HARD SAYINGS OF CIHRIST.

of the Lord to judgment is one that does
not suggest itself very readily to the
ordinary Christian of the present day.
He rather feels like praying that it may
.be delayed as long as possible. The as-
surance of His speedy coming brings no
joy. ‘The fear is rather that He will
coine 100 sooun, and any suggestion of the
approiching end of the world is apt to
fill him with anxiety, or even disury.
There is hardly any point on which the
modern Church has shifted further from
1hie attitude of the early Christians than
on this. The change is all the more re-
markable when we consider the very
prominent place which the subject holds
in the New ‘Testament. Apart from the
eschatological discourses of Christ im-
self, which are pretty fully reported in
the Gospels, there are irequent refer-
ciees W it in the Acts and in the
Episties. The discussion of it forms the
main purposc of Paul's two letters to
the Thessalopians, and it is almost the
sole theme of the Apocealypse. 1t scems
o have been procliimed constantly by
the Apostles as the greit hope of the
Church, and though they were confess-
edly ignormat of the time, the attentjon
of believers was Kept persistently fixed
on it as an event that might happen in
the immediate future. Needless to sy,
this is no longer the case. Apart from
limited circle holding @t special view re-
garding the time and manner of it, the
subject is seldor referred to by the mo-
dern preacher, and when he does refer
to it, the subject awakens little interest
beyond curiosity as to the side he will
take in the discussion.

It is not cnough 10 say by way of ex-
phuning this changed attitude, hat the
lapse of <o many centuries has natuzally
blunted the keenness of the Chureh’'s ox-
pectaton, and led men to regard it a3
indefinitely postpouned. That is no doubt
frue. but we are at least nincteen cen-
furies nearer it than they were. On the
other hand, it would probably be goiug
too far to say that the modern Christian
is more in sympathy with the divine for-
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bearance towiards cevil-doers than his |
carly co-religionist. The reason for the
altered sentiment is to be found more in
the essential change of the situation.
The Church of the first century wis &
small minority exposed to persecution in
all its forms, compelled to submit to
wrong without any hope of redress, sive
by the direct intervention of God on
their behalf, To-day, Christianity is the
ruling faith of the world. If it does not
lead in numbers, it at least leads in pres-
tige, influence and real power. Individ-
uals may still suifer wrongfully and not
find redress, but there is at least hope'
of obtaining it from carthly powers as
well as from heaven., It were unreison-
able 10 expect that even earnest be-
licvers should long for a radicul change
with the sarie cagerness under such
circumstances. The world is still full of
evil, but it is no longer hopeless evil.
There is always the chance of better-
ment by educating public opinion, by
improved legislative enactments, er by
other methods equally effective for at-
ining  the practical application of
Christian principies. Wherever the ery
for justice is licard, even from the heart
of distant continents, it finds an ccho in
an increasingly large number of earnest
hearts, and it keeps on cchoing until o
remedy is found someliow. Rarely does
such an appeal prove altogether vain.
Now, it is useless to seek the restori-
tien of the early cagerness of expecti-
tion as to the second advent. by present-
ing, as some do, 1 pessimistic view of
the world's progress, asserting that it is
cver growing svorse, and boewailing its
evil as hopeless. It is perfecly true
there is a sense in which it may be said
the world is ever growing worse, but
paradoxical as it may seer, it is equally
true that just Leeause of that the world
is ever growing better. Special wrongs
amd forms of iniquity have their day
during which they flourish more and
more. ever becoming more bold and viru-
Tent, until ther mature and are ripe for
judgment.  But sooucr or later the judg-



