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cured, whiclî will enable the science stu-
dents to continue some of their wvorlc fois
tbis term, but tixe natural science course
will neyer be wbiat it sbould be until suit-
able rooms and apparatus are supplied ini
a building specially adapted for carrying

on experimients and practical wvork to the
best advantagc. Ail thc students in the
university would participate in the bcnefits
of such a building, and surely, wbien it
lias been so long talked of, now is flie
time to build it.

READING

We are very particular about the people
wvith whon wve associate. There are few
tbings which more. agitate the niinids of
Anglo-Saxon parents in our day tîxan the
society in which their children are to,
move. About the principle of discriini-
ation it ;-not necessary to say aniything,
We ail hiave some principle of our own.
There are people whoin we want to know;
there are others whom we treat with ît-

serve ; there are somie again whom we
keep at arm's length. This is the essence
of -aur dignity, or let us caîl it self-respect.
When our principle of discrimination isj_
sound, when wc want to knowv the good
and noble, and are indiffcrent to, the yul-
gar distinctions of wealth and spurious
rank. the soul beconies sound and pure by
virtue of its discerning cbioice, and our
rigorous self-restraint in the matter of
companionship. We may observe, how-
ever, a difference as our clharacter ripens
and our moral formn becomes set. In
youth we must slhun the vicious and
weak, counting thieir vcry breatli a inias-
ma ; later on wve can pass unharmed
among men of any sort, securely assîmil-
ating wvhat is good and rejecting wvbat is
bad ; at at last wve may becomne 50 flrmly
lcnit in ail purity and truth and cbiarity
that our presence amnong men of the most
déegraded type will be liarmiess to our-
selves but serviceable to tliem.

We are ail agreed, thien, tbat the so-
society we affect is flot a matter of indif-
ference ;it must be at aIl times %visely
chosen ;its effects upon us must be scrup-
ulously watched ; its tendencies to deflect
us from the appointed wvay must be rîgor-
ousiy checked and vaiiautly frustrated.

Now, the object of the present essay is

to show, as briefly and as clearly as we
can, that in the powver of reading wve have
admission to socîcty of ail kinds ;to so-
ciety of aIl ages ;tbat our intercourse with
inen and %voilen tbrougli the written page
is often more intiiniate than that wvbicb we
biold with living people .that the influi-
ence wluchi tlhese invisible minds exercise
over us is incalculable :and tîxat tbecre-
fore tbe choice wvhiclb Nve must bring to,
hear on tbe selection of wvbat we read,
slxould be even more intelligent, more
earr-est. and more severe tbian tbiat wbicb
regulatces the stlection of our compail-
ioni; and friends.

Wbiile readers were chiefly and entirely
tbe cultivated few, wbo approacbied books
wîtli carefully trained intelligence. andi
witb the composure and fastidiotisness of
culture. the caution wvas bardly needed;
but wvben everybody reads, when bookcs
are as free to us as tbe air wve breatbe.
Mien ail of us are tlirown into tbe crowvc
of authors. wvbo jostle one anotber in the
crowded thorougbfares of literature, it is
necessary perbaps to caution tbe unwary
against those besmîrcbing persons. wvbo
may rub against themn unawares. and ta
suggest by wbat metbods it is possible
'o quit tbe mixed tbrong of tbe tborougbi-
fares, and to find in quiet and wbolesomie
places tbe conmpanionsbip wvith tixe good
and great by wvbîcb tbe soul can tbrive.

Tbiere is a society continually openl ta>
us aIl, of people wvho wîll talkc to us as
long as wve hilce. wvbatever our rank or oc-
cupation ;taik to us in the bcst words
they can clboose, and with thanks, if we
Ixut listen to tbiem. And tbis society, be-
cause it is 50 numerous and 50 gentle, cari
bc kept waiting arouind for us aIl day


