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of tie Lord to judgînleut is onîe tluit does
îîot ugctitself vcry readily to the
ordiualry Christian of the present. day.
H-e rat.her feels like pratyiug Uniat it niai1y

.bu dclaîyed as long«, as possible. The as-
surauce o-f Ilis speedy couinig brigs no0
joy. Vi1e fear is rallier that ile- Will

coul1e too SOOu, ind auy sugg..-estion of the
appoaeiugenad of t-- wvor1d is apt to

MI1 hlmu -vithi auxiety. or even disiiaY.
There is lbardly auy point on wlIich Uic
miodern Churcli Las sliifted furtlae--r f roui
the attitude vif the early Clrsaus tia
on t-bis. Thei chiange is ail thc more re-
nark-able wbieu Ne cousider thz! very

promuiacat place Nvhich Uice subject Iiulds
in the -Nec; Testamnent. Aptrt fromi the
uscliatologicai discourses of Christ 111wu-
self, %vhielh arc pretty fully reported la

Il Gospels, îlîerc arc fýrequeut refer-
eiices te it iii Uic Acis and lu the
Epistiesz. Tho- dis-xssioli of it foris thc
utain purposeo- f 1>aul's twu letters to
Uic Tiiessalouiaus, aud it i., zilinost, t-
soie th1eane of Il Apoca:zlypse. It seins

t-o have bcen proclaimned coîîstaaîtly by
Uic Allosties :as thc great hopJe of t-le
Cîxurcli, and thiougli thiey Nwerc ofcs

e(ly igniorat of thc lime, the attention
o-f bellevers wvas kepit pcssc l ixed
ou it as au1 evélut that muight haîippen 311

Uic iiiîîediate- future. 'NeedIess to scy7
lus is no longer thc case. Apart fromu al
liiiiitedl tircle lîol(liiig a special vieîv re-
.gardîîîg Uic fine aid <l îanneur of it. UIl
subject is seldoi. referred to Iy Uic ullo-
dern preaclier, anid wbeiîlhe do-es rcfer
to IL. Uic s-ubject aiwzkeiis little iiiterest
beyoîid ciuriositNy as t-o Uic side lic wil
take iu tic disclus*ioii-
il Jis îîot cîogl o a by w-ar or cx-

pl:îîgls cligdatttu.c Qant Uic.
l.eo-f --- IlnanUy cCnt1urieî* asîîtra

luntod Uic kceiiîie:ss o-f Uic Cluurcli's ex-
peta-t.tion. auid led nucun to regard it -13
iîîderînitely postponed. Tlîat is no douffit
truc, but we airc at least nincteen cen-
1W-ries uîearer it t-han lhey wcre. O11 thc
o-LIer bîand. it -would probabdly lie oil-
to-o farto -. Isy tliat thi mouler» Chiristi
is muore !iisîni withle c divinie for-

bea.rauce toivards evil-doers t-han his
carly to-rclig-ionist. The reasou for Ulic
altered sentitiut is te bic found more ia
Uic e seta Ch:ug o-f Uhc situaton

he Churci o-f Uic lirst century was a
sinil iaority exposeid to persecution i
ail its forais, coîîîpelIed to subiiîiit to

wrong vitlio t uy hope of rcdress, save
l>y Uic direct intervention o-f God onu

Uîcir buliaf. Tob-da.y, Clîristi-aity is icl
ruliîîg faIUi o-f Uic world. If it does îîot
lc:îd in numnbers, IL ait least leatis l pres-
tlge, influence :ad real p)ower. lndivid-
liais muay stili suiler wrongfully anud not
fiad redress. but there is at leajst hiope
or obta.iiiiutg It froltuzc:rtily powcr's as
weIl zas fi-Gin hearcu. It wcrc 11nreason-

able to cxpect that even ecarut-st be-
liL-vers should lon--, for a, radical change
w-li Uic saule (rzagerucss undter snch
Circulistauces. Tle wvorid is stilà full o-f
cvii, but it is- no longer uipls vil.
There is alwauys thec haunce o-f better-
ment by educatiug public opinion, by

iiiîproved legýisiative cuatmcîuts, o-r by
otimer inethlods equalv effective for at-
tainliug fie ricia application o-f
Cliu-isýtian priiîciples. 'Wlicver Uic cry
for justica is heard, even froml Uic ho-art
o-f distant conîtuents, iL linds aui echio iii
au iucrcasiugly large uner of earnest
lîcarts, and iL k*eeps. on ccehoiugr uiitil a
relîîedy is fonud solieliw. htarcy dues
su-l a:u ai>peal prove altogedller vain.

-NOwv, iL is useless Lu seck Uie restur-a-
lou of Ulic e:irh- eaugcrneýss of yccu

t-bui as to Uic second «Ilveilt. 13 peen-
ilng, ais soine do, at pcssiis.tic view o-f
tlie %vorld*s progr* s, aeriîîitat il. is
ever r"wviunr worse, -uld l)i-%viiiîîg. its
evil 'ls lîopeless. It 1$ perfcdlly t-ru
i-lure !S a seuise lu whvlichi it inzy be sid
Uhe %voa-ld is ever grow-iig worse, but

pai-aduxial ais it nmay sceexu. it is equahly
tu-uc t-hat just bccaîuiise of unit ice îvorld
is crer gr-igbetter. Spcil wronîgs
an~d foims o-f inliquit'y la:ve tiiu dny

drii- '%vile] tue3 flourislî mor-c :nd
more. ever becoiniuîg more bold and viril-
lent ixutil tlîey mnature aiff arc -fillc for
jiffginent. it sooner or Inter Ille judg-


