland.  Abnut the wmiddle of that century a lew
private distillers had commenced the manulacture, but
there was little demand for ardent spirits, as they had
not even at that recent period become the favourite be
verage of either rich or poor. ‘The spirit trade \was then
so very trifling that it hod scarcely becoma an object of
finunce.

An erroneous opinion exists at tho present day, tha
distillation was carried on in the Highlauds et Scotland
from a very remote antiquity. ‘This opinion howeveris
an egregrious popular error, for distilled spirits were not
known in these remote districts until abeut the period of
the Revolution, in the year 1648, 154 years ago. Pre.
vious to this period, the Highlander had lived ina happy
_simplicity of manuners, his simple fvod and manner of
lliv.'iug being well adupted to his necessities aad wanls.
Instead of ardent spirits being the beverago ased in the
Highlands of Scotland from the enrliest ages, we have
been enabled to trace mnot only that the natives were
strangers to the use of ardent spirits, but also that they
were ignorant of the elemeniary process of distillution,
Neavertheless it is believed that the art of distilling mall
spirits was known and practised in the Highlands of
Scotland for a few years, but not mere, before the art
found its way into the Lowlands; this circumstance may
have been the means to lead many personsto draw the
erroncous conclusion, that distillation wus practised in
the Highilands from remote ages, the roverse ot all which
is nuw fully established.

It appears that about the year 1690, stills first began to
be crected in the Lowlands of Scotland, owing to the de.
mand for their produce, the thirst for the new liguor gn.
dually increased, and at last spread like the devouring
flame, so much so that during the comparative short period
which has elapsed since the origin of distillation in Great
Britain, its consumption in the United Kingdom rapidly
increased to the fearful annual amount of 40 million< of
gallens, To give an idea of the vast quantity, it is only
necessary to state that it would £ll a canal 163 miles fong,
12 feet broad, and five fect deep.

Thus we have scen that distilled spirits from being used
only in the mySterious processes of the Alchymists, found
their way to the medicine chest, afterwards used as a pre-
servative against cold and damp, the futal error gradually
prevailed that they were useful for men in health. At Jast
like the plague of frogs that covered the land of Egypt, they
found their way into almost every habitation.

tlaving thus given a rapid sketch of the origin and pro-
gress of distillation, which has in 2 great measure been the
cause of the fearful drunkenness that prevails, we shall now
give the testimony of a few individuals who raised their
voices against the manufacture and use of distilied spirits
long before the existence of Temperance Sogicties.




