296

Tt

Thé Catholic.

{7 All letters and remittances are to lic Reformed Church and the schismatic’
be forwarded, free of postage, to the Edi-|intruders of Popery.”

tor, the Very Rev. Wm. P. McDonald,
Hamilton.

Having some very strong doubts in our

own minds about the propriet of apply-

T ' " |ing th ++Catholic” Protes
T HE O A T,l'] 0 Ll C. :;tgal:li:h::::t, in ::1; sl:ns; whichr(\)vtz :‘;’:'

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4.

Hamilton, G.D.

From the Dyblin Review,

selves had ever attributed 1o the term Ca-
tholic—believing, in fucﬂ according to
what wesupposed to be the Miversal accep-
tation of that particulargadjective, that
there was uo more propriety in calling
the Church of England in Ireland the Ca-

Agr. IL—1. The Standard of Catholici- | tholic Church, than in calling a jacka-
ty, or an attempt to pointout in a plain napes a megatherion, or in callinga bar-
manner certain saic and leading prin- rel of oysters a barrel of wha}les——we next
ciples amidst the conflicting opinions began to suppose that tht? writer Oi.' the ar-
by which the Church is at present agi- ticle may have had in his own mind, and

ted. Bv the Rev. G. E. Biber, L. L. D. in connexioa with the word Catholic,some | they say in the little prefaces, “to render
. t;)e ‘B'{;er‘s Standard’ of C’atholici‘y rotions different from those entertained
. Dr. Bi t

Vindicated, being a reply to the notice

by ourselves, and as he stated in another

of that work contained in No. 57 of the part of the article that this **Catholic Re-
a .

British Critic.

formed Church” of his had been lolling in

3. An Appeal in behalf of Church Gov- a state of absolute idleness and inutility

ernment, addressed to the Prelates and

‘from the Reformation to the year 1824,”

imagine i . t by 8¢ Can
Clergy of the United Church of Eng- we imagine it to be possible that by a*-Ca.

Jand and Ireland : being remarkson the
Debate in the House of Lords respect-
ing that subject, on the 26th of May,

tholic church’ he may have intended to
denote a church which #throughout the
whole” of its unprofitable existence had

professionally connected with that science,
and that the extent of our acquaintance
with it is no greater than that share of
theological knowledge which usually en-
ters into what is called a liberal education.
Another equally sufficient reason for ab~
staining from polemics upon the present
occasion, is, that the subject which we are
ahout to handle is in its own essence of an
entirely different nature {rom every thing
theological, and that it has, in fact, less
connection with the science of theo-
logy than it has with greography, arith-
metic, or statistics. The question is, in
fact, of the simplest possible description,
and as abundant materials exist for a sat-
isfactory decision of it, *we hope,” as

the merits of it intelligible to the meanest
capacity.”

In the course of this enquiry we shall
take the liberty of making frequent use
of the pamphlet of which the title stands
third in order at the head of this article.
The pamphlet bears evident marks of ha-
ving been brought out under the actual
inspection, or at least with the entire ap-

1840. By a Member of the Church. neglected the periormance of every one | p. Establishment ; and presents within

4. A Letter to the Right Rev. the Lord
Bishop of Ripon, upon the State of
Parties in the Church of England.—
By Walter Farquhar Hook, D.D., Vi-
car of Leeds. -

of the duties which it was paid (or per-
forming —and that a «Catholic church,”
in the sense of this writer,wa3 therefore a
church which had continued for three cen-
turies to obtain money under false pre-
tences. In this respect, however, we

5. Catechetical Instructions of the Doc- were also mistaken ; for in another part
trines and Worship of the Catholic|gf the article we discovered a formal defi-

Church. *By John Lingard D.D,

nition of the sense in which the term Ca-

In looking over a late number of anltholic was used by the writer himself,—
eminent quartgAly publication, we found it} «Do men know,” says he, «“the meaning
stated in un article upon the present con-| of the word Catholic ? It means univer-
dition of Ireland, that certain persons|sal,” (p. 133.) Having our doubts about

in this country had been‘‘converted from
Piperytothe Catholic Church.”’

As we ourselves, like all other Irish Pa-
pists, had always been under the impres-
sion that the Church of which 'the pope
is the visible head upon earth, was the
Catholic Church, we were not a little
puzzled in our endeavours to conceive
what the nature of the ¢‘conversion”
As, however, the writer was
engaged at the time in the discussion of
an Irish question, we imagined that ac-

could be.

cording to the popular notions about Irish| €04rse al the article in question.

composition, he may perhaps have con-
sidered himself at liberty to designate asa
- comversion what to us appeared to be a
movement ab eodem ad eundem, We very
soon,however,observed that by the**Catho_
lic Church” he intended to denote a cer-
tain globus individuorum, who,'in their a
gregate capacity, are in some public dec-

oi_h‘:f °:u;’i‘2:':ii;nsg w:u;if: rt‘:,s:: tt:i: on:: professed over the most extensive territory
. . * e and believed by the greatest amount of
viewer I8 qot at all singular in his man-
ner of applying the word in question, and
th#,t u sort of loose combination has been
formed amongst a numerous body of in-
dividual Protgestant writers, to d}:-op the | {12t upon the whole surface of the ghbe
Protestantism of their designation and as-

a moderate compass the most copious and
authentic account that can be anywhere
found of the present condition of the
Church of Englard in respect to its doct-
rine and disciplir.e ;—to the actual princi-
ples and dispor.itions of its most important
members, and the probable permanence
of the establishment itself.

To begim at the beginning. If the
reader will take the trouble (if he should
think t necessary) 1o refer to the Lexicon
of o.ar old friend Schrevelius, he will =e

L. it srated in th | n h
the application of the 1erm now completely, ‘ authority of t;a{) r:pe:‘)uf a(c;et uz giar'he
removed, and having our minds enlight- y am ymnasiarch,

d by the ] d auth he 1 that the Greek word Katholicos is equiva-
:l:ani: 10; tt;::eor;u;.(;;fa;;o;e real lent. to the Latin Universalis. By the term
considef the matter in & to’tall dfﬁf‘“ t‘: Catholic, then, it seems, that we are to
point of view, and to think tbit tl;ee::r? understand the notion of universality i
ter in question had been dealing in those reference to numerical or geographical
prar s o sy, calod ma. | RS, B o oot
dacium and amphibologia, concerning the 1’; To arci p p hs. . > ye
nature of which amiatie sorts of rhetori- {2 ¢ yh arrived at this universality,wve sup-
cal artifice he had given some exemplifi- pose that @ church which can have any
cations of a prectical character in the pretence to a Catholic designation, must

have made the nearest approximation to
this universality—that her doctrines are

actual votaries. Now, it appears from the
statistics of Adrian Balbi, as quoted in
Blackiwood’s Magazine for May, 1838,

there are 737 millions of persons, and that

f th 30 milli
o ments calied “The United Protestant Eg.|sert the * Catholicity” of what Cobbett |~ ' there are 200 millions who profess

tablished Church of Eugland and Irelang;»
and the nature of whose faith is correct.
ly indicated by a negative desighation,
which intimates that there are some doc-
trines against which they *‘protest,” with-
out suggesting that there are any which
they believe,

In the course ol the observations which
we shall have to make upon this subject,
we shall rigorously abstain from entering

upon the confines of polemical theology. )
i . * " ricties of infallible dissent. Inendeavor.
For ihis prudent abstetniousness one very dissent

sufficient reason is, that we who indite

used to call * the Church of England as :.he Christian. r.eligion. Of the 29) mil-
. ions of Christians, no less than 13 mil-
by law and bayonets established.” How lions are cherisi d,' h bos f
far the writers in question are justified rishied 1 the warm bosom o
in this *sturn out” against the authority of
grammar, analogy, common right, and
common sense, We shall now proceed to
That this fortuitous con-{enquire,
course of individuals were what the wri-
ter in question intended to designate as
the ¢-Catholic_Church,” was put entitely
out of controversy by another passage,
in which he stated that “a second class
of evils n Ireland wero those which arise
srom the conflict between the old Catho-

the Roman Catholic church: 62 nillions
are included under the Greck demomina-
tion,and are distinguished trom the Roman
Catholics by few points except of discipline
alone ; whilst there are only 59 willions
of persons all over the world who »rofess
the negative doctrines of Protestantsm, in

all the chromatical and contradictory va-

ing to ascertain how many of thes: 59
willions belong to the church of Engand,

this present articls are not in any way | we have experienced no small difiuliy

probation, of an eminent archpishop of

=

and embarrassment. The first matter 10
be enquired into, was the existence and
sitaation of the authority which was to cha~
racterise the members of the church of
England, by deciding that such and such
persons professed to entertain the doctrines
of that church, and that such others did
not. Upon this point we were immedi-
ately met by a statement in the “Appeal,"
that “the church of England (unlike every
other religious communion) possessed with*
in itself no power of determining claims 10
memberskip.” [p. 64.] DBut, indeed, not
only were we unable to ascertain who aré
the members of this church, but we weres
and are, unable even to discover, with any
approximation to a certainty, what hef
distinctive doctrines are, or whether she
has any distinctive doctrines, or, indeeds
any positive dectrines at all, Eleven 0f
twelve hundred gentlemen who have bee®
ordained in that establishment, and Wk
still profess to range themselves under i
banners, and who are, perhaps, the mos
learned, zealous, pious, and influenti?
members of the whole body, have notor"
ously * incurred a widely-diffused suspi
cion; have fallen under a very gener®
ifnputation of un church.of-England oP¥
nions.” [Appeal, p.71.] Yet these ide™
tical persons, although heretical the®”
selves, were able to ** cause an assemb]y
of divines 10 meet very lately in Oxford:
and to pronounce a verdict of condemd?®
tion for heresy against no less a pers®
than the Regius Professor of Theology ',n
that university.” (1bid. pp 68-71.) Th#
assembly, however, as we are told upP
high authority, had no power at all ¥
interfere in the case, and, accordingly, the
archiepiscopal author of the Appeal 8%
clares, ¢ that their whole proceedings wer?
utterly schismatical ; that the trial it
was coram non judice, and the decisio? |
no authority whatever in form or io fac*
(p.114.) “The professor condemaed -
heretical remained, and continues o
maian to this hour, in the university, it ! s
possession of his theological office, 20° .
fully as ever authorised to give lheolog‘_c
instruction 1o any siudent who may 'l"r:’,»
proper to seek it.” (p. 69.) The ﬂ‘f‘h
of the Appeal.informs us that the di"’P,‘
of the school of which we are spﬂ“k':e
have increased, and are increasing: T ,
augmentation of their numbers hatb no'.ﬂ
however, been sufficient to protect “?cl‘
against the same sort of treatment W'
they had themselves bestowed upo® o
object of their hostility. One of the n?cai
important in their series of theolo' at
publications was condemned in the Prelsjeni.
year by the hebdomadal Board of the on
versity, consisting of the vice-chance! i
heads of houses, and proctors, But? R
ter in the Times (17th March) i"f""‘.‘ ,
the world that the Board had no -’"”hor!, '
even from the statutes of the Univer™
to represent, upon such a subject, 8v¢?
University itsclf, much less th
cburch estabiishment of England. pe
Dr. Houk, whose name is reporte Robert
the very fi.st upon the list of Sir o
Peel for a bishoprick, declares, (L"‘wb’d‘,
4.) ““1hat the determination of the he« s
madal board to censure Mr. NewmaP 4

- Dation, 809 ¢
a most unkappy delermxn:&uoqf,.éun"l’on
convocation of the university,!




