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{Marcnr 16th, 1392,

On Christian Unity.

Among professing Christiang tho
importance of Christian Unity is gens
erally  admitted; and  numerous
schemes liavo been devieed, from timo
to time, to attain its realization toa
greator aud moro dcsirable oxtont
than aas hitherto oxisted. Suck
gobewnres have for tho moat part failed,
from thewr abettors overlooking the
impnrianco of oarclully considering, in
tlie firat place, whorein tzuo scriptural
unily consiste

Tho first olbject to bo aimed at iz to
ascertain tho priuciples on whicl:
Christian Unity is taught and enforced
in tho sacred writings, Truth is one,
and all who gain truth are in tho way
of gaiming unity ; but tho most speci.
ous forms of unity gained irrespectivo
of tho teaching of seripture, or at the
snenifice of trath, must in overy caso
prove dolueive and ol no avail.

That Ohiristion Ubnity is a dottrino
of tho Inst fwportonce is plain from
overy part of tho Now Testamont
This unity formed tho priveipal topic
in tho eolemn parting prayor which tho
Lord Jesus offered up for Ins dis-
ciples: “ X pray for all who boliove in
me, that they may bo one, asthou
Fatber art in me, and Iin thee, that
they aleo may bo ovo in us” (Jola
xvii, 20), In tho first part of tlie com-
probensivo prayer, of which this poti-
tion is a portion, our Lord prays for
Lis immedisle disciples ther around
him, but ho aftorwards prays especially
for those who, through believing the
Apostic's word or testimony, should
become bis disciplea in cvery subso.
quent age: "I pray for thom also
which ehall Lelieve on me through
thoir word ; tba!. tloy all may bo one,
as thou Father art in me, and Iiu
theo, that tho world way beliovo that
thou hast tont me” As the subjeot
matter of this prayer, and the end to
bo attained by its . being duewored are
both 80 unspeakably important, itis
proper to inquire with care, what is
that oneness or unity which our Liord
thus so carnestly prayed for ou belalf
of bLis disciples to tho cud of timo ?

Now were wo to understand the
unity thus preyed for as dosigned to
consist in all the disciples of Jesus,
thronghout tho world, being visibly
ubjted aud forming one community
on earth ;or in any considerablo num.
ber of them resident jn auy particular
country or very largo city being thus
naited, wo should assuredly bo ata
loss to sco Low this prager has hither-
to been answered. DBat it formed no
part of tho commission which the
risen Saviour gave the Apostles Lo
oxceuto, that thoy should form all
thoto whom by the preaching of the
goapel thoy mado dissiples, into one
visibly connected religions comnmunity,
This, accordingly, is what tho Apos
tles, when planting churches and set
ting them in order, pever nimed at:
aund po soon as thero were other
churcbes planted in addition to tlo
ficst obureh formed at Joruealem,
boliovers ccased to form in all rospects
ono community, Wo read afterwarde,
aceordingly, not of one church or ro-
ligious community, but of numcrons
distinct religious communities inde-
peudent of each other ; wo road of the
“clhurches of Judea,” of Asia, of
Macedonia, of Galatin; and of the
v ehurches of tho saints” that were
planted iu tho differont othior countries
and citis, in which converts were
roade to the Chtistian faith, Theeo
first churches planted by the Apoatles
wore not left to form nny order of
goverument acconling to their own
nations of what was most expedicnt
for them; tho order and dwciphuy
thoy were to observe wero . given to
themautboritatisely, They weretaught
that ho that Leareth tho Apesiles

honrvoth Christ, and ho that derpiseth
thio suthority of tho Apostles despiseth
that of Christ, who sent thom to make
disciplea of all nations, and to ' teach
them to observe all thinga whatsoover
ko had commanded.” Thus while not
vermitted, in  nllegiance to  their
supremo Law.giver, to ¢all avy mnau
waeter ; or to allow any number of
mon to wake Jawas for thom, they
wezo nob allowed to mako laws for
themsolves, As *'not without law,
but under the law to Qhrish,” they
woro tanght to regard supromely Ais
authority in overy stop of thair prooo.
dure ; and acting under hLis authority,
they hnd tho assurauco of him, their
enly Lord, that “ whatsoover things
they should bind on earth shonld be
bound in heaven, and whatsoever they
shiould looso o carth should bo loosed
in heavon,™

While thero wns o substantial agree-
mont among thoro first churches;
through their thus oboging one cow-
mon master, amd having fellowahip
with eacli olhior as meownbers of tho
samo houschold of faith, we no whero
rend of their beiug united ander vna
eartbly head or jurisdiction, sv as to
form one  viaibly comnceted com-
munity ; they aro nover spoken of as
ona churek, except in roferenco to thoir
forming a part of tho great church or
congregation, of which tho head is no
longer on carth but in heaven.

But after tho death of tho Apostles,
a material change in this stato of things
vory c¢atly took placo. One of tho
most disastrous cffects of tho workiug

of that * mystery of fuiquity ” (or as it!

might moro literally and porspicnously
havo been reandered that ** myatery of
latclessness ") which vas at work oven
in the time of the Apestics, which
develaped itself immediately after their
deceaso, and which has so griovously
corruptod tho Christian profession to
the preeent timo was, that the chiurches
ceased to regard tho anthority of fhatk
Supremo Lawgiver, and drinking of
tho epirit of \Lo ' mystory of lawleas.
ness,” woro induced to yield subjeetion
to [ulso terchers who presuuied to
mako lawa for Christ’s subjects. By
speaking things contrary to what the
Apostles had cpjoined, theso false
teachiers corrupted the Cliristian pro-
foesion to that degreo that it becamo o
trade in which morchandizo was mado
of mon's souls,  And though solemniy
warned of this source of annger, the
timo eoon camo when thoso professing
to bo disciples of Jesus beeawms nnwills
iog to endurd “sonnd doctrine,” and, in
atead of walkiog in the footstepa of tho
first asternblies, allowed themzelves to
bo carricd down the stream of ecorrup-
tion, which at an early period burat in
vpon tho churcheg, as tho Apostle Paul
had foretoll : and which gradnally in.
erensed in its (Lbumanly speaking)
rcsistless power nnd desolating effects,
till it changed the kingdom of Christ
into a kingdom of the cleryy, in which
tho fear of God was taught Ly the com.
maudments of mon.

Thounh under the corrupted form
of tho Ohristian profession which was
subsequently thrown over wholo pa.
tiong, an appearauco of ontward uni.
formity and of unity was attained
through compulsory suljection to bu-
man autliority ; it cannot bo necessary
to point out that this was w kind of
unity altogether different from that for
whiek onr Lord prayed in behall of his
disciples in overy age.  This epurious
€0 called unity assumed, however, so
imposing an appearanco in conucction
with tho exclusive claitua of the Roman
Cathiolio hicrarehy, that it has long
formed, and still forme, what may bo
regarded tho etronghold of that corrupt
system,  Whilo claiwing to Lo tho
onv Holy Catuolic Chnreh, and do-
nouteing all beyoud its palo as echis-

matice and hereties, the adherouls of

thie 20 callad chiureh, notwithstanding
their numerons sericne differences
among themeclves both in dustrin and
dircipline, uniformly waive the con.
sideration of all such internal differ.
ences in ordor to aet in concort and
with powdr against all other religious
Uodies. Boing in subjection to one
oarthly head, thoy aro Uko a dissiplined
army nander s single commander ; and
tho whole act ng ono man in maintain-
ing and advanciug tho mterests of their
own body. But the wholo systom has
no bottor foundation than the fallacy of
confonnding theic geclesietical corrnpt
body, which thoy diguify with the
name of thoe lloly Catholic Church,
with the ' ono body " of tho redeemed
in heavon and ineartb. Their attemnpt
to unite Chiriitinns as ono visibly con.
aocted 200!y under an carthly rule,
is accordingly ns vnseriptural in prin.
ciplo as it has proved intolerant and
pernioions in its resulie. ’

Though at the Reformation tho epeci-
oun show of external unity whicls had
provionsly existod was greatly inter.
fered with, and in a maoner irromedi.
ably destroyed, il was not succeeded
amvung Prolestanls by a roinrn to first
principles and the roalization of serip.
tural umty. So far from this taking
place, tho Reformed churches, inetead
of being modelled on the Apeatolio
chiurelica, had eystes of ecclomastical
polity planned for tho., adapted to
the cotrupled form of the Christian
profession then provailing—a profes.
eion which cmbraced tho population of
whole nations or countrics. As we
aro taught in tho book of Acts that,
“*(3od has now visited tho nations to
tako ont of them apeople for his name,”
and that it is the people thus called
oul from among tho nalions by tho
presching of the Qospe), who wero
designed to form God's ¢ holy nation®
and * peculiar peoplo ” under tho now

covenant; the inforence scems un.
neoIalTs, b AT TRTlomal ijetends of
the Christiau profession aro so radieal-
ly uneeriptural as Lo be irreconrilable
with tho realizallun of truo Christian
Unity.

But oven wmong those professing
Christians who subsequent to the Re.
formation have scen the duly and im.
portanco of soparating belicvers {rom
upbeliovors, as the Apostles did, and
¢f aiming ot scriptural purity of com-
munion, groat baskwanlness has been
manifested to return o the great prin.
ciples of Chrishian union, as tanght by
tho Apoe.es aud exemplified in the
Now Testament. Thus has it contin.
ned, fo n great extent, 1o the present
tirne; and thonttempt tosealize greator
unity by mecans of syetems of eccles.
inatical polity of man'a device, by means
of associations of charches and ovau.
gelieal alliances have failed through
overlooking tho importanco of revort
ing to first privciples. A fertilo sourco
of miseovception and error has been
tho inveterato idca of which many find
it impoasible to divest thornaolves, that
Christinns ought to bo undor some
Lind of organization which will conneet
them visibly as ono religions commun.
ity. A principal object aimed at hias
boen to organizo large and powor ul
religions bodies; and it has beon naual
to cstimato tho prospetity and jnfluouce
of differout roligious communitica by
tho number and woerldly position of
their respective adheronta, Now as
the real or supposed interests of these
varions roligious denoiinationnl bodica
aro not unfrequently found to clash
wilh cach other, oxporienco has ahown
timnt tha resuld of their reepectivo ¢ ffarts
to rdvatca Ltheir own intercsts has often
beon the vory opposite of harmonious
co operation and Cleistian Uity ;
viz, tho ongeudeting of uuscomly jeal:
ouay, of unconcealed rivaley and bitter

oftival etnpires,"—~eays tho lato Robort
1Iall—* cach aiming to ralee itself on
the ralng of all othors; making oxtray-
agaut boaets of superior punty, gener.
ally in oxast proportion to their
dopariure from it, and searcoly deign-
ing to acknowledgo the posmitnlity of
obtaining ealvation out of their pale,
is tho odioues and disgusting spectacle
whioh modorn Christianily presents,
'Tho bond of chiarity which unites tho
followers of Christ, in distincetion from
the world, is dissolved, and tho very
torm Ly which it was woul to be do-
noled, oxelusivoly omployed to express
predilection for a scet.  Tho ovils
which result from this state of division
aro incaleulablo; it supplics infidels
with their moat plausiblo topics of in-
veotive ; it bardons thoe conscienco of
the irreligions, woakens tho haunds of
the gool, impedos tho pflicacy of prayer;
and is probably the priucipal obatruc-
tion 1o that nmplo effusion of the apirit
which is ¢sscutind to the renovation of
tho world,”

What thon are we {o say to these
things ? Aro wo to ray that tho dis-
ciples of Jeus aro vot really ono; and
that our Lord’s solemu prayer in their
bebalf has not beon auswered? To
entertain such o notion ovon for a
moment is wmost painful aud acoms
littlo short of blasphewy, whether weo
consider the glorious claracter of him
who prayed, whether wo consider the
importance of the prayer itself, or tho
greatncse of tho object to bo altained by
it, we cannot for a moment doabt that
tho prayer was heard and answered ;
and that all the trae followers of Jesus
are, in the desigued moaning of tho ox-
pression, truly ** ong”

Tho important question thus natur-
ally arises for consideration : wherein
doos the oneness or unity for which
onr Lord prayed on behalf of his dis-
ciples cousist 2 In order to tho avoid-
anco of tho common error of coneeiving
of, or of repressnting this unily to
consiat in thinge which are not essen.
tin} to it, and in order to tho subject
being viewed with cloarnosa aud satie-
faction iu tho light of the seripture, it
is deairablo to consider Christ's dis.
ciples in a two fold point of view,

Firgt, as tho myestleal body of tho
Redoemor. Second, as thoso who have
mwado a scriptural profossion of tho
nawe of Christ; sed iu the judgment
of man aro to bo accornied an Christ's
truo followers.

While thoso two viows are closely
connected, citoy aro in soma rospects
materially differont ; and it aids great.
ly in clearing our uotions of the wholo
subject, to consller Christian unity,
| first, in reference fo tho ono, and ser
ondly, in roferenco to the other,

First of all then, lot us view Christ-
ian Unily iu roference {o tho myatieal
body of Chirist. By thia designation is
moant that '*ono body” which will
eventuslly bo redeorsed out of cvery
kindred, and people, and tovgue ; that
s general assombly and churon of the
first-born whoso names are written in
hieaven,” which will at last bo congre-
galed around the Saviour in glory. Of
the vast multitudo that will compose
this goneral nssomnbly, some lave
atready died in tho faith, others are
now on earth, and somoe it may bo aro
not yet born; but this differonce
in their states of boing and in the
situatione thoy now occnpy, alfects
in no degreo their gpiritual unity as
tho **one Loy ™ of Christ. Ax rospects
thoso of them who aro at presont on
cartl, whatover difforonces way exist
in regard to hercdilary descent, to
pation, to #ox, or to condition iu lifo,
all such distinctiona aro done away
with, when viewed in the light of their
apiritunl ononess.  Tn tha *oue body”
of tho redecowed, thoro is neither Jow

coutention, * Ohiristint socicties, ro.

garding each other with the jealonsics

nor Greek, Darbarian, soythian, bond,
nor freo, malo nor femsle ; for all aro

ong in Chirist Jeeune, who ie all and in
all,

Among sll the racmbers of the
mystical body of Christ, there iaa real
unity or ouenoss, by their partaking
of that Spirit by which Christ dwells
in his people, and they in him, Wo
find accordingly onr Lord saying: “Ilo
that boliovath on mo, aa the seripture
hath sawd, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water” ‘This tho
evangelist adds, “spake ko of tho
Spirit which thoy that believe on him
should recoive. To overy member of
Christ's “onno body,” without a singlo
oxcoplion, tho Spiril, wo aro thns
taught, is imparted, and in unison
with this declaration, we find the
Apostlo Paul atating: “if any mau
have not tho Spirit of Christ hois noue
of kin"” It is thus by their personal
patlicipation of the Spirit that tho
union of the membera of Christ’s *“one
body * with thoir bead is constituted ;
for “ho that isjoined to the Liord,” we
aro tanght, “is ono spirit” This is
trao of the wholo collectivo body of truo
beliovors. DBy whatover namo thoy
nro known amovy mon, they aro all ,
ivfallibly known ‘o the good and grest
Shopliord to bo 1a:t of hia “ono flock”
{John x. 16). /s the Lord Jesus lived
by the I'athze, 8o do thoy live by him.
By bL:izyg all made “ to drink into one
8pirit,” aud being al) animated by the
eama Spirit, they bave Al becomo
wombers of Chriet's ' ouo body," of bis
flesh, and of kis bones,

It appears to bo this life giving, life-
supporting union Letween Christ and
tho membora of hie Lodv, by the gift
and indwclling of the Spicit, that our
Lord moro especially refors to in his
prayor in bohalf of hisdieciples, © that
they might bo ono.” He prays for a
tuiou of the same kind with that which
he lnmsel! had with the Father:
“ that thoy all may bo one, as thou

thioy aleo may bo ono in ue” Again
e saye: “ And the glory whicY thon
gavest me I have givon thoru; that
thoy may boone, evon as we are onc,”
To the-eamo effect in the preceding
contest wo find him saying: *“And I
will pray tho Father, and ho shail give
you anoiher Comlorter, that ho may
ebide with you forever, Iiven tho
Spirit of truth, whom the world caunot
recoive, because it sceth him wot,
ncither knoweth him; but yo koow
hiw, for bo dwelleth with you, and
stall bo in you, 1 will not leavo you
comfortloss, I will come nnto you, yet
a littlo while and tho world seeth meo
no moro; but yo see meo, because I
livo yo ahall livo also. At that day yo
sball know that [ am iu my Father,
and yo in e, and 1 in you,”

This languago is in ontire accord.
anco with the prayer that his disciples
“might all bo ono,” as thou Father
arl in mo, and [ iu thee, that they aleo
may be one in us. Thuas through the
indwalling of tho Spirit in every bo-
liever, as tho Lord Jesus lived by tho
Fatber, 80 do tho membars of his mya.
tical Lody flive by him., All wlo
becomo sho children of God by faith
in Clirist Josus are all ono in bim, ip
as muoch as ho that is ** jolred to tho
Lourd is ooo Spirit.” And being al)
baptized into one Spirit, and all an.
imated snd led by tho samo Spirit, the
mombers of Christ's * ono body » are
constitated members of Christ their
bead, and raombers ono of another.

Such is tho ononess, it would ap.
pear, for which onr Lord prayed in
behalf of his dirciples, n ononoasinvig.
iblo to mortal eye, but distinctly scen
by tho omuiscient, who scotl: not as
1wan seetl, but diecerna things invig.
iblo ae thoy really aze, and as thoy will
eventually appear.  Such is the unity
of Chirist's “one flock"ew n spiritual
unity, arising from & union wily him

their hiead, which is vital, real, and

Father art in me, amujn.thoj,\,.,tha.t_,w?.
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