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‘The Bishops of Palestine understood
that their brethren of Asia bad adopted a
doctrinal sview of the question, and so
expressed themselves in a synodal letter
which they sent to Pope Victor.  Their
chicf, Theophilas, of Casarea, called them
together in council, and when he had
shown them his commission from the

Holy IFather, they expressed their concur- *

rence with the Universal Church asio the
time ot celebrating Ilaster, saying that the
praciice was derived from the tradition of
the apostes. Ty declared, morcover,
that their Brethren of Asia Jad straved
Srom the truz belicf, and that their conduct
could not mect with ihe approval of the
Thurch, espeaially as they held that their
view was of Apostolic institution. It was
his errvneonrs dodrinal belief, therefore,
which Pope Victor hoped to correct by
means of excommunication which, as
Chief Pastor, as was universally recognized
it was in his power to apply.  That there
was a» error of doctrine is still more
clearly shewn by the reconciliation which,
through the mediation of Saint Irencus,
Bishop of lyons, soon after was brought
about. This eminent prelaie prevailed
with the Asiatics and induccd them to
abandon the doctrinal error which they
comnected with their practicee. Upon
this the Pope did not hinder them from
adhering o the custom of their couftry,
merely as a disciplinary regulation  The
word of a Pope, however, is of great
weight even when it doos not concern
docirince ; and that of the vencrable Saint
Victor was not without effect, and the
faithful Christians of the Asiatic Churches,
guided by its lght, confurmed, as the
historian, Luscbius relates, 10 the univer-
sal custum of the Catholic Church.  “This
happy conclusion must have been reached
soun after, in the time of Pope Anatolus,
who ascribes the reconciliation of the
Asiatics with his predecessor, Saint Victar,
o the goud services of the renowned Saint
Irenous of Lyons.

‘Thus was the authority of the Pope, as
successur of Saim Peier, universally recog-
nized, one Church only dissenting for a
time and finaliy abandoning its dissent.
Nouwwithstanding  the  violence  of  the
heathen persecutions and about a hundred
years before they ccased, this supreme
authernity was cvwerywhere firmly establish-

ed. "T'he Bishop of Rome ordered councils
to be held in the most remote nations of
the Roman empire and beyond the bounds
of that empire, and in obedience to his
orders councils were held.  In those
councils doctrine and discipline were dis-
cussed ; and the result of their delibera-
tions was imyarted by synodal letters w
the chief Pastor. Tt was made manifest
to aii, and handed down 1o future ages by
tne most glorious testimony,—the testi-
mony of all tribes and tongues and people
of the known world that throughout the
vast ext:nt of the Church, cast and west,
in lands of great renown, the very centres
of the carth, where Niniveh and Babylon
flourshed of old, as well as in Italy and
Gaul, there existed urnanimity of belief
and practice.  ‘The Church, therefore, was
oxg,—oxNE in doctrine and her important
discipline. Irom the activn of Pope Saimt
Victor and other chiet Pastors of the ecarly
time it is clear that the Popes did not wait
till the middle age, nor till any future age,
for an explaining, unfolding and develop-
ing of their heigh commission. They
understood it and acted upon it even as
they professed it, from the first. **Confirm
thy Brethren” (confirsa Fratres iuos.)
Such was the charge delivered to cach
onc of them in the person of Peter.  The
datics of this charge they all, in their day
and gencration, faithfully fulfilled ; and if
the falfilling of them in the time and by
the ministry of Siint Victor, came to be
attended with an unwonted degree of
notoriety, celebrity, glory even, it was not
without a purpose in the Providential
guidance of the Church. That purpose
was, need it be said, that the whole body
of the people of Christ should be closcly
united by the tics of their common faith
and discipline,---that they should be ONE,
as their Divine Master prayed that they
should be. {John 17, 20, 21, &c) 1t
must be admitted, considering the distinct
record that has come down to our ume,
that in order to learn what was taught and
believed in the beginning and the ages
which immediately succeeded, discussion
is not so nccessary and will not be se
profitable, as a fair and unprejudiced
cxamination of the annals of the past.
We cannot think of the time of Popx
Saint Victor in the sccond century with:
out calling to mind the wonderful growth,
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