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>-~~&7 -t ANADIANS must
J"' feel irrterest in thc

m* naple tree. Its
-- J emblematie leaf
z-arouses the pride

and the aspirations
ofthe Canadian

~ptriot's heart, and

any such there be-
w.hose lethargic nature is flot awakened by
such l)atriotic sentiments, is interested in
the mapie at ieast inasiich as it is the
source of a very delectable food produet.
XVe are rndebted for much of what w'e are
to say in the present paper to the historian,
Benjamin Sulte, who on this subjeet,
wrote an extreniely interestingy article,
characterized by deep and patient research.
The article we refer to appeared in the
issue dated June 4 th, 1892, of Le londe
Ilustr-e, a French journal of Montreal.

China and India, it seerns, were the
countries in wlii(.h sugar was first known.
Later on it found its- way into Arahia,
Syria, and Iigypt. To Alexander the
Great is awarded the honour of having
introduced it into Greece, wvhence it
passed on westwards to Sicily and Rome.
About the year 1420, Portugal procured
some sarnples of sugar, and from that
country some of it wvas ohtained by the iri-
habitants of the Canary Islands. T1hese
isianids and Madeira mnade known to, al
Europe the existence of sugar. It was
not, however, commonly used by the
Enropeans until a couple of centuries later.
In 15o6 the Spaniards brought sugar-cane
froni Saint Domingo Island, îvhere it grew
Nvithout being cultivated. We see, then,
that sugar-cane grows in muani) countries,
and ivas îvideiy known before ýhe dis-
covery of America. The »frùitfuil mzipie
tree, on the other hand, is to l-,. found
chiefly in Amierica, and bIo especially
to Canada.

Mr. Benjamin Suite, desi ite his iengthy
researches, finds it impossibý-- to ascertain
the exact tinie at wvhich the maple sugar
industry originated. No mention at ail is
made of mapie sugar in the "Relations
des Jesuites,» whichi are the chief historical

records of the country fromn 16-2 to 1673.
In 1663 M. Pierre Bouchier wrote a littie
book entitled IlHistoire' Naturelle de la
Nouvelle-France." Speaking of the niaple
lie says in substance: "There is a species
of tree called the miaple, whichi grows quite
large and highi ; its wvood is very beautifuil.
H-owever, wve use it only to hurn or to
iiake tool handies, a purpose for which it
is ivell suited on accounit of its heing ex-
treniely soft and strong. When these
miaples are noiched in the spring there
flows from the notch a quantity of water
which is sweeter and more agrecable to
drink, than '-vater inixed with sugar." M.
ilierre Boucher's object in writing bis work
w~as to make known to bis readers Canada's
natuiral resources. And since he makes no
mention of the manufacture of mi-pie stigar
or maple syrup, we are justified in con-
cludrng that the male sugar industry
originated subsequent to the year 1663.
Mr. Suite assures us that no further men-
tion is made of the maple tree in Canada's
historicai documents until the year 168-,
when the Baron de La Houtan wrote as
follo%'s: "'The maple resemhies the wild
cherry tree in height and thick<ness ; there
is, however, this difference between themi
the bark of the former is brown and its
%vood is reddish. The Canadian maples
are flot at ail like those of Europe. The
former contain a peculiar kind of sap
which is more pleasant to the taste
than any lemonade or cherry water, and
wvhich is the ie.althiest drink in the worid.
To get this liquid, an incision about two
inches in depth and ten or tivelve inches
in iength is made, slanting into the wvood.
At tlîe base of this incision the sap flows
into a sort of sf)out, whichi eml)ties into a
troug(h at the end of which a vessel is
place d for receiving the liquid. Each tree
cati yieid only five or six boulies of sap per
day, and each Canadian habitant can
collect twventy barrels of it rnorning and
evening, if lie ivishes to tap) ail the trees
on bis farm. The incision made does the
tree no harmn. Out of this sap) is made
sugar and syrtip which is indeed precious,
inasmnuch as it is the best of ail reniedies
foi strengthiening the lungs. Few people
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