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them, and this we may do to some extent
by noticing christiun effort in this depart-
ment of work in other churches.

First of all we have before us the Annual
Report of the Committee of the Genenl As-
sembly of the Free Church on this subject,
and the speeches of William Xidston, Esq.,
Ternicgair, tho Tarl of Dalhousie, Dr.
Begg, J. Cowan, Esq., Professor Blaikie, D.
D., Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff, Rev. Dr.
Nelson of Greenock, and Rev. Messrs. Bain
Garroch, Henderson of Crieft, xmd Gibson of
of Xirkaldy.

The Report took up the evils and causes
of Intemperance, means of lessening the evil,
legislation and the duty of the Church, and
took strong ground on the duty both of the
State and the Church to deal with this
greatevil carnestly, promptly and decidedly. §
Mr. Kidston spoke at great length and
with great earnestness, his facts well chosen
and reasonings conclusive. Hewas follow-
ed by the speakers named, in addresses of
varied character, and all remarkable for
power, until 12 o’clock (midnight) when
this deliverance was agreed to:

“ That the General Assembly approve
of the Report, and record their thanks to
the Committee especially to the Convener
(Mr. Kidston). The Assemby is decply
impressed with the alarming prevalence of
the sin of drunkness aud the enormous evils
which flow from it, as well as of the duty of
employing all lnwful and scriptural means
for the purpose of arresting so mighty an
evil. ‘I'he Assembly strongly recommends
all Synods and DPresbyteries to appoint
Special Committes to deal with this matter
within their bounds, and they appoint all
the ministers of this Church, in addition to
suitable references to this subject in their
-ordinary ministrations to preach a special
sermon on the subject on the thjrd Sabbath
-of Decemgber.”  The last part of the reso-
lution is recommending measures to abolish
feeing markets for servants, which have
proved fruitful nurseries of intemperance
.and vice.

The Report of the Committee of the
‘General Asembly of Ircland noted signs of
the steady progress of the Temperance
Reformation, the preaching of -an annual

scrmon in nearly every pulpit of the body
on the last Sabbath of November, the en-
rolliment of & good proportion of the Theo-
logical Students as Total Abstainers,efforts,
not effective as yet, for the closing of Pnb-
lic Houses on the Lord’s Day, agitation for
the Permissive Bill, and while regretting the
loss of ths Government Licensing Bill, intrc-
duced by AMr. Bruce the Home Sccretary,
considered its introduction and the able and
bold speech of Mr. Bruee in the House of
Commons, important steps in advance,

A noteworthy stand against Intemperance
is that taken by the Lower House of Con-
vovation of the Province of Canterbury. A
Commiittee of this body has accumulated
and published o Book of 192 pages, filled
with information respecting the extent of
the evil, its probable ccuses, such as legisla-
tive enactments or the absence of these, so-
cial or trade usages, supposed medical pro-
perties ; the consequence of intemperate
habits, as affecting morality, domestic hap-
piness, education of working clasces, health,
crime. pauperism, lunacy, Lord’s Day, and
finally remedies suggested.

This information has been drawn out by
questions addressed to clergymen and near
1y all public functionaries likely to throw
light on the subject. True, tlis issue from
the press is over a year old. But we have
but recently seen it; and we note it be-
cause we believe its facts must tell on the
public mind. .

‘We would also notice activity in carry-
ing on the Temperance war in ourown
provirce. Among other movements in
connection with the Sons of Tenmiperance,
a prize will be awarded for the best Essay
on “The importance of combined efforts in
the cause of Total Abstinence from theuse
of intoxicating beverages, on the partef
the clergy of all dcnominations, and religi-
ous public generally, and the responsibility
that rests upon them in cont:ection with
that cause.” )

The British Templars increasing in num-
bers and influence, are moving for Union °
with the Free Templars of Britain a body
to the working cnergy of which ample evi-
dence was borne by the Speakers in the
Free Assembly.




