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CURRENT TOPIOS AND EVENTS.

METHODIST UNION.

At the present important crisis in
this great mavernent we shall yen-
ture on na personal rernarks, but
content ourseif with quoting the pub-
lished opinions ai twa of the mast
thoughtful and judicial minds ai aur
Church.

The Rev. Dr. Nelles, President af
Victoria University, writing before
the Basis %ças submitted ta the
Quarterly Meetings remarks t-

"lAiter reading and weighing what
has been said for and against the
scheme whîch is about ta be sub-
mitted ta, the people ai the Methodist
Church ai Canada, 1 arn ai opinion
that aur Church wviI1 make a serions
mistake if she should reject the pro.
po,îed ' Basis. It is passible that a
better Basis might be devised (al-
tbough 1 arn very doubtfui, ai that),
but rte way daes flot appear ta 6e
noiw open ta the reconsideration or
modification of the scheme adopted
by the Union Committee, except in
s0 far as such modification rnay 6e
subsequentiy agreed upon by the ac-
tion ai the United Church. Should
the present ' Basis,' therefore, be re-
ected, this rejectian would seern ta
invoive the indefinite postpanement,
if not, indeed, the final abandon-
ment, ai Methodistic Unity. And,
yet, the almost universal expression
ai opinion in aur late General Con-
ference, including that ai most ai
the leadirig opponents ai the Basin
naw proposed, was in favaur af
Union, and such expression is only
one ai many indications ai wvhat bas
been ai late years throbbing in the
great heart af the Church universal.
1, for mny part, believe this deep and
wîdespread yearning ta be ai Gad,
although 1 do nat regard this as a
reasan for accepting objectianable
schemes if better anes can be de-
vised. Of thiE, however, we may
teel assurcd that no plan can be sug-

gested against which sorne objections
will flot exist, and be strongly urged,
especially by men wvho look an lijîde
questions af official precedence as of
more moment thana United Method-
ism. . - 1bad the privilege ai listen.
ing carefully ta the full and thorough
discussions of the large and vari-
ously camposed Union Canimittee,
and I think the best was done that
could have been done under all the
circurnstances. 1 see, therefore, no
wisdorn in blocking up the wvay, or
in beating aretreat. .- As the
case now stands 1 am for Union and
for the adoption of the proposed
' Basis,' and, in adopting it, the
more unanimously we do so the bet-
ter in every way."

His Honour, .Judge Jones, of
Brantford, in a published letter ex-
presses the following weighty senti-
mnents which we doubt flot in the
present grave crisis at which we
have arrived %viII receive serinus
consideration t-

"'As a laynian ai the Methodist
Church of Canada, and one af the
joint Committee on Union, 1 desire,
without discussing the anerits or de-
fects of the Basis, ta cansider what
would be the natural re-I'ts of
adopting or rejectingit. . I be-
lieve that the strang sense of the
laity wiil be shown in adopting- the
flasise They are the anes ariwhoni
the financial burdens af the Church
~~il Iargely rest in the future as they
have in the past. They cannot
afford the cost and expense of keep-
ing up rival religiaus establishmients
to do the samne work, and ta, per-
petuate, flot only in older Canada,
but in the grand North-West, the
jealousies and bitternesses ai the
past. The past record of theMethod-
ist Cburch ai Canada bas been
strongly in favour ai lynion Ihe
other churches are now ivilling 10

unite ivith us on a Basîs that bas
been approved of' by a very large


