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one of the most Empottant and nnirersal colour.
fng materials In nee. Dy ftsell it produces &
beautifol purple colour, and when united with a
solution of tin and muriatic ackl, A beaniifal
scatlen colone Is formed, altagether inimitable by

any ather pricessof dgeing.  The Cochineal in |

et has been Kousa foi ino of three haa jred yeare
for fts valuable culouting preperten  Speclal
atiention ss pard to thair propazauon in seroial
parts ol the world, but we be! e the largest pros
tiiun of tha quanting broughs to market comes
trom Mexico, The insect is caisd in Goeorgia
and Alabama, as well as In some parts of the West
Indies, but the quamn{' produced In the * paris
is small, compared with the supply fromn Mezico
The Kalg of Oaxaca, In Mexico, {» where the
treeding of Cochineal {e catried onto tho greatest
extcut, Tho insect feeds upon the floweraof &
wild fig-tree calied nopal, a species of the cactus,
"The plant has many stems, npon which buds ap-
ar haring prickles vpon iheir ends,  These
da ex ang fnto wide thick logves fram whirh
the Cuchinenl inscet extracts falcewita susten.
ante. Tha nopal is cacily cultivated from cut
tinge, {t being only necessary to olant a stem in
the ground to have It take root, and grow ﬁncl{
Cuttings are suffieiently grown forthe Inscets, in
clghtcen montheafter planting, In Oaxaca thero
aro large plantations devoted totho production
of Cochinesl. The nopal cunlngx arc planted
two foctapart, and upon xome ofthe sters litile
nests of cotton Rre placed, onthe side towands the
tising sun into theao newts & female inveet s plac
od. The llcmalc, afler laying abaut ono thousand
cggsin tha nest, dics, her dead body becoming a
covetlng and protection (o the eggs, until hatched,
8ix generations of these Ineects are produced
cvety seaon.  Tho young. as aoon &s thoy leave
their abells, work theit way out and comimence
feeding, Theyareat firet &0 tninule ak to be §n.
vislble, except withi ¢ microscope  In a lile
while more theie akins harden, fotining a cocoon,
from which they aoon cmetge agatn into the
chryaaliy state, aod then becomo perfoct nsects,
When the proper scason atrives for ‘galhcrlng
the Cochlneal whichls in December, the Indian
women go patleatly o work, using a dull knife
or brush, scraping the Insccts off frum the plants,
fnlo thelr aprons and baskets.  When a large
usntity {8 colfocted tho fnxccts arc roasted alive
n an oven, which of course deprives them of life,
:ndkddu them, and thus prepares them for
market.

TMIEARING OF ANIMALS.

Amoug mammalia the formation of the ear
varics in very many cases, according to the
habits and pecullar nature of the animal, The
portion of the car ¢f the mole assigaed for the
cognizance of sounds passing in the ar, is less
perfect than those, which, decper scnlcdl receive
the impression of any sound or vibration pro-

ding from the earth. The beaver has the
power, whea diving to fuld jts ear backwards
on 1ts head, and the waicr-shrew, for the same
pur has three distinct flz ps, which close the
orifice, [n the same manancr that many diving and
burrowing animals ate furnished with flaps to
the nose, uhlch they close the cntrance to all
injurjous bodies. The h:ﬂpopommus. which res !
mains for leagihencd periwds beacaid she susfice
of the water, is also provided with a valve-like
apparatus, Haros and rabbits, which squat

080 on.the groaund, and which might be wore
mdngoglscovcrgd.wcm an profccx Bg puint of
their bodies 1o be visible, fofd thelr ears flat back-
wird, -[n all, this sense {s remarkably keen; and
with harves it Is only excocded by that of the smell,
they hoar wounds, and are restless long before the
rider can pereeive an animal or a haman belog
{n the distance, The carrier-horses in Switzer-
land hear the fall of an avalanche, and warn their
wasters by their terror, and by refusing toadvance,
and even by twning In an opposite direction,
The acate sensibility of this organ s somewhat

otter theath; and thus horse-doalers ent them
ont from horses they have for sale, in order that
connds, striking on the netves with greater foree,
may by exciting the animals, give them & more
lively appearance. The flight of the hat, like
that of the owl, s perfertly nofeclese; and its car,
equally actle, dctects the slighest humming of an
tneect, At & diwance of several feet, and while (¢

1 raiches such asare 1n flight, i soaches aone which

have sciiled or aro silent,
THE COCUAXCT FALM TASF.

When the Cingalese villager hae felled one of
these trees after 18 has crased brating. (say in its
scvenleenth year.) with its tronk he tualds his
hut, and his ballock stall, which ho thatches with
its leaves. Hlis bolts and bars ace Alips of the
bark: by which he also surpends the emall shell
which bolds his sock of bome.made nlensils and
vcssels, 1le fences his little plot of chulm', 10-
bacco, and fine grain, with tho leaf stalks, The
infant {s swung to sleep In a rude net of colre
string, mado from the husk of the fruft: {ta meal
vl f1ce and acraped cocoa-nut 18 boiled over & fire
of cocoa-nut thells and husks, and is eaten offa
dish formed of the plaited green lcaves of the
iree, with & spoon cut out of & nut ahell,  When
he gocs a fishing by torch light, his nct $sof a
cocuasnut fibre ; the torch or chule ts a bundle
of dricd cocoanut leaves and flower atalks; the
Jittle canoe is a teunk of the cocoa palmitice, bole
fowed by his own hande.  Ee carrics hone his
nct and bis aring of fixh on & yoke. or pingo.
fusmx) of a cocoa-nut stalk, When heis thiraty,
he drinks of the fresh juice of the young nuty
when e is hungty, he catn its soft kernel. I he
has a mind to be mcrry, hosips a glass of arrack,
distilled from thn fermented juice of the palm,
and dances to the music of rude cocoa-nut castl.
nets; if he bo weary he quatfa todds of the un.
fermyented )aice, and flavors his curry with vin.
egar made from this toddy. Should ho be sick,
his body will be rubbed with cucoa-nut oil; he
sweelens his coffco with jaggery, or cocoa-nut
sugar, and soficns it with cocva-nut milk; it is
slpperl by the light of a lamp, constructed from &
cocoa-ntt shell, and fed by cocos-nut ofl. klis
doors, his windows, his shelves, his chalrs, the
water gutter under the eaves, &l are made from
the wood of the tree.  His spoons, his forks, his
basons, bis mmugs, his salt-ccliars, his jass, his
child's moncy-box, are ali constructed from the
shell of the nut.  Over his couch when born, and
over his gravo when buried, a bunch of cocoa
nut blossoms {s hung to charm away cvil apitits,

fliscellancous.

TRUE DUNCAN AND THEC CAT.

Onco thero wasa lfitle boy named Daners.
The boys used o call bim Tvue Dancan, be.
cause he would never tell a lie. Oneday ho was
plx{lng with an axe fn the yard of the school, snd
while he was chopping & stick, tho teacher's cat,
Tabby, came alung,
wht on r Tabby's head, nnd kiiled her,

hat to do he did not know. 8he was & pet of
the master’s, and used o sit on a cushion at his
side, whilc ke was hearing the lessons,

Duncan stood and looked at the dead creature,
His face grew red, and the tcars stood in hiseyes

All the boys came running up and every one
had:omething tosay. Oncofthem whispered to
the others and said:

“ Now, fellows, we shall ses whether Duncan
can makoup a fib as well as the resi of us.”

 Not he {" said Thomas Peoley, who wus Dun.
can'srlead. *“ Not he; I'll warrasit you, Duncan
wl}lgea;uueugold.‘ od tkine th ’

ohn Jooes ste up, and taking the cat
the tall, said— 2ped op, 8 b
¢ Here, boys, I'll just fling her into thealley.
and we can tell Mr. Cole that-the butcher's dog
kﬂleé”hex, you know that ho warried her-last
wee

Duncan ict the aze fall

obslructed by the bushy hairs which grow ig the:

e — —— ]

Bat Duncan looked quite angry. Ilisfaceswell-
od and his checka gtew redder than before,

" Nol' aald he; nol Do you think | wonld Le
for xach a creature as that 1 1t would be a bie, &
ue."  And each time he said the word, his vofce
B o b, piekod up th hing tn hi

en he piekod up the pour thing In his arms,
nd camedpn into the achuo! room; and the boys
folluwed 10 sc¢ what wouid hapscn.

‘The master looked up and said, * What is this?
My faithful mouscr dead 1 Who could have dons
me such an injury 1"

All were silent for & Nitle while, As soon as
Duncan conld get his voice, he taid—

* Mr. Cole,  am verf rorry —but hers s the
wroth, Lcantlic, sie=] killed Ta

ot i Tonght lo-bave Been caretun
very sotry for it 1 ought to hare been carefu
l‘m sawr’hct tubbing }?ec side spatnet the log,f

am very sotry, indeed, sie.”

Every one expected to seo Mt, Cole take down
hisd Jon A ratan, But he put on a pleasant xmnile
and filde=—

» Dancan §ou are K btave doy | Leaw aad
heard all that passed from my window aborve.
had tather lose a hundred cats than miss such an
cxample of truth and honot in my achool.

* Your best sewand is what you now foel §n
your own comsclence, but I beg you to accept
;,l;ls' handsume penknffe, as a token of my appro-

tlon,”

Duncan took out his handkerchicf and wiped

8 CJCs,

Tb); boys could no longer rcfrain themselves;
and wheo Thomas l‘co-c{ cried, “ throe cheers
for True Duncant®”all joined in a hearty hurra,

The tedcher then said, My boys, I am glad

on know what s rlgh:i and that you spprove of
{l; though 1 am afraid somo of you coald not
have done it

“Jeatn from this that nothlng can makea
{alschood neceasary.  Suppose Duncan hadtaken
your cvil advice, and come lo me with a lie; It
would have becn instantly detected, for I was &
witness of what passad.

“Itrust he has been governed in this by a
R:nx‘! of right, and [ cxhort you to follow his ¢x.
ample.

Votcanors axo Earntnauaxas—Tho London
Times has an account of a slogulat cxperiment
made beforc a Frlvawclmlo, by Professor Gorind,
the prufessor of nataral bistory in the University
of Lodl. This gentleman meltasome substances,
known only to himelf, in a vesscl, and allows
the Jiquid tocool. At first ft prescats an even
surface, but & portion continues to oozo up from
beneath, and graduslly clevations are formed va-
til at length raoges and chains of hills are fortned,
cxactly co,rmgondi:g in_shape with those which
are found ontho carth. Even to thestratification,
the resemblance is complete, and M. Gorinf can
v >duce on a small ¢ the phenomena of vol-
canocs and earthquakes, ¢ contends, there.
fore, *'thxt the inequalities on the face of the
‘g‘lobe are the result of certain materlals, first re-

uced by the agﬁlicallon of heat to & liqeid state,
and then allowed gradaally to cotsolidate.” The
Professor has also it is said, succeeded 2o a sue.

rising extent, in preserving animal matter from

ecay, without resorting to any known process for
that purposs. Specimens aro shown by him of
portions of the hutaau body, which, without any.
alteration in their n2tural appearance, have
exposed 1o the action of the atmosphere for six
or seven years; and he states that at & tHfting
cost, he can keep meat for any length of Ume in.
sach a way that it can be caten quite fresh

Provanmies or tox Desear.—{t {s curfons
to observe the prevalence of the sandy colour b
the soil in the creatures that have to-exist upon
it. Sandy~colored caila devour sandy-colourei
vipersand lizards, which in their tarn fref_o
g ppers and slugs of the eame complexion ¢
and partridges and .spartaws, by means of thelr.
resemblance to the ground, avold the prying eyes
of the falcons and hawks.—Melly's K&;rhny nd

Several of them thought this would be very well. | tAe Nile



