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CELSUS: THE FIRSI PAGAN CRITIC 0F CHRISTIANITY,
AXD 1118 ANTICIPATION OF lNlohu)i-:B TIIOUGHT.

BIîT if Celéus lises the vritival e r ratiolialîstc niîetlîod, it is not as an
enid, I>h4 lit a weapoui. lie was ahlait tii follow it witli an ethical ajîpen 1.
Far uîcir tliaîî the pressu re (If thei scieîmtilic spirit did lie fvel thei

pre'Sre of thle social rcv'(Iltioli anda the liolitival danger. Ile seesth
rise if îvhat ho regards lis a eie oigailizatiiiii wjitliiut anî' na ttinalIchariwter, 10out uinity i frIf, al Iliuidgc.IOIge of q uarrel liîig scets. I t

arioganice and 4guuoralîre. It is housti le tii the templesci and il svnbl i <ftic aicicuit reigioîn. It <teies luin; it is a lîîît-ld of superstitioni. I t
is tIhe Salvatioui Arin v of lus (lay , and 'l csts <tocs flot sec ail' salvationiin it. Viemcîl friu the loft -% liviglît of I'laton usin, ut us atlivustuî andl iîîîî-
terialiistie. As Pelaganîl, eîiinpaiing it witi cuir ian tilinv, lias saîîl
Celsus iiiiglit have adouiteil for h is t leatise the title iseli i' v a miodernîwriter, "Atlieisiîî an the Social l'u-Il.' If it soinais straîlge tii us tii
hear inui stigimatize Clîristiaiis as atlîeists tir uuou-tlieists, sue nia «v uîilour indignation lty reflecting tliat Clinistians in tlieir eoiitrovcrsics4 %vitileaeh otlier have visited simnilar rcîiioailies iipîî tlie lieads of tlieir op-.
luouents. But, standing in the potsituion i wlîiul lie diii, it is not stiangeduit tIius Paganu sliould have ''cen hlindedil a Iittie liv the niotc in h isow.n eye. He looked upoiî CliristiaiiitY as an Anncrican Chîristian îîîavlook ait Mormnonisîn, as somcetluiig wlhiîl religiuîsl v anîl politicailv isopmosau to tluc geiiius ouf Aituerjean instituitons, as a deliideîl lot oufignorant People setting uî) a liierareli' y of tliiir owîi. But lie uohie8 tliatthay will listeu to the voice oif rcasoi.

His cloquent appeal to the Clîristians iii blîcalf of the establislieil
order ouf goverinent and religiuon is nîost comîiletcly' given iii thua sevcutîtand eightli lookb ouf Origen's reply. Prev.iously 'Celsus lias stood inuharp) antagouiin to tlue Christians. But now lus tone is on1e of recon-ciîjation. Hjs apologY for Pagan idolatry is that wliicu a cultivatedman woîuld niakle. He shows tlîat tlîe Christians are unreasonalile intheir opposition toii images, whichi aie after all only symnbolsi.

" Foi sua, unIcýs li bc ulii--crl uildi iii his siiiilîliit% tan îake ilicce for go(is
and inai i ocrînuu. i tuîscî iicd i, itch er% ie or ic gîtds oi iages i ujicsenîîîîg


