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OUR DIFFICULTIES.

Many of our subscribers will no doubt be disappointed at
not receiving the eleventh number of the Agriculturist sooner.
But when they are made acquainted with the true position of
its affairs, we trust they will be disposed to admit the necessity
of the changes we are .about ic.announce..

When the Farmer and the Cultivator were merged i ohe at the
.comtnencement of the year, certain calculations were made, and ar-
rangements entered into, based upon what had been done during the
Jast year, and what it was therefore expeeted could be done this
year. The question was discussed between the proprietors, whether
the paper should be monthly, like the Cultivator, or semi-monthly,
fike the Canada Farmer. We had no doubt, from our own know-
ledge, and from the representations of our agenis, that a semi-month-
1y, containing a variety of matter, but still adapted to the agriculiu-
¥al reader, would be more generally acceptable than a wmonthly pa-
p‘ér, exclusively agricultural. But the expense of printing and con-
ducting such a paper, we knew would be considerably more than
double that of a monthly, and the question then was, whether we
‘could-get a sufficient number of subseribets, at so low a price as éne
dollar, to pay that additional expense. We came to the conclusion
that, by s‘ehding active agents into every District in Western Canada
and allowing them:a-sufficient commission to induce them to work—
our subscription 1ist could be so increased as to cover the expenses at
Jeast—and that by requiring our share of these subscripiions in ad-
yanee, or at the time the orders were sent us, we should be able to
pay as we ‘went along. .

Accordingly, we commented with an editiofi of SOOD—(thch
would just about pay all expenses, if we could get our share of the
money when we were entitled to it)—and sent.out our agents. Six
months. of thelyear have now passed; and instcad of having got
rid-of our edition of 8000, as we anticipated, we have onl 7 sent offa
little over 5000. Instead of getting our shate of the eubscription
money-in advance, we have received not guite enouglt te pay for the
paver! "We have on our books, charged against Agents and So-
cieties over £300, but when we will get it, or whéther we will ever
get it i§, we are obliged 1o say,not very ceitain. Agentssay thereis
no-money 1a thecountry. Some have given up, because, thoogh they
can.find plenty of persons who would take the paper, yet they cannbt
collect money enough to pay their travelling expenses! Three or
four societies pa‘'d according to our terms, but-several others wished
us-to wait until they received the Government allowance, for othex-

xsé -they could not take the paper. Anxiouns.lo circulate our paper

fis°far and as wide &s possible, and thinking the amount coming-from
Sooieues, at-all events cafe, we have, s6- fay, complied: with-their "
mcmesh Bat ‘whether :hvy'wx)l ge: any: moiiey at all-fiom- Govenr

fnemﬂm ytur,:s, in-our-apinion, very doubiful ; and whether éhese

Socxeucs will, m snch a. cas bs _in snach of abu:ry to. gny as, i8]

8150 we. oonfess, hnvmg-:egatd TS pas) vqumaxzt:e, open. torgome
doubt. h
« Thus, ali our calﬁulauons on one-eide have been disappointed,

chiefly, we believe, from the extraoidinary scarcity of money i~ .he
country ; and on the othet side, our ezpensesand the labour of carrying
on the work, have considerably ex&eded our calculations ! Bat the
worst of the matter is that we see very little hope of reversing this
stateof things. Even with a circulation so0 much less than we had
expected, if we had realized by the middle of the year what wae due
us, we could have weathered out the gale by knocking down omr
edition-to something nearér the fumber circulated, and looking to
another year and better times for remuneration. As it ie, e hava
arrived ot a crisis when we must either give up the publication, or
make some change that would afford a better hope of our being able
to overcome the difficulties that surround usi If we abanden it en~
tirely, we must lose a very large amount; in addition to breaking
foith with our subscribers, beth of which we anxiously wish to avoid,
if it be possible. 'What we propoge. is as follows :—After the pext
number,—which will not be published till the 15th Julp—we wil!
alter the form of the work so as te make it more like & book, and
publish it monthly: To all paid snbscribers we will send the new
monthly Agriculturist complete for the year, Those who have not
yet paid may, if they do not wish to patronize the work, pay for the
half year, or twelve numbers sent, and order their names taken off
our books. But this niust be done before the st Avgust next.—
Payment must either be made (o us or to ontr avthorized agents.—
We must again insist upon all letters to us being post paid.

In meking this change we trust 6 sweet the approbation of the
great majority of our subscribers. We hate heither grumbled nor
tomplained to excite sympathy from the public. Sices the writer
has had charge of the Editorial departmént, hie has endeavoured to
avoid such expedients. Tt was preferred to let the paper stand opon
its own merits, but the pressure of the times has been such, and our
well-founded expéctations (as we thought) have been so eadly disap-~
pointed, that we are driven to let our yeaders know the real po-
sition we zre in; 2nd to solicit red] copport for an agricultural paper,
which many think has done guod, and all“adwit is much needed in .
the tomitry. By the arrangement abave mentioned, we think we
shall be dble toset agents 16 work in those pans of the couniry where
none have yet been, and at 2 time when we trost there will be more
money afloat ; and we shzll also be able to kesp faith with our sub-
gtribers, go far at least-as sending them twenty-four numbers-of an
agiricultural paper. Our agents will be able, we hope, to collect and
transmit what remains unpaid, and by adhering stricily. to the cash
priaciple hereafier, we may manage 1o live till better timee.

It lias also become necesaary that a change should take piscs in
the proprietary of the Agriculturist, but what it will be-we are ona-
ble to state antil the.next issoe. Circumstances connected with this

latter change Have caused the de!ny in the yxesem,number, which

couldnotheavoxded.. R . -

MMM
3ua¥ro Tiln:w;am:?zwh To THE WIRE Wona:-:—rﬁmon@snhe
commanicatignglately séat tothe Connéil of stie Royst Agricul-
toral Assoc;g_tmn, was.one froin-Mr- Dickingony on*tie’appli-
catiop of volatile glkali -agit exists in guano, fof the-extitpation
of the wire worm.



