
nje gioime anb gfforiti uccorb.

the Jewi-,h people ; if tha blessings which
we enjoy at the band of our gleriors Bene-
factor are riclier, fx-eer, and tuiler than theirs,
if too, tha resuits achicved by our bene-
ficence are higlier, nobler, and morc lest-
ing; wvho that is influenced by reason,
Scripturc, justice, gratitude, or yields in-
deed to any consideration which is fitted
to intorm the understanding, sway tho
heart and shape the lite, will at ail dispute
that Christians ara under the meat imn-
pressivu obligations to practica a bounty
far more lnrge-hearted and open-handcd than
that -hicli characterizcd believers under a
former dispensation, aven during the seasons
of their decest, trucet devotion to the
cause ef their God and Redeemer.

The truth is that a survcy et Scripture
teaching on this suhjcct, seems to shut us
up te the conclusion that God requires of
ail, at least a titha, while fromn thosa¾vhoi»
He lias ble'gsea with abundanca, Ha looks
for trec-will offerings larger or smaller as
circuimstances demand, and love and grati-
tude dictate.

Oh,) if Christians now-a-days would eniy
rend tice injuniction of the Apostle, "lOn
the first day of tha week lot cvcry oe of
you lay by him in store as God hath
prospercd him," under the light of Divine
prescription, patriarchal practico, and Jcw-
ish exampla; if they would think ot it
under thc conviction that thay and their
preperty are flot their ewn, but in tha
8trictcst, trucst sezise belong te God ; if they
would ponder it with the loud cry et
pcrishing millions ringing in their cars; if
they wvould meditate upon it under the
dazzling beams shed round it by the lita,
the pasziion, the death, the resurrectien, and
ascension of their Lord ; if they would study
iL under the blistul illumination of the
spirit et ail graca; then might we expeet
once more ta witness a repatition of those
scenos which proved, illustrated, aud
adorned tia piaty of the eariy Christians,
whei -'as mnany as were posaessers et land
or houaes sold them, and brought the prica
of the il>ings that were soid, and laid thetn
down'dt the Apostles' feet, and distribution
was manide«to aeei nian àccording as hie
bad r{eed," or wêheni dui-ing «"a great trial

ot affliction tha abundanca ot thair joy and
thair dcep povarty aboundcd un to the riches
et thair libaraiity," and spontaneously they
camne te the ApostIa PRAYZNO filM WIrn
MUCIE ENTREATY te receive thicir gifts and
te take upon hini tha fcllows8hip et the
ministering te the saints.

To seure snch a blesscd issue, dia at-
tention oF the Church must ha steadily,
parsistantly directed te her duty, and n
baptism of the Hely Spirit souglit with an
earnestness and parsaverance wvorthy of the
important object te ha gnincd, and the
tremendous issues which it involves.

MISSION CONTRIBUTIONS.
If a Chnrch ha aliva it nust et necessity

ha aggretsive. To let men alone who ara
in sin or attachcd te systemns et errer is net
the gouluis of Cliristianity, the let well-
enough-alone elanient does net enter into
the composition et genuine religion. Tht
gospel et Jesus Christ impeis the mnan who
is in possession et it te preach its doctrines,
flot ef course in an ebtruisiva officieus way,
but with ioving attractivncss, net offensive-
ly, puteing it ferward as casting pearîs be.
fore swina, but in harmony with the law of
gentieness so as te gain semae. Christianity
is as tar remeved froni sclflshness on the
oe hand as iL is from, a faisa sentiment ef
charity on the other. The disciple ef
Christ will avail hiniseif et every opportu-
nity te extend the knewledge ef the truth,
both by personal influence on those ivha
corne into contact with Min, and by prayer
and contributions te missions. To talk
about religion and net give ef our substance
as we eau afford te its cause, is as unserip
tural as it is unproductivc ef any result.
Men must ha taught the scriptural principle
of giving, te give flot xnercIy because t&Y
are asked, but te give becausa Ged requires
it at their hands on the sane ground es
hae recjuires worship, and a hely- lita. It is
a privilege te give as much as it is a privi-
lega to receive temporal and spiritual
benefits.

lIera a question ef great practical impor-
tance arises.-HIow is the principla of
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