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We will, however, in this hurried glance be forced to negleet the
muny strange and curious forms that geological research has hrought
to light.

Again the eooling and shrinking of the earth interfered with
the progress of life.  The Devonian and Siturian rocks reaching
from near Wollville v the Sissibou river were folded together and
shut np like a book.  Those stony records stamped with the his-
tory of a strange and eventful past were closed not agam tw be
opened till many & long era had gone by and many « mighty revolu-
tion had changed the face of nuture,  And now where the Nictaux
and Bear River have chiselled deep valleys  through their folded
slates, we may read on their steep sides the strange history of Dev-
ohian life.

To the close of the Devonian period  belongs the era ol the
aranitic outbreak which so changed the appearance of a large part
of Nova Seotia.  This was indeed an event which deservesa more
extended notice.  Thenceforth for ages the history of the ancient
highlands of Nova Scotin was a blank.  Land there was,
but to what pmrpose;  life there may have been, but it has left
no rvecord. Al we know is that fora long period of time
our mountains were acted upon by ivflnences which ground
them down and transported the materials to the sea. Un
the Sissibou River one of the ancient mountain ridges was worn
away toabout five miles helow its original surface and  this, be it
remembierad, was accomplished before the coal period. It has heen
calenlated from sound data that the ordinary action of frost and
water lowers the eartl’s surface not more than one foot in 3,000
years; yet here we have over 25,000 feet of solid rock removed
particle by particle and conveyed to the ocean by some such cause
as abuve mentioned.  So insignificant seems this method of work-
ing andl so tremendous ave the results, is it any wonder that we
hesitate to believe ere we have seen some proof ¢ Awd yet thisis
one of the simplest traths of Nova Scotian geology.

When we look back on this event, which ocenpies but a simall
fraction of genlogical nistory, it is not surprising that geologists
sheuld claim such immense periods for the enaction of the changes
which they relate.  And thix is not a solitary testimony, but issup-




