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eflamped nearer, the beavcrs wouid at once
have dctectcd thcmi by their exquisite sense of
Smll, and have probabiy moved off« in a body
to Some other situation, or dispersed theni-
seives aniong, the numerous creeks and swamps
tii the vicinity, until the danger was over.-
ASter severai niglits' careful watching, tho usu-
ai and favourite resorts of the beavers were
'discovered and marked, and the traps were set
aCcordjngly. Many were taken in the steel-
tmaps, dead-falis, and other coatrivances wlîich
Wlere empioyed to ensnare these harinless ami-
Ias; but the survivors becoming very suspi-
Clious and wary, the gun was used, as tue last
resort, and two mooniight nights finished ail
that reniained in the pond, the few who esca-
lIed the indiscriminate slaughter reniovin7 to
8oine more secure position.

During the winter the trappers shifted their
qtiarters several times; and whcn thc lakes
ere frozen, and the snows had bccomo suffi-

C-iently deep and solid, they brought up the
8tores ieft en cache on Iltobaugans," or li ght
81edges, made of the white maple. Thicy hiad
ttaversed neariy the whole of that unexplorcd
VOuntry, in an extensive circle, breaking open
the beaver-houses, and capturingy whole fami-

leand trapping stragglcrs who had taken up
iheir abode in the banks of swift-running
rBtreams, or on the margins of the Ilthorough-

frs both which are generaliy open during
the winter, unlcss in very severe weather.-
]Itt whilc pursuing the beaver as the principal
Objeet, the party hiad not been unmindful of
the other fur-bearing, animais which camne in
heir way; and, of these, the marten (the sable

Of Arnirica) appeared to have been the miost
Iltitocrous. The places which these lively lit-
tie animais frequent are easily discovered aftcr
t' iight snow, and then traps arc placed at in-
tervais across the pathis they use. These traps
5?'e built of a fcw loge, so arranged that when
the inarten attempts to take away the bait laid
fOr hini (generaiiy part of a partridgc or some
Olh~er bird); he with very littie force-pulls down
11 8MTali post, which supports the whole weig,,ht
Of the trap. If the animal be not killed by the
W1eight whieh falis on him, hie is confiaed until
thSe hanter despatches him, on going his rounds,
Wýhich he usuaiiy does every morning.

When the winter became somewhat advane-
ed, they watched carcfttlly for the otter, the
f4r1 o f which, whcn in full scason, is extremcly
biakk giossy, and beautiful; the skins, there-
fore, boom a very high price. Otters arc gcncr-

I1 found near fails or rapids, which but sel-
doMT freeze, and in the latter part of winter arc

always open, as there t1hey find plenty of fislh,
and the open water gives them free access to
the shore, to which they frequcntly go, to de-
vour the fish which thcy have caught. They
are easily traceil, on thcse occasions, by thu
broad deep furrow wlîich they leave in the
snow on the banks; and these places are
sought out and marked. Nicoiah said they
frequently succeedeil in killing the otter by con-
cealing themselvcs within reasonable gunshot
of these landin g-places, on a clearfrosty night,
and waiting tlicir coming out of the water.-
Once or twice otters had been seen on the ice
during the daytime, eating fish, or playing with
each other, whien a succcssful long shot had
been made; but these werc rare occurrences.

The fiesh of the boaver supplicd the party
,with fresh meat during the winter; it wsas de-
scribed as being very good; andl the tails, which
are almost a mass of fat, and greatiy prizeil by
Euglishi epicures, Nicolah spolie of as bein g ex-
ceedingiy iuscious, and most excellent eating.
By way of variety, thcy occasionally ran down
a carriboo, on saow-shoes; but as these ani-
mals are rather lean in the wintcr, the venison
was mcntioned with great contempt: IlIt was
so dry and stringy," said Wahpoose, one of
the party, "lthat it was like eating an oid mioc-
casin; besides, it wasted more fat pork, to
cook it, than it wvas worth!

Tho trappers hiad reiaained somewhat long-
er in the woods than they iutcnded, in conse-
quence of abandoniug the olil canoes thcy had
brought up froîn thSe Baie des Chaleurs, a~nd
being compeilcd to build new oncs, in order to
descend to the St. John with the valuabie packs
of furs which they had accumulateil. Tlbcy
hiad beca vcry short of provisions for soîne
turne, and their ammunition was so ncarly cx-
hausteil as ta be husbanded with the greatest
care. The clothes with which tlîey hiad cnter-
ed the forest were co mpietciy worn out; and
their garments wcre now couîposcd of thSe re-
mains of their blankets, and tue skins of thSe
carriboo, drcssed as soft as giove-leather.-
The trappers were ail vcry thin, mnuch sunburat
and smokc-dried, yet bore thSe appearance of
being i n good healtS, and possessed of great
strength and ae tivity, with thSe powcr of endur-
ing almost any amaunt of fatigue; upon the
whoie, thcy seemed more like sailors returning
from a long voyage ta some distant and un-
known region, than mca who had mcreiy been
samne one or twa hundred niles into the, inte-
rior of"I the land we live in."

The discussion of thc events of the day, sud
the interest we taok in iistening to the tales and


