
TH-E RELATION 0F POLITICAL ECONOMY

TO MORAL SCIENCE.

owd vhwlen alillost cvery iaîi bas
dcvle l lciding politicai questions,tile i.2adiugc principies, aît leaist, olplîtîcail

er-cise thc righit o)f franchise shouid grive
imiiseif up to a very exhaustive study of

the science cannot be expecte(l but al-
nî]zst evcrv, (>iie ( in Canada and A'niir*c.t
at aniv rate) retIs nes a rtîaicles on1
su lb.ects wvlîich ilnvolve ecoloi e princi-

Spies. It is then (>bviotisly of the greatcst
imnportance that new spaper ed itors shon id
bcstdct of politicai cconoinv, and es-
pocialiy that thbc should rccognize its re-
hition to mnoral science.

Nowv unifortuuiatelv, Adami Smith, wvho
is jlustlyr called the folunder of political
ec01o111, anid who has exercised a grecat
influence 0i 11 il sbsequenit Enlgiish writ-
ers, fa il ed to o <îs'.-rvc this relation,
in<lecoi be systematicailv cxciuded alI

inriconsiderationis. I-enriv Fa\wcctt,
Sasinice adinirer o' smnith, spcaks ini the
introduictory rernarks of bis Jhznlai Cf
I oli/icai ]3'COIIoIn, of "'thie accusation1

bhich is SO CouIstanltiv. hrurtaoi o -

biticai economlv, that it is a science whicbi
eflcOtii-agOrs seliisbniess and de-raoies the

~ les feligs fhuia ntur."The fict
thuat thîs accusation is sc> constanti' made

-is vcîv significant. Iu the course of this
Ïar ticlc I shial endeavor- to trace the cause
of sucb a charge to the ncgflect of suhor-

datinc- Poltial Econoniw to 1\rails.
To pintoutthe mrors in a science so
vastisatas tha iliclt 'ell appal the

'i,înost co-otistical1 ; but it nîlay iot bc pro-
suînptulous on thec paîrt of a ouing stuolent
of tbîs iost important sciecec, to ,indicate
briefiv the dil1iecc betwveen the views
of Cîatholic cconouiists and those of Pro-
testanit wriitcrs. The more so, as wc have
in Elish fewv, if aueponlts ofwhvlat
-mav bc cahled the Cathohie scbool of Po-
lîtical ecoloilists.

These writers justly claini that society
is coniposed of, and exists for individuais.
Thierefore the individual gives up none of

bis natural rigbts hy bccomiig a iencher
or oit that is to say hýcomng a citi-
zen. Thiîs is directiy o> j- o se d t<) those
whbose teno(lenicv is to believe that the in-
dividail exists for s)ciety', - wîtniess, the
ciaiîn imade by înany tlmt the state, zishicad
of societv, îuiay riot Oniy coulpe1 a father
to eduicate bis chiid, (w'bicbi is but jiust,)
l)ft to educate iun- in a inîer doter-
iinied by the state.

It inay ho said that, as far as pohitical
cconomy13 is c<ncernieo, this is irreclevant.
Not so. The constitution of society' mutst
necessariy a11ect: anv systeîn of pohitical
econioniv, evenl a dmittingf that it bias; to
deal onlv \witb the niaterial wfreof so-
ciety. In a socictv wlhere obtain christian
princil)les, and equalit: of ah1 before the
Iaxv, the nuaterial order must ho nmanifcst-
lv (ller-eit fr-oni thit ofa socicty fouîîdcd
on the paganl jrinlc;plc of slavery and the
spoliation of the wveak bv the stroug.

Tio làcilitate the attainnent of the tîlti-
muate end of the individuail, therefore, is,
or should ho, the amni of society. XVhat
is the ultimate end ofnman ? Christian-s
eau grive lbut one ainswer ; - to aîttaiuî
eternal Salvation. .Amnîg the inaterial
imans for its attaiumiient the fir-st and
inost impilortant is wvealth. iNow.v ''to ini-

etgaethe lawvs w'bichl goverui the pro-
duction, diistributio>n and excbiange, of
,,oa.lthi" is, iind(oubtedhv, the objeect of
political ec.onouîy. But sncbi investiga-
tion without regard to moral science tends
to justify ''the accusation So constantly
brouigbt againist political econoiny that it
enlcou11zraes selfisbiness, and dlegrlades the
best feelings of huinan na.ture*."

WThen economists spcak of the pî.ice of
labor as regulated by the law of supply
and dcnuand, and of the lahorer as tlîcy
w'ould of a piece of macinerv, thev' nay
say that the law of supply ai dcinand
bolds good wh'en applied to labor as Nvell
as to anytbing cisc, and that it is only as
a picce o)f ilachiuîery ini the production of
wcalth that politicai econorny bas to, deal
with the laborer. 0f course, if xve ac-


