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THR ‘‘ALABAMA” OLAIMS.
AY AMERIOAR VIEW OF THE BITUATION,

HE Now York Financlal Chron.cle says.~Without
pretending to apportion accurately cither to our

wn governmont or the government of Gteat Britain
sutch blame as {4 Justly due tn enmebody, for the pro-
tractod misanderstanding which nnw enters upou its
soventh year between kagland and Amories. wa must
bonrm tted to say, fn the Intorest of both countries
and of that commerce which is the common Jife o both
that it 18 titme gomething should bo done to put an end
to & stato of thiugs s0 unsatisfactory and so perilous.

It 1a probably truo that the diplomatic discussion of
the *¢ Alabama olaims,* under whioh gepersl namo ft
has now becomo the fashiton to desoribs all tho ques-
nuons at jxsuo between the two nations, hae, on the
whole, been conducted with more cooloess and &
largar regard to consequencos by tho American than
by thae Britislt Forelgn Oflico  This much at loast s
certainly conceded by Lord Hobart, an intelligent
Taglish member ot tho House of Commons, and heir
appareut of a ecat in the Lords who has undertaken
recently to bring tho matter sharply up for settlemnnt
puworotho British publjo. EvenMr Vernon kHarcourt,
who underthe well kuown signature of Historicus, at-
tempts to contraveno tho positian of Lord tobart fa
jetters to tho DBritiah press, fails to altack Lord lo-
bart s impeachment of the temper in whioh the Ameris
can olaims were originally met by the late Whig occu-
prant of tho Dritiah foreign office, Earl flusscll, On
the other hand, it {s only just to admit that o far as
vur difflonlty with England hias been mado a thema of
debato io the British ’arliament and tn our Congress,
tho advantage In point of judiclous language aand
statoamaniike soit command rests rather with the elder
vl tho two segislative bodies.  Tuis betog thoocaso itis
ciear that tho mattor has by no means passod the stage
at which o rational and manly eettiemeont of it §s prace
ticable, For, while in respect to our foreign relations,
tho action of Congroess is less € 3cisively important than
tho action of the State Department, the revorse pro-
etsehv is_true of the comparative mportanco ot the
British Forelgn Oflice and ufthe Rritish Houso of Com-
mous fn respect to the liko relations of Great Britain,
It is fortunate, therefore. that on both sides of the
Atjantic we tind a disposition to forbearance mauifest-
ed ju exactly that quarter in which forbearaunce is most
important and can_uvroduco the best results. This
would be true were Earl Kus.ell still inpower fo Eng-
land. _But Earl Ruyeol} has beensuccecded by a states-
man, Lord Stauley, whose treataent of the case so far
has been much less cpen to criticism than that of his
predecessor, saving aud oxcepting that he, too, while
conceding arbitration in principle, has fnsisted upon
certaln reservations in the submission of the ditculty
to arbitration which nefther the American State Le.
partment, nor the Cougress, nor the ple of this
country can accept. Tho arrival in this country of &
new Bri'Ish minlster brings the matter prominently
forward at the preciso moment whon it {8 apparent
that somorhing decisive must be done, and makes it
dessrable that public opiuton here siould find tutl and
moderate expreasion upon tho real demands of the
t aited States, These, us we Lave eald beforo are not
re] cnted by the average tone ot recent Cougres-
slunal utrerances onthe+ubject. It {aunfortavatethat
the suspensfon just at this timeo of tho Aa corpus
act i [reland should have led certain local authorfties
1n that part of the British Empire into measures which
have exasperated popular feelingz here: but thought-
ful Americans sincerely desirous to havethe real difit«
culty between oursclves and Great Britain proper]
aujusted, will not permit themselves to confound wlxg
what difficulty a merely passiog and temporary matter,
about which thero can bo no sort ofquestion oitheras to
our abstract rights, or as to thoimpulicy of interference
with them No respectable or responsible British or-
g2n of opiufon, no British public man would for a
moment think of denying that tho srrest of Americzn
citizens on Britlsh sofl, for words spokeu or deeds
dous beyond the sphero of British soverelgnty, is
attersy 1ndetensible. 1his is so certain to be the case,
stat whilo tho arrest of American citizens in such
csses may make an excellent topio ¢§ J)opular decla-
matious, it will bardly be so much as debated in any
diplomatic conference, Futting that aside, therefore,
13 o polat already scttled in our favor, and about
which «nly the details of the satisfaction proper to be
made to peisons aggrieved can remain to be discussed,
let us reiterrte our hopo that serious publlo opinion
here will at once make itself felt in 1avor of peace
between tlio two countries, by giving the new British
Minister and bis Government to understand clearly
a0d onmistakeably that the American people not the
psssionate and untbinking but thegrayea d woighty
public of the United States, expect of kngland now
1o make tue offer to us which, when made by us to
her, was 80 hastily declined.

A declded demounstration in this senso hore cannot
be considered in & just sen.a a hostile demonstration
by Groat Britaln, ‘The questions upon which woasked
before, and should now e willing to accept arbitra-
tiun, are not in themselves so tormidable as they have
become formidable by ovor long gestation Whether
wreat RBritain was or was not over-hasty in couceding
bubgereut rights to the Southern States, Lord Rue-
seil chose to consider & quertion not pruper to be dis-
cussed in sn arbitration upon British responsibility
for certain resuits not perdaps brought about by but
certainly made possible by thut concession But
surely the question is of a largo general 1nforest-—-
aflecting not merely Great Britaln and the Ubpited
States, but the possidle relations of ail states. Wo
never ggked such & declsion of it as shoutd require of
wrrest Britain, wers that-decision unfavorabio to her
pulley  either apology ‘or compsgusation for that
potie We simply tusistod and insist that:-to-a
decisfon concerning her responribility for losses in-
tioted UpOD OUr C.MMErtd-by vessels which -would
vever have got to sea had sho pot recoguizad the beltk-
gorent rights of the Soumer? Btates, 2n exnmination
M * - “ st ) .

of the propriety of snch recognition by her s necoss-
arily germane, and must ho of lnterest to borself and
to other powere a3 well g to onrselves.

i As has been frequently rot forth in thege column
heretofore, the guestion whother Groat Biftain did o
did rot properly exccute lier oxlating laws is of less
significancy than the question whether her existing

\ laws, 80 far sa they affeat fnternational relatione {o
timea of war, aro or are not sint ed to the requirements

of {oternational il“""" and amite in thesa dave. In

short, the ¢ British difficulty” is far more a difficulty
of temper and feeling than ol conflicting natlonal dig-
nity and inherent rights on the ono side and on tho
other Thls, whion makes it pnrtloulnrl}r dangorous,
should .also make it pasticularly easy of seitiement

The longer it remaius under discussion the more dan.

gerous it becomes. It keeps up a sort of foverish,

vaguo, nations] i1l feollng on both sides It inflames
overy such incldent as tho-e to which wo have alluded
in connoction with the actual political condition of

Treland It lies road, to the uro of political parties in

this country as a meana of capturing this or that class

of popular sympathtes, 1. §3 always in the mind
of tho Continental cabinets in thetr ca.culations upon
the part which England mav be mado or expected to
piay in the growing complications of Europe

Lot it then be eattled—snttled for the benefit of both
countrics, oven though tho apparent triumph 1o the
cattlement ehou'd be with the United States. Wo have
no wish to humitiate England. no{nterest in her hutwmi-

Itation, no gort of bellef that & decision in our favor as

to her labilit for acts done by her subjocta during

tho recent civi! war would really be to her a bomilia~
tion  Modern political economy haa ravealed this
truth that whatever clearly establishes tho right be-
tiveen any two coun rics 18 & positivo boop to both.
Now thar Mr Thornton is lo Washington, and the
most fmportant busiue-s o Heitish Ministor has for
yeare been callod upen to transact is vividly *on the
order of tho dar,” letit be distinctly made known that
tho opinion of this country fnaists upoo a prompt and
finat referenco of tho mattors fo disputo between us to
a compeateut acbitration,

PROSTRATION OF AMERICAN MANC-
FACTURES,

HE prostration of all domestic manufaotares in
this country, in spite of bigh proteotion, is uni-
versally folt, and the subject of much complaint. The
fact is in contradiction to the theories of the protec-
tionists. Our manufacturcs cannot o>mpete with
foreign imported articles, even in our own markets,
though subject to high duties and gold paymente,
Formerly, we had markcts abroad for our manufac
tures, snd cotton, woo), iron, &c., to a great extent.

Now, wo ata informed from the best sourcesthat there
i3 not one articie of American manufacture which can
be exported to ¢ompete with the forclgn articles of
the ssme kind .1 any foreign marke! The causesof
this prost-ation have been erroneourly supposed by
somo to bo tho late contraction of the ourrency, and
taxes on manufactured goods.

In the convention+ of manufacturers, lately held,
the true causes have been bat partially explained.
Mr. Guthrie, whon Kecretary of the Treasury, held the
opini»n that manufactures, noder a proper tariff,
would increase to such an amount that, besides
dimisfshiog Imports they would supply foreign mar.
kets, aud that tho loss of revenue from imports thus
oceastoned would be amply supplied by the emall

RAILROADS IN NEW YORK.
A Capital aof $140.000.600—Tenoth of Tracke 4,900
Miles—=217 Persms Killed in One Year
A

R Rarnes, the late Deputy State Lpginzer and
Surveyor has presonted a roport of the cone
ditfon of the Reilroad Companies in Now York, for
th year ending September 30, 187 It points out the
tollowing resul*+ —
ROADS OPERATED BY BTEAM.
Amount of capital atock by charter and
Acts of Logistature $130 13 N0 o
Am?‘unt of capitai stock subscribed for. 115,677,088 &R

paid in by Iast
.r'eport . 09,008,221 61

«  powpaldin 113535 74
Amount of funded decbt, as by last
repor ceeiie ees T4,003,927.09
Amount now of funded debt .o 74,317,691 26
Amount now of floating debt, as by last
roport ... Ceese e wes sees 497483 G5
Amount now of fuating dubt 0.81¢,116.39
Total amount now of tunded and float-
fugdebt . ... ... . TR024.807 €5
Tutal cust of cunstructivn fod equip-
mont coee .. 182,016,749.92
Loogth of road in miles 3828 4h
Length of rords ia1d. ..o PPN 2018 74
Lmn‘uh of dvuble trach, including sid-
ngs 1,203 29
{.ength of branches d 08 64
Leogth of doubio track on »ame. ..... 43 43
Length of cquivaleat stugio track . 44900 o
Number of ongiues 175
Nunber of tirst-class passenger cars . 920
Number of sccond-class cara N 187
Number of baggage, mail, and express
Number of frefght carg..coo «ieervonn 16.626
Miles run by paisenger tratns L ee 8,966,089
Number of passengeis, all ciasses, car-
riedincars.... ... . 17377 465
Number of miles trayeled by passen.
gers, or pumber ol passengers care
ried one wmfle ....... s ves eeiee 6568 524,676

EXPENSES,

Allotted to passenger trane.

portation .. . & ... $5,141,277.02
Allotted to freight trans.
0990 752 00

ortation . .
Expenscs uot classified....  269,128.¢6

$15.401.137 67

Boads operated by horse p(?\w_ér, &0 ... 8,161,682.77

EARNINGS.

TRoads operated with steam.—
From passenger business..... . 216,163,655 85
From sreight business . 30.862,452 29
krom other gources . [SUTEN 2,63L4 2 1t
Total earnings e e T 549,6‘::1_.572 &0

Roaads operated with horse power .—

From passenger busivess ... . .. $7,613,795.83
From treight busitess 9869.91
From other sources...... .. ...... oo 797,103.23
Total earnings 8-8—.;5.97848.92

PAYMENTS.

Roads operated with steam —
For trapspourtation expenres §34.874,178 23
For interest ... . PO - TTA § § BT

exclse upon the manufacfured products. Ia pur-
suanco of this policy the tarif of 1857, reduciag the
duties on raw materials, or making them freo of dut N
was framed.

The war tariffsincn sdopted would, it was contended,
bo of vast benefit to the manufacturers and producers
of wool fron, 20. The wool-growers especla.n{ were
to ba banefitted by making wool dear and forcing the
manufacturers to pprehase it at five times tho price at
which it coutd be Tported. Tha result is, that vow
wool is unsaleablo, and the woollen factories are aven
more depressed than thoe of cotton. MrD. A Wells
recommends, {n his reparts, 1 return to tha system ot
low duties on raw materials which enter juto domestio
manufacture.

This subject was fully dizcnssed {n the deliberations
of Congress upon tho tanf fu 1833and 1842. 1t was
then ably maintaived by the o] Xonentaot‘ a protective
policy that mauafactures could only be encouraged
! and built up as a permanont interest by the natural
1 process and lharmonious developraent of the produc-
tive powers of the people in all branches of lndustry.
It was etrongly maintained by AMr, Calhonn and
others that  American manufactures would best
! flonrieh puder a strictly revenue tarnifl, whioch shonld
| be equally-§ust to all sections and interests of-the

country. It was then argued too, with muoh force,
{ that our manufacturers must not be confined to pro-

duection for the home market, but must look to forelgn
countries for au extensive and profitable market To
effect this objrct they must have a sound currepcy
aud low taxati n The evils complained of by tho
manutacturers then, as now, wore chiefly the result of
a deranged, redundant, and tfluctuatiog currency.
With a sound currency snd Jow taxation our manu.
factures may ravive and flourish, and form one of cut
chief articles of éxport: but not uantil our currency
and Teveuue eystem shall be thue reformed The
manulfacturiug interest has itsalf contributed largoly
to the ovils of which it complains \Yhen, in the
conrse of time, a'botter stste of things shall exist they,
may bo benefitted by mecasures which they now de-
precate A great reduction in tho cost of labor and
moaterial and the expense of living woust take place
betoro our macufactures can find s market abroad in
compttilion with foreign fndustry.~Nationgd Intellis
geneer, ) ’

For dividends onstock . . . o bObTAZT v
Al ts carried to surplus funds 589 56y 57
pPayments not juciuded abOVO. « coe oo 2323914.15,
Total payments - §48,352 186 94

Roads operated with horse power .—
Eor transportation expenses

$6,627 600 17
548,899 44

For interest . -.. .. . ... . cee £99

For dividends on stocks....- o v o oot eee 810,370 L0

All other payments e 303,021.08
Totzl payments.. . Cae e £8 196,200 67

AG\IDENTS,

Roads gperaied Herse
with stsan  power

Number of passengers killed 13 3
o o .« injured. .. .. 79 49

' * croployes kilied... wverr veeees 67 3
LY “ injured . ... €5 .

¢ < others killed .. . Ce e 95 19

" ¢ IDJUTed. ceeesee- coeene oo £8 19
Total namber killed, wesees o0 136 43

" *  jvjured. -]

ReuvisTERED LETTERS.~1he Toronto Globe says —
Inourt lc%zraphlo despaich feom Montreal it was lately
mentioned that 10.000 registered lotters had been ree
celved at the post-office fn that city durfvg the month
of January of this year. Ve were vry glad to notice
the fact s indicative of 2 good amount of businoss
boing dovo by the Montrealass Ve are, ¢ -pussidle,
stili better pleased to learn from - ur w. My Post.
master, .that Toroato bas something even better to
shaw During the month referred to, 20,732 registored
letters wore received at the post-office here. Of these
12 278 were for city dellvery, 8,114 were posted for des-
patch by mails_and 5 3i0 were received oy malis tor
other offices Duriog the same month ,385 61-100
were paid on money.orders, and 37,668 62-100 received
for money orders issued, while $5,5256 postago stampa
were 80 d to agents This, wo thiok, Is an jpteresting
aod eatisfactory statement, 2od wo hopp thit every
town & 4 city in Gntariocan exhibita proportiopstely
snoopraging state of things, PR S TP




