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knew hiin to be bis friend. The iagnanimity of David in sparing bis
litb, wlien hie was in lis power, bis kýinidness and loyalty could neyer allay
thiat biatred whichi had been cxcited by that tbougbitless eXp)rcF;.sin:
"Saul lias siain lis thoubands, and David bis ten thousands"1 Nothing

but deatlh cuuld ,ulbdie it. Wc iniglit bring forth from the Seripture,
and froni every day4s experience, niauiy illustrations to enforce thie Pnsi-
tion; but our imiits forbid, aud we proeeed to notice thieir subjective
influence. Words cxert an influence not only on those who lîcar themr,
but on those wbo utter theni. 'flic infant will work itisclf into a pbrensy
inerely at the sound of its own vuice-and it is no uncommnon thing to
sec men excite tbernseives to, the bighest point, when conversing upon
subjeots that are unplcasant.

If you turn to the flrst quarrel which ever oceurred, and whichi resuit-
cd in the deatli of a brotlier, we will there sec ',be subjective influence
of the tongue upon that brother, (sec Geon 4 : 8,) ".And Cain talked with
Able bis brother ;" and the le'talk"I ended in murder. Ang-ry feelings
are inanifested iii angry words and actions. Hie perrnitted hiniseif te
feel unkindly; hoe spolie unkindly; and aced unkindly. «Miy we not
venture the bupposition that if lie Lad not Liad that l a/k" Ilith bis
brother, the censequenees would not have been seq serinuq. It an old and
Wise xnaximi, thiat whien a man is angry hie shiould not speali. If we wish
te geveru our texnperï we must govera our tongues.

WVhat is vii speaking,? Tlhere is a great propensi ty in soir persons
te ltile, ivithout any intention of niaking niiseliief. Thecy are fuily
postcd up, and eau and svill give you ail the news; publ ie> and private,
foreign, and dorneslic ; as te its truth or falsity, withi thene, it is a sînali
niatter. They tell it for the pleasure it affords thenu te instruet and edify
others. While this is net evii spcaking; yet it is a nîisclîievous habit,
and often productive of evii. Solomon says, "11Th.- words of the tale-
beaxer, thc strife ceaseth."1 They pervert the Apostolie injunction:
IlLook net every mnan at bis own things, but te, the things of others
aise."1 Evil speaking involves a motive, and bas for its objeet the injury
of some one. A mnan rnay spuak thc truth about another, and yet We
speaking evil.

If a mnan speaks with the inten.ion of injuring anether, lie is au evil
speaker, whether what Lie speaks be true or false. For instance, a mnan
is in iny confidene-lie eieits my opinion about au individual, it is given
without any ikinid feelings; perhaps lie stands opposed to that person,


