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THOUGHT EIGHT —THE PARALLELS

1y the whole range of masomzs subjects, .there
are but few of more significance than the Paral
lels, when properly understood.  But with many
brethren there seems to be ‘only a very hmuted up-
derstanding of what those myatic symbols involve ;
and but few took beyond the words of the ntual
for any more extended knowledge. The leatnec
Bro.” Olivér, in_ discussing the' question, * Wh
Lodges are Jgdlcuted to the Saints Johu the Baptist
and Evangelist? sheds much lightupon the sub-
Ject; and while he makes perfectly clear the point
that be aimed at, that is, the propriety of naming
symbolic loiges in honor of those Sainis, it is to be
regretted, that his profound- learning and clear jn-
tellect were not employed to trace the same sub-
Ject through the two preceding dispensations.

l This omission is partly su

T. Holly, in the dmerican  Freemasons® Magazine
for:Seplember 1858, page 202. But 1 think he
errs n his selection. of the individuals for the ex-
emplars of those:parsllels in - the first or Patriar-
chal :Dispensation. The taking of Abrabam for
one of them is certainly an-error§: for- he is. the
opener-of the .second, or-Hebrew Dispeusation,
And I think 1t is also an error to take Noah for the
other ; ‘becavse  masonic tradition: trares the pa-
rallels to a period anterior to either - of "those peic
sonages.

To arnive at a proper undefstanding of these, as
well as most other masonic'symbols, it is necessary

to have a corfect idea of ur first great light, the
| Holy Bible. Not 16 regard it, as most Christians
{ do, as the n.erc witings of good men powverfully
inflaénced by the Holy Spirit, but as what it claims
1o he, the Word of God, containing in its inmost
sense the essential Divinity, 'by whom all things
were creatéd and are sustained:  How frequently
we hedrfrom Christians the expression, ** Moses, or
Daniel, 'or Isainh, or some other prophet, says so.”
It'may be correctly answered :* Moses, David, or
Isaiah says nothing ; but the Lord Jesus Christ,
the Ommipotent Jehovah, saysit. As long as
Christians, and even Masons, entertain so low an
idea of the Bible, they can never have a‘full ap-
préciation of any porion of Divine truth in its
highest degree, but mustn  sssarily sce the whole
of its teachings from the v~ lowest pomntof view
compatible with a belief 3. a3 doctrines.

Those paraliels represe .t-the divine love and
wisdom of the Lord, which twoare united in Him,
.and floiv from Him in equal . measure, represented
by, the.two parallel lines, and "are received by in-
flux into angels, men, and all sentient beings, in
varying propottion, accoriing to the difference in
the state and character of the recipient; and it is
, 0oly when the _teception, like the. flow, i$ equal,

1

that the individual, atiains tus.proper. degree of
usefulness and.perfection, Love may be consi-
dered as the substance, and wistom as the form, of
the Divine.Being, in' which alone all life consists;
and all finite beings reccive life. by influx from
Hiry, their life being. of o’ highér or.lower cha.
racler, in proportion to their capacity for receiving
more or less of the divine influx.

It 15 the different reception of these wwo essen.
uials ofDeity which. consututes thie difference be:
tween the sexes.. Man, receiving proportionately
more of .wisdom,.1s governed mostly:by reason or
thought, working through the understanding ; while
.\WOAN, . Teceiving greater- proportionof love,.is
“controlled more by passion or sentiment, working
through the will; and- therefore the marriage or

.

pplied by the learned J- l union of: the twb. ia necessary to the perfection of

each, representing the perfect union of Divinelove
and wisdom in the.person of the Lord. ‘
i -For this 1eason, among thie ancients, the sun was-
‘regarded es the most pertect symbol of Deity; bes
l e~use heat and - light aré both -united in himj'and
aispensed- to all the inferior bodies of the-.solar
system fiom him. That light, driving -away.the
) darkness of mght, and dispersing: the fuys, mists
: and ‘vapors, 18- representative of the :Divine Wis-
dom clearing away the darknessof-ignorance from
the human mind, and the cloudsand vapors-arising.
« trom folse reasuning and’idle fantacies ; -wbile, in
; hke inanner, the heat ‘of the sun, causing fraits,
+ flowers and. vegetation of every kind: 10.spring
t forth, and filhng the earth with Iife and ammation,
y1s represemative of the Diyine.Louve, injparting
spintud) life and hieat, causing the soul tn.wake to
a newness of life, dnd, producirg the frui's gnd
flowers of usefiilness and beauty. ,
dt is necessary to the perfection of the'indivi-
dual, that'therc should be something itke equality
in-the reception of these two emanations of ‘the
Deity. Itisa-well-known fact, lhat the under-
standing may be elevated so as to see rlmrlly the
difference between good and evil, trutb and falsity,
and the necescity of choosing -cortectly between
them ; while the affections ot:the will, unmoved.
by the beanties:of the picture,2emain cold. and
torpid, or wedded to ewil and 1ts attendant falsity,
and thus draw -the understanding. down again to
their own level, dnd force it to actas one with
them 11 devising falsc reasonings and sophustries to
defend the usts, concupiscences,. aud evil deads to
which the- will has becorie addicted. 'THis staté.
is somewhat analogous to that.of thé..earth in
winler, whea,. although there is no difference in
the relative.amount of light:and heat conveyed by
the sun’s .rays, vet the different positioniof the
earth, as a recipient, tauses a great difference in
the amount.of heat received. In .Jikii i anper,
i when the understandinig is enlightened by analy-
{ Zing and comprebending hizh and holy tiuths and
1 correct pnnciples, 1f the will is not. alsy junified,
;and imbued wath & ove of those truths aud prin-
| ciples, the spiritual ‘heat is lacking ~which .is ne=
+ cessary 1o bring forth the fruits and flowers which-
sustamn the life-and.purify the.tastes of the:spiri-
tual man- The -light and heat ‘proceedingiirom
the suri are ‘conslantly- the same ;. but- the differ-
ence in tha position of the earth, as a'recipient of
its rays at successive periods, is such as.tv.cbauge
the whole face of nature. -In summer, when:it1s
such.that light and- heat are. received - equally, all
is life and animation ; vegetation: of every kind.
springs forth; fields, orchards und gardens flourish,



