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TO THE FREEHOLDERS OF THE
COUXTY OF PICTOY.

GENTLEMNES =

Toe very hittermy support wiich you
have extended towards e, as 2 Cindidate
for your suflvages, at the late Flecton, Je-
mands my warm st acknowledgements for the
confidence and honour with which you were
disposed to imvest me s~—and ahe tins early
and public oppartumty, of conveying to yon,
the luah senve I entertam of sush an exiubi-
nan of public approbation.  'Fo sach as were
n-t present, however, it 15 due that T should
evpbun the reasony that iduced me to with-
draw from the Hostines, ata e when 1 had
every ratonal prospeet of success.

My card, as wdl appear by us face, was unt
published untd "Thursday 1eth mst., and the

Pall was advertised to be opened, as you are

aware, on Mouday the [hth st This delay
avose from the tollowing circum-tances, viz: —
on ‘Tuesday st I was watted apon by o num
Ler of Freeholders 1 ‘Lown, belongine to the
Kuk. who <obeted me to come furward as a
Chrndidate 1 the event that Mr. Harts. oroe
would not tender lus services 3 to whieh 1 re-
phed, that o sueh was the wish of a respec-
table number, aund expressed by o reguisiion
to that cfleet, I wonld certainly comply, ajtho’
I had many personal abjections w the honour
intended,  Under this promise T left Prcton,
expecting to return on Thursday following
and wait the result of Me. Hactsharue's ans-
wer, whieh was expected by that day’s mail.
Qa the arrival of the coach at 1'ruro howerver.,
I was led to believe that M« Hartshorue would
not appear, amld circumstances then existed
which required my immediate attendance in
Halifax 3 1 bad not 2 mom at o hestate as
to the course to be adopted, for the coach had
not arrived there ull 3 o'clock on Thursday
morning.  The foll wing letter was then weat-
ten hurriedls, and the Card wlich appeared,
eoclosed :

Truro, 4 o'cduck, Thursday Morning.
My Dear Sir,

Trenewman, my Conchman on the Halifas
end, 15 land up—m conseqguence of wiich 1
am ebhiized to go to Halvax wstead of 1eturn-
e Picton, ay Lintended 5 dns, however, s
of no conscruence, as 1 de not expect that any
movement has been mmade o the mauter
of wlich we were tallang un Tuesday evemng.
The Hanfux Coacl has just arnived, and my
brother Juseph telis me that Mr.LCremam.one
of the passengers, told him that Mr, Harts-
horne 15 not o came, and that Mo Wallace
15 Lis intormant. “Fherefore a contest wiil fol-
Jow, und as a good many, I believe, would
rather trust thewr suffrages to my charge than
to those who have offered , tozether, wath the
very disinterested offer made by Me, Crerar,
I thunlk I ouaht nat to shirink tram the duties
that are reqrured, (and | koow them to bevery
mmportanc) 3 nor will 13f the nccsary steps
are taken Oy such as want me to offer, and the
first and most essential;is 8 Requisition.

When the mad aorives the faet wall be as-
certmmed, and 1 doubt nut the most prodemt
caturse wilt be adopted to secure the return of
one Member for the County, to whom the
ILghlanders can, with conlidence, apply, and
recene attention, to make ther poliical wants
Known, i hopes of redreas,

Athoagh Taay st mnselil T ocan get aor as
favourable o heanng at Il ad-guartirs as many
who have been louger hoowa as public cha-
racters.

I have only time to say, thatif you publish
the enclosed Card, have it circulated, and
1 shall be i Pictou ou Saturday.

Shew this to Crerar and Ferguson, and be
guided by their suggesuons, and that of all my
friends. Yours, in haste,

JOIIN ROSS.
Mr. Wirniax Goroox.

T'hus mutters stood, until Friday night, hav-
ing arrived at Truro from Halifux at a late
hour 3 1 found my Card pubhished and cireu-
lmed, and letters from my friends in Picton,
stating that Mr. Hartshorae's letter was so
ambiguous, as to lead the ¢ Kirk Couned” to
deternine that Me. Blackadar was to be shoul-
dered by Mr. Holmes, and carvied triumph.
anly over the County ; therefore they publish-
ed my Cards without the Requisition. Ou
Saturday evemng, I retuened 1o Picton, and
expressed some displeasure at having wy Cards
i published ae:tfont the Requisinon. 1 found,
however, that exertions were made aad -
terine prospects presested, which soon allay-
ed my fears that the steps taken were prema-
ture. Me. Crerar had re<slved to resemm my
favour, propase me at the Ha<tmgs, (which
he attecwnrds did) and use s indluence nnd
tnterest to secure my Lleetion.

Oa Maonday (the morning of the Election)
Me. Creeur and myself hing ascertained that
a letter had been ree wved from a friend in
Halhifax, stanimge that Me. Unrtshorne was wil-
linz to be nonunated, ana wouid aceept the
honour, and attend to the dunies requtred.—
We mmmediately repaired to where the Heads
af the Kiek party were  assembled—David
Crichton, Fsgure, president, and put the ques-
junn, whetlier they would nonnunate one, or try
jto put m two?

la nsing o answer tho guestion, 1 said, one,
and titat one should be atshorne; I enden-
vored to chow at the same tune, the foliy, the
wystice, and the evil consequences that were
are to follow the sttemwpt to put i twa, of per-
asted 1a, But my speechidfying was cut short,
hy the Churman, stating that they wanted none
—that P msght pursue my own course--30 would
they pursue theirs

A number of persona from varnious parts of
the country were presen), who asserted that y
would be vain to trv Mre Blackadar, as he was
very unpopular 1 the country. My Bluckadar
agreed to resgen o favor of Me Hartshorae,
and reguested that ae alone (Mre Hadtshorne)
shauld be wonnnated -—expresang las wiiling-
ness at the same bue to agree to whatever
mght he agreed upon by the Meetung. My,
(Imes would not resign in favor of Mre I1.--
altegug that he could nat transier the trust re-
posed - hun by the people.  Tha majority
then agreed to couple Mr Hartsharne to My
folines’s interest, and lead hun the whole
rounds of us county m a cuntested Electiou,
where a defeat was evident to cvery reflecting
mnd—and which il successful {which was mor.
ally impnasible) could anly be effected by throw-
wmg out Mr Saunth, and thereby disfrancinsing a
very numerous, and mast respectable numbes
o the Frech lters of this County, who brought
torward Mr Smeh as their Candidate, and §
believe under promnses from our sude, that he
would not be opposed,

I left the Roum, protesting against such a
course, and declarng that atthough 1 would
USQ every means In iy power to plesent a con-
test; sl ifa contest must ensne, [ would sce
the last man polled before 1 left the Hustings.
‘L he ludicrous scene which followed onthe hag
tings, by Mr Bluckadar resigming one mnute
and mounting the hustings anonther, was scen
by msay of you, ond the disclosure made by M«
Fraser, 1 leave M1 Holmes to explam to the
satsfaction of los fnieads, bat Me Hartshorae
w patticular.  When no ather alteraaxtive was
leit me, I 1ook the only one of which I could
avail myself, by catling on & .r Crichton o take
the nath of qualification, he bemg then nanina
ted wostand for Br 83, That step had the desie-
cd effect of procuring a peaccable & quict Elec-
uon; having retired myself, although 1 hac overy
veasonable prospect of success—itl could re-
concile mvsol( (o the idea of effecting it at tho
expense of the public peace, and the feartul
consequences that were sure to fullow zuch an
event, I may be asked the question why 1 droad-

ed,or why } shonld snspoct, any unpleasant and
unchirislan consequences, my answer can eu-
gily bo discovered in the following Card ¢

« My Countrymen and Friends,

“You are now called upon to select certain
individuals ns members of the High Council of
the ¢ce vry* trom that cirenwmstance, prove
as ye aht ‘o do, that the Gael will not for-
sakt :nds, or afftont his conntry.  Your
enemies ure ingenious and crafty, they will
try and deceive you with. flattery, artful in.
smuations, lies, and smooth tatk, but my

Hriends, it was never knowa that the sheep ever

derived any henetit from the woll’s friendship.
With much exertion wo have acquired the pri-
vilege that our voice may be heard among the
mighty of the land, We are all Gael and st
13 1 Gacehie soldier that the King has appointed
over us. It we do not as the sons of the
mountaing were wont o do, we luse the e»-
tecem and resp eet due us as the descendants of
heroes. Choose those that have a fellow feel-
mg with your state and circumstances, both
m temporal and spiritual affurs 5 they arc
those that will stand by vou'in the day of trial,
as well as in the time of quictness.  Your fure-
fathers bave stood many a bartle for therr King,
Country, nnd Rehgion, and if at this time,
rou give to the eacmies of your profession an
opportunity or romm to overcome you, it 1s
evident that water is mixed with the blood
that strengthened the heroes who fought the
fortunate battle of Baanockburn.
ATRUE HIGULANDER.”
« Picton, Nov. 7, 1536.”

Being originally written in Gaelic, and prin-
ted on the same sheet with Mr Blackadar’s
Catd to the Precholders—such a document
conung from such a quarter, showed the fear{ul
length o which a few individuals were prepar.
¢d ta go, in orderto carry thieir gion ends ; and
at any paice —1 throw myselt in the gap, and
nm buppy of the result.  Such a document re-
quires no comment, 1t earnes in its face, the
most daring and nsulting attempt o muslead
the thghlanders, that could bo dictated by a
reckless and unchtistian feehiag; while at the
same ime L was go 1asidiousas to lay hoald of the
nobleat feehngs of our nature, (and wheeh you
my Countrymen possess w un orduary degeee;)
and thus make you subservient to the vileat
of purposes—-(uruiog the wost valuable and
dearest pohtical night you possess, ss freemen
& Briush subijects, to the tuglutious and shawuie-
ful end of araung ane  party agast another,
with the must Leartless suspicions that male-
voleace could conjecturo.

Gentlemen, you cannot be surprised to learn,
that individuals who could act such a part as
that wheeh I have describied, {and 1 challenge
one und all of them to contradict successfully,
ane particolar of what T huve stated), that they
are equally assidoous to get rid of we infamy
which such proceedinge entuil, and that they
are not sl:rupulnus what means lhuy use~-and
that I am the ohject ol'their displeasure, is what
you could expect.  That they are gulfed, und
that severely, I adaut; and if they had taken
their defeat with any degree of maoderation, I
should hiesitate thus to expose them.  But theer
awn conduct this morning, by endeavouriag to
enflime you sgainst me, ieft mo no other alter-
native,

In conclusion, Genllemen, nnd in accordance
with the pronuse which [ made, whilo sddress-
ing you from the Hustings yesterday, the next
apportunily that may offer of tendering you my
services, I wul prabably appear, 1f for no other
reason, than to test your approval or othor-
wise ol the courso I have thus adupted.

I have the honor to be,
Gentlemen,
Your Obcedient Scrvant,

JOHN ROSS.
Pictou, 15th Nov. 1836.



