
A MOIE5 INFLUENCE.

IlThink, mny son, if there is flot some reason for Aunt Mary
calling you a bad boy. You knowv yourself that you avt very
naugbtily sometimes, and provoke Aunt Mary a greatdeal."

dBut she said I was a naughty boy when 1 went outjust 110w,

and 1 wvas sorry for what 1 had done, and wanted to be good."

cAunt Mary didn't kinowv that you were sorry I arn sure.
Wlien she called you C naughty boy,' what did you say ?"

ce 1 %vas going to say ' You're a fool P' but 1 didn't. 1 tried
hard flot to ]et my tongue say the bad words, though it wanted
to do it."1

"Why did you try not to say thèm V"
"Because it would have beeiî wrong, and would have made

you feel sorry ; and I love you.*" Again the repentant boy
kissed lier. Bis eyes wvere;full of tears, anu ýso %vcre the cyes
of lis mother.

WThile taliking-over this incident with herhusband, MîVrs. Hart.
ley said-"l Were not ail these impressions so liglit, 1 sbould feel
encouraged. Thei boy has %varm and tender feelings, but 1 fear
tbat lus passionate temper and selfishucess will, like evil %veeds,
completely Check their growtli."

CThe case is bad enougli, Anna, but not so bad, I hope, as

you fear. These rood affections are uîever active in vain.
They impress the mind with an indelihie impression. In after
years the remembrance of themn vill give strength to good de-
sires and intentions. Amid ail bis irregularities and wvander-
ingys from goad, iii after-life, the thoughts of bis mother xviII re.
store tbe feelings he liad to-day, aad drawv him bacic from evii
with cords of love that cannot lie brokien. In most instances
where men abandon themselves flnally to evil courses, it wvilI
lue found that the impressions made in childhiood were not of Jhe
riglit kind ; that the mother's influence -was not wvhat it should
have bep-n. For myself, 1 arn sure tbat a different mother
wvould bave made me a different man. When a boy, I was too
rnucli like Cia rence ; but the tenderuîess with wvhich my mother
always treated me, and thc unimpassioned but earnest manner
inw~hich she reproved and corrccted my faults, subdued my un-

ruiy temper. Whie. T became restless or impatient, she al-
ways had a book to read to me, or a story to tell, or had some

device to save mec frota myself. My father wvas neither harsh


