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tice Empire at largc. Nor wvould it bc difficult to suppose
sundry causes to hasten thc crisis in such a decision A
long European %var, for instance, entailing a dcmand for
funds and troops from flie colonies, miglit raise again that
ver>' 31d subject of taxation wvitlîout representation ; or
the vcto of some colonial govcrnor upon a pet scheme of
tic colonies, such as a commercial reciprocity trcaty with
another nation, inighit awakcn doubts as to the advisabilit-
of a frcc people bcing dictatcd -) b>' an alicn parliarnctit;
or again, thec mighit bc an aggravated' case of gratuitous
insuit to Englisx colonists, like tic liaughty refusai of the
Englisli Govcrnmenit to allow Ulic patriotic Australians ti
fil, the Union jack on the slîips of thecir navy.

Those people, therefore, wlio are in favour of Uic con-
tinuance of a real unity of the Empire, should cxert tliem-
selvcs in devising wvays and rneans of binding togetiier ifs
scaîtcred parts in lasting bonds. And, undcr thc prescent
condition of good feeling and harmony, sucli a consuinnia-
tion would scem possible with the Ieast amount of friction.
Canada in partic'I-far should bc cager to attacli hierself to
the motiier country, or onc o? these days she niay find the
intercsts and inclir..tioas of lier people ready to bc coin-
bincd witlî tixose of lier flourishing ticighibor. Thc care fui
article b>' Mr. Pirie, refcrrcd to above, points out a con-
siderable tcndcncy in that direction, and Prof. Goldwin
Smith, who is b>' no means lacking in mental acumen, lias
al-ways consistcntly maintaincd the value of suclia policy.
Pcrhaps more emphatic signs of the drift of public feeling,
are affordcd b>' tîxe regular migration of enterprising
Canadians across tîxe line, wvhich, 1 fear, arc not dccrcasing
in number or ertent And beside office clerks and other
needy individuals in quest of the almiglîty dollar, otlier
people occasionally Icave us whomn wc can ill afford to
lose. As a case in point miglit bc xncntioncd the late
departure of three Trinit>' mci in Holy Ordcrs-could
tlicy not find îvork to do in tlicir own counryi? A>ain
our labour organizations are affiliatcd widî thcir Anicrican
brethrcn and indentity oi intcrcst nîay casily arouse more
sympathctic feelings. Thcrc arc some very fi-ir reasons
tlieni, wliy Canadians should taize Up the question of
Imiperiai Federation, and do whlat Uic>' cati to hcelp on the
good wvork wvhich is bcing donc clsewlicre. For tiiougli
our wvortlîy Premier is of opinion tlîat no Ilpractical result"
caxi follow from an>' discussion on tîxe subject, a good
man>' Englishimcî in differcnt quarters of the globe hav'e
bc-come conviiccd. of the pressing nced for a satisfactory
solution of tic diffRculty. To take England first, upwvards
Oif 70 members of the Flouse of Coinmons arc on the
Comniittcc of the Imperial Fe'd.-ration League. Thîis
socicty already nu.nbcrs many enthusiastic and influenitial
iiembers in its ranks, and lias cspcially met witlî a favou-
rable reception tliroughi jut Conservative England.

M1r. Chamîberlain, too, in lus speech on tic Iish Homne
Rule Bill refcrrcd favourably to some large schicmc of
Impcrial Federation.

It nusi. bc colifcssed that tic ordinary Englishîinan

gerîErally lias ratîxer liaz>' ideas about an>' definite scîxeme
for Federation, or the probable resuits of sucli a policy.
Tîxe comnimon-place Tlor>' is always tatz-en %vitlî a grand con-
ccptiori of "mraintaining the Integrity of tic Empire."
And lie lias niov for tlîe nmost part corne to di'e conclusion
tlîaf a Colonist is after ail "la man and a brother," and
tiierefore tlîat there is no insuperable reason why lie sliould
not be representcd iii tîxe National Assembl>'.

But Mien it is pointcd out chat althouigl at the preselit
time tlîe popfflation of the Colonxies is mukcli lcss tlian tîxat
of Great Brîtaiiî, tlîere is ever>' probabilit>' to bclieve tîxat
iii a century or tîvo flic once-dcspised Colonists wvill con-
stitute b>' far tîxe largcst proportion of flic nation. In
tîxat case under an eqluitable systemn of representation, tie
Colonial influence iii tlîe Imperia[ Parliament would pre-
nominate. Now tliougli tic Britislh Islaîidcr las no cause
to suppose tîxat a Canadian or Australian wvould be ariy
less conccrned for tlîc general intcrests of the Empire tîxan
liisclf; yct many of tlîcm cani uDt lielp thiinking th-at it
would bc ratîxer dcrogatory for England if ' lier own"
Colonists liad an important share in lier goveî'nmont. But
I fancy such good people ma>' bc prcvailed oit to sec
tlîings in tixcir proper light, for tlîcy really mean well tri
tic race. And certainily, on Uic face of it, tliere is no valid
reason ivli> a frcc-born Colonist sluould labour unider a
sort of political disabilit>' witli regard to the higher affair,
of tîxe nation, as compared %vitli lîL fcllov-subject in old
Etnglaîîd.

In Neiv Zcaland tlîc intention of tlî Imperial Federation
League lias been ivell rccived. Tîxe House of Represen-
tatives has fâvourably noticed it, and lias even votcd -a.
îîumber of resolutions %vordcdl by the League itself. Some
Canadians, at ahi events, are nloving iii the matter, and
branches of tluc League have ahready been establislicd.
Distiîîguisticd mon in Queensland and South Australia
have joined. Tîxere are two b.anclies ini South Africa,
and it is fairi>' reprcscntcd in Singapore, Honîg Kong,
]3arbadoes, and Gibraltar.

Wiîat remains, tlieu, to bc donc ? To cultivate a strong
public feeling iii favour of Imperial Federation botlî iii
Englaild and, espet -aîly, in the Colonies. Until tie Colon-
ists s;îcak, %vit no uncertain voice ont tlis subjcct, thc buhk
of Enl- ý*sli politiciaits wvill probably hc content to lot things
go tlieir oîvn gait, anîd will ratdier occup)' tîxeniselves %vith
more private intcrcsts. At least, cver>' citizen slîould
knoiw wlîat mcaning, and wliat splenidid auguiries of future
prospcîxty, arc coîîtaiîîcd in tlîc phrase, Imperial Federa-
tion.BouM \.

A circuhar issued b>' thc Chîancellor, togecthior with a
Ilote front thc Provost, ivas sent to ail the griduates
requcstiiig tieir attendance at a mneeting to hc field on
May zoth for the purpose of taking stups to place Con-
vocation oin a practical basis. Owinig to czrtain unforescen
circuilistziixcs this mîeeting ivas postponcd. Wu hope, liov--
evcr, iliat it w'iIl ho lield, and thxis nîiucli-ziccded stop takei.


