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Sentm Deputy Minister of Highways, Province of Ontario.
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A by-law adopting such a system may be passed by
a two-thirds majority of a county council representing at
least one-half of the total equalized assessment of the
county.

The roads assumed are usually such as will accom-
modate the greater part of local market, travel, creating
a system of main market roads. They are the roads
radiating from local market centres and shipping points.
They should be connected as far as practicable to serve
the needs of through traffic of the locality. _

The mileage of roads assumed by a county is usually
from 12 to 18 per cent. of the total mileage of the county.

The direction and superintendence of the work is
placed in charge of a county engineer or capable superin-
tendent appointed by the county council. A committee of
the county council should co-operate .with, advise and
direct the road superintendent.

Roads are to be built in accordance with the regula-
tions of the Department of Public Highways. The con-
struction should be suited to local material and traffic. A
standard type is regarded as a roadway well drained,
graded to a width of 24 feet between ditches, with broken
stone or gravel in the centre to a width of from 9 to 18
feet, and consolidated by rolling. The cost varies with
local conditions, but is in general proportionate to the
width and kind of metal. The system of roads assumed,
and the by-law fixing the plan of improvement, are sub-
ject to approval of the Provincial Department.

When roads are assumed by a county council under
this Act, township councils cease to have control over
them, nor should they make any expenditure on them.
The county council is thereafter responsible for construc-
tion and maintenance.

The provincial grant is paid annually, and is based
on a statement of expenditure for the year, submitted to
the Minister of Public Works and Highways by the county
council, and includes all costs of labor, material, engineer-
ing services, salary of road superintendent, machinery,
and bridges on the designated system of county roads.

The county council may finance their work by issuing
debentures for a term not exceeding thirty years; or by
sums raised from year to year in the annual county rate.
The cost of purchasing and reconstructing toll roads may
be included in the expenditure. The county council may
by by-law make grants to towns and villages not separated
from the county, for the improvement of extensions or
connecting links of county roads in such towns and
villages, and certain of such grants may be included in
the statement of annual expenditure. Grants eligible for
a provincial subsidy are those made to villages having a
population of 1,500 or less; and those made to munici-
palities with a population of over 1,500, provided the im-
provement is carried out on suburban streets.

Suburban Roads.—Provision is made under the
Ontario Highways Act, that a city may co-operate with
the county council in improving the leading county roads
adjacent to the city, and thereby obtain a more substantial
type of construction for such suburban roads. The pro-
cedure is as follows:

A county council, by resolution, makes application to
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council asking that a com-
mission be authorized to deal with the suburban roads or
portions thereof in the county system adjacent to the city
and towards the construction and maintenance of which
the city in question should contribute. -

The Department of Public Highways submits the ap-
plication to the city in question and considers their views
in the matter. Should the commission be recommended




