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CANADIAN ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE. 11.

(Cincurar.)

Rev. anp Dear Sir,

Although the threatened measure for the spoliation of the
Clergy-Reserves does not appear to be very closely impending,—
since nointimation has been yet received of any such action taken
by the Iinpierial Parliament, now in Session, as would enable the
Peavincial Legislature to deal with the subject,—yet it wonld be
matter of regret to lose the opportunity of the meeting of the Clergy
(of which you have been notified) in tricnnial Visitation, con-
spiring, as it does, with the Anniversary Meeting of the Church
Saciety, to make a proper demonstration against a project so
Jdistinctly oppressive in its character, and so fraught with calamity
to the interests of Religion.

I trust that the hity of the Diacese are alive to the magnitude of

the mischief with which we are menaced, and the extent of spi-
tual privation which it would inflict upon our people in the scat-
tered and backward seliements of this Diocese, where our
Church has preached the Gospel to the poor. Even where the
country congregations are able in some little measure to contribute
to the moderate and frugal support of the holy Ministry, it is well
known to all persons who have opportunities of information, that
they cannot do so unaided. Itis equally well known that the
generous Society for the Propagation of the Gospel which has
fostered the Church throughout the Colonies, has been compelled,
under the pressure of still extending demands upon its resources,
to commence a system of gradual reduction and final extinction of
the charges upon its funds, for the North American Church.
4 Undersuch circminstancesas these, the lay-members of our
communion, willy it can be little doubted, feelingly recognize the
call which lies upon them to o all which God shall enable them
todo to save from confiscation the slender patrimony of the Church
in the Diocese, and to avert the reproach which will be flung back
upon them by their suffering posterity, i€ they fail manfully to
stand forward in defence of that endowment which cannot—we
may proclaim it before the world—which cannot be wrested from
us without exposing the authors and abettors of the measure to the
charge of making an open assault upon the cause of Religion, and
involving themselves in a violation of public faith, Letus only
hope and pray that they may themselves be brought to see the
proceeding in thisits true character, before it he too late.

In this crisis, then, of our affairs, 1 have to request that you will
propose either to the Church-Wardens of the Church or the
several Churches which you may individually serve, or else to
such other fitting representatives of gur ecclesiastical interests, (be-
ing communicants of the Church,) as may be chosen by yourself
and your congregation or congregations, two representing each, to
accomnpany you when you attend the Visitation, in order to take
partin the quality of Delegates for the defence of the Church patri-
mony, in that portion of the proceedings of the Anniversary Meet-
ing above-mentioned, which will specially relate to the subject of
the Clergy-Reserves, and, if needbe, to assist in prosecution of
any ulterior movement relative to that subjeet, upon which the
meeting may agree.

Iam,

Quebece, 26thM A Y, 1851,

Dear Sir,
Your affectionate brother,
G. J. QUEBEZC.
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List oF THE CLERGY AND Lay DE1EGATES.
(Those marked thus * were absent.)

Parish or Mission.

Name of Clergyman.
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CENTRAL BOARD.
_ Quebec, July 14th, 1851,

At the stated Meeting of the Central Board held this day, Pre-
sent, the Lord Bishop of Quebec (in the Chair,) the Revds..
Oficial Mackie, D. D., D. Falloor:, D. D, W, King, S. S. Wood,
R, Lewis, T. Pennefather, A, W. Mountain, J. H. Nicolls, C.
P, Reid, H. G. Burrage, S. H. Simpson, and J. Torrance; Lient.
Col. Strestfeild, R. E; and C. N. Montizambert, Esquire.

The Meeting was opened by the vaual form of prayer.

The resolution of the Annual Meeting of the Society appointing
the Central Board. was read: and the minutes of the last two
Meetings,




