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Thle BiSlîops of Pales:ine undiceisîoodl
that thecir breilhren of Asia hand adoptced a
doctrinal ' iew tif tic question, and so
expresed îl.lesl a synodal lutter
whichi tley sent to \>e> ictor. Thecir
chief. Th eophile's, o! Casarca1, cailed theni
togetiier in routîcil, and i when hie Ied
shown thleml lîK Commission from tlle
H-Ily Fathier, thley ecxpre-ssed thecir concuir-
rence with UIl universal Chuirchi is to Ilhe
Limie a. E:Ilru n*'Fsuer, saying that the
practice mias derived fr>ni the tradition of
theaases Tiley derlarcd. moreover,
that tht:-ir lireiliren o! Asià had s.rred
fro;;z 1h' true be/kjf and that their conduc.
cotild îiot mecl wilh flic approval ui the
'Clitirch, especially as ilhcy hield iliat thicir
viewx %%as of :\poïtulic institution. It %vas
Ilil reàis daitrina/ ./e therefore,
whicli l'ope \Victor l'ped to correct hy
imcans of cxcuninîunication whiich, ais
Chlief Pastor, is %vas ti versally recogu lizrd ,;
it wias in blis poiver to appiy. iliat thiere
wis in error o! doctrine is sil more
clcarly shewnv. b>' thc reconciliarion whiicli,

brmgh the mediation of Saint Irenetis,
B'iishop of Lyons, soon aftt.r wýas broighit
abouit. This enitunent lirelatc prevailed
with the Asintics and induccd thenm to
abandon the doctrinal error whiichi they
coincîcd with îhicir iracticc. Upon
this the IlOpC did flot hiider îbien fron)
adhering tu flic clusbon o! thecir colutry
nmcrely ris a discip'Iinary regulatiomi The
ivord of at Pope, hcver, is of --reit
wcoight evun -whlcni i docs not cunccrni
doctrine ;a-nd that (if the %vcerablc Saint
V'ictor wais flot %vithou efrect, and the
faitdîftit Christianis of thie \s:Iaic Chitîrchcs,

guddby its Iflgitx confouriicd, as the
historian, E1içebitis rebutrs, to the tiniver-

Ia costin of the Cathiiulin Church. Thîis
lîajjîy C-cclsioni nînts I hae becn rcach-Icd
soun after, in fliv uinic of np Anaitulus,
Who ascribes mi rconicifliuon of UIl
Asiatics witl, bi reeesoS int ctnr,
tu the guod survices of thlt rcniownde( Saint
I rcnuîîs of I yofls.

Tlus was the aut hori ty of the I>ope, as
Sucvvsu~r o!SitIleter, univrs.a11y recog.
nizCd, one Churcli onty dissenting for a
timu alid fi~ntiy atiandoning ils dissent.
Nuoivithstandiig the violenre Ur thr.
heintîun per.-ecîuions.-tuJ abouit h undrcd
Yeats bcf3rc iiy caased, this stIpremel
amthorhty iwas vve--rywhicr firîîîiy esuablish-

ed. 'l'lie Bishiop o! Romie ordcred councik
to bc hield in the niost reinote nations o!
the Ranemnpir.e and beyond the bousnds
of thit empire, and. in obedience to hi,,
orders councils were hceld. In those
cotincils doctrine and discipline were dis-
cussed ; and the resuilt o! thecir deliber-
lions wvas in-rarted by synodal letters Ici
the chier Pastor. It wvas inide nîanifest
to ili, and hianded down to future aes by
the mlos!. gloriotns tesîimioniy,-thet testi-
niony of ail tribes -nd tongues and peopic
of the known worid that througlhout the
vast cxtlnt of the Chutrchi, cast -and west,
iii lands of!great renown, the Nery cenitres
of thle carthi %where Ni nivehi and I3abyloii
flour*shied o! old, as w~elI as iii Italy and
Gaul, there existed uî;aniniity of Ihelief
and prictice. The Çhurch, thierefore, wis

oM ! -o\.-4 ini doctrine and lier importairt
discipline. Fromn thec actionl of i>ope Saint
\Victor and othetr chie: Pastors o! the carly
ime it is c!e.ar thiat the Plopes did not ivait

tilt tic middle âge, nor tilt a ny fuiture ige,
fiir an expiniing. unfolding ând develo1,.
ing- of tlleir high-I comiîîmission. They
tinder.ztood it and acîcd uipon it even as
Uîey pro!essed it, fron-i the first. "Comîlirni
thy lercthren " (anfirma Piraires lita.)
Sucli %vas UIl charge delivecred 10 cachi
one of theni iii the person o! lPeter. Thbe
d-aties of ibis chargetealiterdy

a nd curition, fat!lyfulfiled ; anîd if
UIl ful!îinic of thieni iii the time anid by
the Iîilnis, ry o! S lin.. '\ictor, caille 10 lie
ratcndcd with nl tunwonrcd decgrc ut
îîoîciriety. celebrity, glory evcn, it %vas nat
withoui a ptirpose in the Providential
gildance of tbe Chutrcb. *I'ia purposc
%vas, îîecd it be said, thant thc ihole body
of Uic people of Christ slîould be closely
unitcd b>' Uic tics o! their comrnon faidi
anîd disci)iie,---t-tatheyshould bc ONE,
ats thleir Diîvine î\Master pr-aycd thiat thîcy

uîîust bc adniâted, considering the distinct
record ibai. blas conie down to ouir tinie,
thai. in order t0 learnl whatw~as tauglitand
beved iii the beginingii and tlle age%

Which inimedintely sticcccded, discussion
is noL so neccssary and will flot be mi.
profitible, as a fa-ir and iinplrejtdicvd
examination o! Ic anmais of the past.

%Ve caiiot tbinik of tic tinlic o! Pox:
Saint Victor iii Il second century with-
otit calling to nîind Uic wondcrful growth,
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