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leading hym-n-writcr, of bis generation, and that lie is likely to

reinain for many years to corne arnmong the leading naines in

lEnglishli ymnology. To-day hie may be ranked seventh, pos-

sibly sixth.
The latter set cals attention to t/he~~îg of his thtouiht.
His liyrns consist chiefly of warni expressions of Chiristian

experience. Not infrequently lie looks back and singýs of the

cross and redemption ; and, again, lie lookzs forward and deliglits

iu the comîng of the Lord or iii the joys of lieaven. But lie lias

scarcely any general hyrnus of praise. lIn tliat departmnt Watts

completely distances ail others: about hiaif of al] sucli hyrnis

iii the boo'k-s naxned above are froin lis pen. Bonar 18 rathier

like Wesley and Doddridge iu this respect. Thle title wliich lie

gave to the volume frorn whili most of tliese hymus are takeni,

*Hynins of Faitli and Hope," 15 in full accord w'îtb tliis fact.

Hie is wvell styled Il The Poet of the Sanctuary."

Anothier fact is to be noticed. (,1uite miarked iu tlie hynns

we have been cousidering. Tliey strîke a good average excel-

lence. Hie bas written imany good liymns, few, if any, that niay

be ciled great. Few mnen have w'ritten as rny good liymns as

lie:- rnany have wvritten one hytun greater thian any of his.

lIn loftiness of tliougbft, and grandeur of expression lie can-

niot be coxupared withi Watts. Nor lias anything coi-ne froin lik

peu at ail coin parable wvitl Wesley's IlJesus Lover o? rny Soul.",

Here and thiere wve find a stanza characterized by najesty of

tlioughit anîd -%vurtly expression, but lie'neyer sustains that

throughiout, a bymn. Duffield says Il He bias biad the rare for-

tune to express the deepest o? Cliristian feelings, and tlie loftiest

of Christian praise." Witli the former part o? the staternent I

.can agree; to the latter, for reasons aireadx' indicated, I dernur.
Let us thank God for bis long and beautiful life, for bis

:aboundling labors with tongue and peu, and especially for the

.,weet songs in vbcihe gives us words to tell out tlie passion of

our souls in tlheir rnost, sacred hours. And let us he glad that he

wvlose soul broke into mîusic at tlie thouglit of the coiiiingr glory,

now basks lu the Lamb's everlasting liglit.
J. H. FARMEIZ.
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