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TIRE INSURANGE TAX

.A Right the City Has Possessed
for Many Years to Levy
Contributions.

Speeial Powers Victoria Reeceived
Before Confederation From the
L-gislative Assembly.

e

From the correspondence -that has
lately passed between the city and the
fire underwriters, some people are ask-
ing how it is that the insurance com-
panies pay in a good round sum every
year towards the support of the fire de-
partment. This tax last year amount-
ed to $8,100, or $300 for each of the
fire insurance companies “in the city.
"This tax is levied under the authority of
the “Fire Companies’ Ai® Amendment
Act, 1871,” a power therefore that the
city possessed before confederation, and
though the Municipal Clauses Act under
which the city is no wworking: gives
general power to cities to tax fire insur
auce companies $200 a year the old ordi-
nunce of 15i1 seems to be the only spe-

minion. possesses—at least several gene

crossing the mountaing on his home-
ward journey: His remains were taken
in charge by the prospecfors-and given
burial at foot of the mountains.
Speaking of mining Mr. Hankozy reports
that no gold other than in pros; s has
been found on the Copper river and
these prospects are only found in float.
Didall Geuvermont, a French-Canadian,
belonging to Montreal, was among the
Yukouners to arrive on the Dirigo. He
left Dawson on September 23, the date
that the last three river steamers left
fo® the White Horge. He came out to
egcﬁe sickness, his father having died
of fever shortly before he came away.
He states that scurvy and dysentery are
very prevalent in Dawson and that the
kospital is full of sick people. Labor-
ing wages have dropped t00¥5 and $8 a
day and. board.

WON’T SIDETRACK VICTORIA.

Pacific Coast Steamship Company Re-
fuse a Queer Request from
Vancouver.

The following letter has been received
by the city clerk of Vancouver from
Goodall, Perkins & Co., for the Pacific
Coust Steamship Company:

. “Dear Sir,—Re Sound steamers mak-
ing Vancouver first and last port of call:
We are in receipt of your favor of the,
Tth _ ultimo., addressed to Mr. H. T.
Lewis; in which you suggest that Van-
couver should be made the first and
lasi.: call instead of, as at present, Vie-
toria. In reply to which, we beg to
say that this matter has been up for

cial power which any city in' the DO-T

tiemen who are looked upon as authori-
ties on the subject say they think such
to be the case.

Victoria city was incorporated by an
act passed by the legislative assembly of
British Columbia on April 2, 1867. The
act is described by one of the old-time
law-makers as a very imperfect one,
Jhardly more than a paper charter, with-
out giving the council the means to
carry on the government of the city
or of raising a revenue; for though the
act of incorporation set out that taxes
might be imposed, the trouble was that
in a great measure this conflicted with
the taxation which the government
levied, and therefore the city had to
suffer when it came to a “show-down,”
as there could not be double taxation.
For one thing, the government then had
full control of the .licenses and did not
care to give it up. The city by the aect
-of incorporation was divided into three
wards—Johnson street, Yates street and
James Bay wards, and naturally the
.area of the city was very much smaller
than it is to-day. The city council was
-composed of a Mayor and six municipal
councillors, two councillors being ap-
pointed from each ward. The qualifiea-
tion for Mayor or councillor was: “Being
a British subject of full age; having re-
gided within the colony of British Co-
lumbia for a space of six calendar
months previous to the election; being
at and having been for the three calen-
dar months next preceding the time of
election rated on the municipal assess-
ment roll of the same city in respect of
freehold to at least the value of $500,
or in respect of leasehold to at least the
yearly rental of $100.”

In March, 1869, “The Fire Companies’
‘Aid Ordinance, 1869,” was passed by
the legislative council, giving the city
‘the power to raise, for the support of
the fire establishments of the city, the
following rates: Upon buildings with-
in the city a rate not to exceed one-
quarter of one per cent,, provided, how-
ever, that such rate should not be levied
against any building on which there was
insurance against fire to the extent of
Falf the value of the building, if such
insurance was -effected through an of-
fice having an agent doing business in
the® eity.” ¥TFhese agents, however, had
to pay an annual rate not exceeding
one-eighth of one per cent. upon the
amount of insurance done with them.
“The sum to be raised by this ordinance
was not to exceed $3,000, and public and
charitable buildings were exempt.

On March 8, 1871, “The Fire Compa-
nies’ Aid Amendment 'Act, 1871,”. was
passed, levying the additional rate on
agents of fire insurance companies of
$300 a year for each company. This
last act is that under which the pre-
sent tax is levied, for although the city
-came under the “Municipal Act,” which
was passed and assented to on April 11,
1872, the first session of the legislature
held after confederation, this special
right was retained. This Municipal Act
was the parent of the present Municipal
Ciauses Act, and only takes up eight
pages in the book of statutes, quite a

- difference from its overgrown and vol-

uminous offspring that the average al-
derman groans over and fails to mas-
ter, !

From the foregoing it will be seen that
Victoria since confederation has been

-working under the general municipal act

and* when the limited scope of the old
charter is considered it can hardly be

-sajd even to have had a charter of its
e

GOLD SEEKERS' HARD LUCK.

‘The Burden of the“Stories Brought by

Great Shipload of Passéngers.

Harly yesterday afternoon the steamer
Dirigo came in with one of the biggest
loads of passengers that has arrived from
the North this season. There were 190
on board, which number was made up
of Cook Inleters, Yukoners, Copper riv-
er prospectors and residents of Northern
towns. Those from Cook Inlet report
that there has not been a single new
strike of gold in that region during #he
past season and they are strong in their
conviction that gold never will be found
there in quantity.. In this, however, they
~ouly confirm reports brought by arrivals
from the Inlet last year. These reports
were given wide publicity but despite
this fact, they say, that fourteen hun-
-dred men found their way te the dis-
- triet last spring. - Some went with the in-
“tention of crossing into the interior but
finding that an impossibility were com-
“pelled to return as they went. At pre-
- sent there are 150. men at Cook Inlet,
well supplied for the winter, as other-
wise they would have no reason to re-
“main, From the number of small boats
found wrecked about the Inlet it is esti-
mated that between 35 and 40 lives have
“been lost by drowning during the past
-season, but no ‘one' gives the names of
-any missing. The prospectors from Cop-
" per river on the Dirigo tell almost &
- €imilar story. 'They left Margarita river
on September 5 and are going to San
Francisco, _having transferred at Ju-
neau from ‘the steamer Hxcelsior to the
Dirigo, Herman Hankozy, one of their
number, brings nmews of two pathetic
- sunicides of men who looked for gold
all season and who feeling themselves
burdensome to their comrades ‘through
sickness took - their lives, realizing that
death would seon overtake them any-
way. Frank Stevens, a young German,
belonging to San Francisco, was one of
these. 'He had suffered terribly from
scurvy  and - was < rapidly 'decl?mng in
health until one morning about six weeks
ago his friends were horrified to find his
Temains -with a revelver, which he had
used to put a bullet through his brain.
Just before leaving Copper river M_r.
Hankozy was told of the death of David
vy, of St. Louis, an old man 65 yedrs

consideration several times, and it is
impracticable for us to arrange our
schedule to meet your request, as we
think has been quite fully explained
heretofore.

“Such action on our part, it seems to
us, in view of the geographical situation
of -Vancouver would be a gross dis-
crimination against, and injustice, to
Viectoria.

“There does not appear to be any spe-
cial reason why the arrangement now
in force in connectiod -between this
company’s steamers and the Canadian
Pacific Navigation Company’s steamers
at Victoria should not, and does not
work smoothly and satisfactorily in the
accommodation of Vancouver business.
“As you are aware, this company's
vessels transfer to the Canadian Pacific
Navigation Company’s steamers all pas-
sengers and perishable freight, taking
the coarser freight later on direct to
Vancouver and taking directly from
Vancouver .all classes of freight destin-
ed to that point.

“We regret that, under the present
conditions of things, we can devise no
better plan than the one now in force.

AN EVENING OF GOOD COMEDY.

The Henderson Company Give a Very
Even and Acceptable Performance
of “A Scrap of Paper.”

“The Scrap of Papet’” as presented last
night at the Victoria theatre by the
Henderson company was a delightful
surprise after.the rather stiff rendition
of “The Ironmaster” on the previous
evening, It was brightly played through-
out, and at times some really brilliant
work was done by the leading members
of the cast, The quality of the play well
suited the ladies and gentlemen in- whose
hands it was, and the many very amus-
ing situations were admirably brought
out to the great enjoyment of a large
audience. Mr, Edward M. Bell was ex-
cellent in the role of Prosper Couramont.
He does a light part with much ease and
gucceeds in catching and holding the
interest of his audience. Mr. Guy Bates
Post’s “Baron de la Glacier” was also
cleverly done, and Mr. Harry M. Adams’
naturalist. The honors of the evening
were, however, due to Miss Fitzallen,
whose work was exceedingly graceful
and spontaneous. ' Her treatment of the
part was original altogether, and proved
a delightful revelation of its full com-
edy possibilities. - The  play was well
staged and effectively costumed, and the
audience on the whole had every reason
to congratulate themselves on being pre-
sent.

The final performance of the Hender-
son company in this city will oceur to-
night when Bronson Howard's ‘“Young
Mrs. Winthrop” will be given. Bronson
Howard orobably to-day stands at the
head of American dramatic authors and
at the same time he occupies no mean
position among the foremost of English
dramatic writers. * Mr. Howard origin:
ally came from Detroit, but largely
through his relation§ with Chas. Wynd-
ham his home has been in London for
many years where some of his greatest
successes have been won. His “Bank-
er’s Daughter,” “The Henrietta,” and
“Shenandoah” are all fine examples of
modern dramatic work, and his “Young
Mrs. Winthrop” ranks with the best of
them. \It is a comedy drama, and shows
Mr. Howard as a comedy writer at
his best. This performance to-night will
finish the Henderson engagement in this
¢ity. The organization leaves then for
Vancouver, where on Thursday evening
they open in “The Ironmaster.” In Van-
couver on Saturday evening the com-
pany will be seen in the best of all vef-
sions (Stetson’s) - of Dumas’ “Demi-
Monde” entitled “The Crust of Society.”
This is conceded to be one of the most
remarkable plays of the century. Man-
ager Jamieson may determine to give
this piece here before the company goes
from the Coast. *

A NATIONAL ARMY.
Major-General Hutton on the Future of the
Canadian Militia.
aking at Torouto recently, Major-Gen-
eral Hutton said:
I wish I could call it a national army
In the sense we all mean an army, but af
present it does not quite exist in that form
—I1 cannot help thinking that we in Can-
ada are approaching a crisis in - military
offairs. Having known that I was likely to
come: here . for some length of time, I
haye been watching with great interest
{mbllc opinion over here, and the views
formed before my arrival in Canada have
been more than confirmed by what I have
heard and scen, and discussed with prom-
inent . officers of the foree since I arrived,
and that is—we all of us have arrived, and
are now arriving at this conclusion, that
the time is coming, if it hag not come,
when the military force qof Canada, the na-
tional army of Canada, should be put upon
a npational basis, and as a national insti-
tution should in every respect be upon a
higher plane than it is; should in every re-
ect be above party questions of all kinds.
{Loud applause.) A good army, a national)
army, must be one which is apart from par-
ty, and whieh sinks all indlvidual views, be
they political er religious, in the general
welfare of the country. I think that Is the
feeling of the people cf the country, and
I am quite certaifi it is the feeling of all
nus soldiers and military men, that the time
has arrived’ in Capada for that to be
achieved. I only hope that may turn out
to be the case. But I feel certain of this,
that you here, in an institute like this, ean
do an immensity of good by educating pub-
lic opinion u this most important point,
and ventilating and advancing views as
regal the necessity of elevating this mili-
tary institution, this national army of ours
to the higher plane of which I haye spoken;
and if you will assist, in however indirect
manner, in'this most lmportant consumma-
tion—a consummation which is so vital to
the fntwre interests of the Dominion and
+ha Canedian nation—f- feel snre that the
State will owe you a very considerable debt
of gratitude, a4
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Well-packed apples always find a good
market in England. It is absolutely
essential that only good, sound fruit be
packed, and that with the greatest care.

In harvesting carrots, with a one-horse
plough, make a furrough within an inch
of the carrots, throwing the ground
away from the roots. They can then
be removed by pulling towards the fur-
row, as easily as if started in the usual
way with a fork, .and’ when you are
done the land is fall ploughed.

Anyone who watches the fruit mar-
kets must notice how rapidly people are
learning to grade fruit. They will pay
more for first-class fruit, and less for
inferior. The demand for high-grade
fruit is increasing, and the people ared
being educated in many ways. Quality
is placed before size, but size is always
demanded.

Forty-five per cent. of the nutriment of
the corn plant is in the fodder; do not
let it go to waste. Careful feeders say
they would just as soon lose the ear as
the stalk, and it pays to give “ear” to
sgch successful ones when they talk.
When husked it should be handled with
care, 50 as not to lose so many leaves,
and then tied in large bundles '6r sheaves
and again placed in an upright position
in large shocks. Nevér allow it to lie
down, as in that position it will deterior-
ate very rapidly by fermentation, mould-
ing, leaching, etec.

Nine years out of ten the time when
farmers are busily: engaged digging their
Dotatoes is the best time to lay in a sup-
ply for the whole year., When the far-
mer - is digging potatoes, if their skins
have become hardened so that they will
not easily peel, he can afford to sell po-
tatoes cheaper than after he has been to
the trouble fo pit the potatoes, or to
i:arry them tb the barn basement or cel-
ar.

What is being done at Agassiz can be
copied in other parts of British Colum-
bia, and if the example of utilizing the
rich bench lands of the province be fol-
lowed, it will not be long before a suf-
ficient amount -of fruit will be raised
not only to satisfy home consumption,
but as well furnish much for export. The
future will see a great demand for fruit
in this Burnaby Creek section, and -as
there are hundreds, in fact thousands, of
acres of land in this district with an ele-
vation much less than that upon which
fruit is being raised at Agassiz, there is
no reason why many hundreds of acres
of this land which is now given over to
cattle ranges, should not be planted, to
fruit and ther®y made much more pro-
ductive.—Midway Advance.
MOUNTAIN FRUIT FARMERS.
The Dominion government branch ex-
perimental farm at Agassiz is proving
instrumental in showing that much of
the rough, mountain-side land, usually
considered almost useless, may be used
to good advantage for fruit-growing.
Four orchards have been planted on the
s'de of a mountain at the back of a
farm, at different hLeights, from 150 1e
1,100 feet above the valley, and they
continue to give excellent results.
About 900 trees are now growing in
these orchards, including some of the
most promising varieties of apples, pears,
plums, cherries and peaches, and the
trees continue to manifest remarkable
health, and the foliage and fruit are
much less liable to injury from parasitic
fungi than those growing on the valley
Ievel, the fruit being remarkably clean
and free from spot.

NEW METHQOD OF POACHING .
FISH.

In England, where the game and fish
laws are much more strictly observed
thanp in this country, the “poacher” on
forbidden waters, who is_too anxious to
escape discovery to spend the time ne-
cessary to catching fish with rod and
line, will drop a dynamite cartridge into
a river hole, and after exploding will
scoop up a bagful of fish, which have
floated to the surface from the concus-
sion, An Italian officer, Maj. Michelini,
who has been investigating the qualities
of bullets and rifles, has discovered that
fish can be killed more easily than even
by the dynamite cartridge. The Italian
rifle, which is but .256 inch in diameter,
proved very deficient in stopping power
at the battle of Adowa. Névertheless,
at short ranges, the very high velocity
of the bullet gives rise to a powerful
explosive effect. Maj. Michelini one day
fired one of these guns into water at an
angle of about 45 dégrees. A dead fish
almost immediately rose to the surface.
On examination no wound was discover-
able in the body, the death being due
entirely to the hydraulic shock arising
from the impact of the bullet with the
water. This view was amply confirmed
by further experiments, and many fish
were killed by the blow of the. bullet
on the water exactly as if by an.explo-
sion of a dynamite shell. The effects of
the hydraulic shocks seemed to be suf-
ficient to kill all fish within two feet to
two_feet six inches of the point of im-
pact.

Sir  Herbert Kitchener, besides com-
manding tlae campaign against the Khali-
fa, Kkeeps sha lookout for specimens
and curlos, both for himself and the South
Kensington Museum. He is an Egyptolo-
gist of the keenest kind, and is as intimate-
ly acquainted with the art of unrolling a
mummy as he Is with that of rolling up
and driving before him the forces of the
Khalifa.—London Life.
The National Zeitung declares on the
highest authority that the total amount
of Prince Bismarck's fortune from all
sources at the time of his.death did not
quite reach 2,500,000 marks,and that it is
hurdened, so far as his heirs are concerned,
with several considerable annuities. The
convertible value of the late ex-Chancel
Jor’s orders and silver preseniation plate is
appralsed in the same journal at less than
50,000 marks. A .
Russia. has been at no pains to conceal
her policy of ‘“take all I can'get and give
nothing.”” She has been taking from China
all along, and so far we fail to see that
China has benefitted in any single instance.
therefore. wby continue the unprofitabie
game? If it is terror, why does not China
grasp eagerly at the substantial straw
held out to her by England and piace the
organization of her army and navy in
British hands? In a very short time she
would then be in a position to make her
own terms with Russla, or with any other
power, and that is what England wants
to see.—Pekin Times.
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Professor Kordenksjold’s Fossils
From the North for Upsala
University.

A Scientist’s Opinion of Andree’s
Disappearaneée — Northern
. Lake Soundings.

W. A. Nordenskjold, professor of min-
eralogy at the world’s renowned Upsala
University, registered at the Victoria last
evening, having arrived on yesterday’s
Islander from Vanecouver. He expects
to leave shortly for Sweden where he
will keep in correspondence with his
party still in the North. These number
seven and with Professor Norﬁeuskjold
-as their leader had left Victoria for the
Yukon in May last with a view of study-
ing the geological characteristics of that
gold-bearing region and incidentally
making all possible inquiry as to th
whereabouts of Andree. 4

The party visited all the gold-bearing
disiricts and Professor Nordenskjold re-
turns home highly pleased with the re-
sults of his investigations, several of
which he-found quite reverse to what he
had looked for. His views on the min-
eral formatiens of the country have al-
ready been expressed in the Coloaist,
Leing in effect that he does not account
for the presence of the gold on the Yu-
kon by glacial theory. He foumy no
evidences of glaciers down as far as
Lake La Barge, but in the fossil remains
of mammoths picked up here and there
in gulches, and arrow heads made of
native copper, he believes he has found
traces of a time when the Klondike coun-
try had an entirely different climate to
that which it now has, when these mas-
todons existed and when the gold drift-
ed as it is now found in a state of re-
frigeration. :

He has a very large collection of mam-
moth teeth and tusks, which at one time
belonged to animals about the size of the
elephant. These things have been found
before in the North but have not been
generally known of. The most of the
Professor’s collections are decayed, but
are valuable nevertheless.

In making soundings of the Northern
lakes he found La Barge to be consid-
erably the deepest, a depth of 430 feet
having been struck in one place. Pro-
fessor Nordenskjold regrets not having
visited Atlin lake, as he says the speci-
mens of ore which he has from there are
different from other specimens he has.
Should he make another trip North,
which matter depends largely on the data
the party now on the Yukon send to
Sweden, he will not overlook this lake.
Andree, Mr. Nordenskjold never ex-
pects to hear of again, as after loosing
the pigeon in the Arctic he believes the
lost aeronaut was caught by currents
and carried around, cireling until finally
his air ship dropped.

A'DUSTLESS TRACK.

The Oil Sprinkling Experiment a Pro-
nounced Success.

From the Boston Transcript.
Oil sprinkling on the tracks of the
Boston and Albany railroad in this state
is about over for this year. The com-
pany has been greatly pleased with what
nas been done, and Chief Engineer Wal-
ter Shepard réported fo-day that the
sprinkling has proceeded westward from
Boston as far as the 114th mile post,
excepting a few short stretches of track
in = Brookfield, Huntingdon, and one
or two other places, where the
grade has been changed 'mcen-tly.
This takes the sprinkled section some
distance beyond Springfield, and it is
the mtention to finish- thke work as
far as Chester this month, when further
sprinkling will be postponed until next
year.
All that is needed to prove the effi-
cacy of this method of laying the dust
along the roadbed, so the officials say,
is the sight of a train passing over the
sprinkled sections at high speed. Where
such a train was formerly followed'by
a whirling cloud -ef dust, there is now
hardly any disturbance of that sort; and
the railroad men say that it saves 'roll-
ing stock because it prevents particles
of grit from getting into the running
gear and wearing it out. Crude oil has
been used on the Boston and Albany
tracks, and it has cost, roughly speak-
ing, $150 a mile. This includes ghe
first cost of the oil, the transportation
to this state and the cost of the license
and right to build and use a sprinkling
car under the patents of the company
that controls this method of treating
roadbeds. The Boston and Albany com-
pany has used about 82 tanks of oil
this season, and will use ten more be-
fare finishing the work laid eut. A tank-
ful_is about 6,000 gallons. ’
The company has been using a sprink-
ling car fitted up according to the pa-
tented plans of the roadbed company.
'This is merely an ordinary platform car,
over which is constructed a framework
of pipes, with valves and controllers,
which supply the oil to a perforated
cross-pipe, extending across the track
underneath the car, and with a move-
able arm that can be extended out at
one side whenever it is desired to sprin-
kle the slope of an embankment. A small
shield is so fastened that it at all times
prevents the oil from falling on the rails.
This pipe car is always used in con-
nection with a tank car, th pipe car,
tank car and locomotive constituting the
sprinkler train. -
p'I'his first sprinkling of oil perforates
the ballast to a depth of about four
inched, .and cakes together the fine par-
ticles of dust, forming an oily surface,
which net only prevents @he.dust from
being whirled about, so it is clulmgd,
but also keeps the rain from penetrating
and washing away the ballast. In at_l-
dition, the advantages claimed for th}s
treatment of the roadbed are that it
prevents many hot boxes, by keeping the
dust out of thé running gear, prevents
frost from damaging the pallasr, de~
stroys and prevents vegetation, and re-
duces the noise of trains. The oil used
is almost odorless and is non-inflamma-
ble, and it is asserted. that the rains
renew its surface by washink off the
dust that accumulates on it after the
first sprinkling. ¥ :
Only one sprinkling a year is required.
The ecompany will sprinkle again mnext
summer, but since the roadbed will then
have had one sprinkling, only about one-
third of the first amount of oil ~will
have to be used in the treatment.
Whether it will be necessary to sprinkle
again in the third summer is an open
question, for the reafon that none of
the roads that so far have tried this
treatment have had it on trial as long
as a third season.
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HIS TIME OF TRIAL.

Canada is persuaded that Governer
Ogilvie of the Yukon is thoroughly in-
corruptible and that he showed rare ef-
ficiency as an administrator when he
had the whole business in his own hands.

Greatness came to Mr. Ogilvie when
he conld deal eye to eye with every min-
er in the Yukon, and his fome may col-
lapse amid the trials of a position in
which his reputation depends upon the
honesty of subordinates who may have
been forced upon him.

When Mr. Ogilvie was first in the Yu-
kon he had a free hand, and now he has
to work under Mr. Sifton’s rules with a
staff of political favorites.

It may be that Mr. Ogilvie will be
equal to the duties of the place. It may
be necessary for him to displease his im-
mediate masters at Ottawa in order to
please the country, but Mr. Ogilvie in the
right will be stronger than the govern-
ment in the wrong, and no minister dare
lay a hand on him if he be strong
enough to strike a~rascal wherever he
sees one, ;

Faith in the honesty of Wm. Ogilvie
is not to be perverted inta. a shield for
rascality in the Yukon. Mr. Ogilvie is
all right. He has proved that he can be
honest himself. Whether he can keep
subordinates honest is another question.
—Toronto. Telegram,

WHAT GOLD COSTS TO GET.
W‘hen Sir Charles Tupper remarked
during the Yukon debate, last session,
that every dollar’s worth of gold cost
a dollar to get, the statement was ridi-
culed in some quarters as absurd, but
a calculation just published by Mr.
Moreton Erewen, the well-known Eng-
lish economist, shows that the Conserva-
tive leader’s assertion was amply justifi-
«d. Estimating the number of miners
now ii Yukon at 20,000, and the cost
of their supplies for a year at per
head, we get a total admittedly larger
than the gold output, to say nothing of
the labor bill, which must be set down as
a big balance on the wrong side. Ap-
parently, more money goes into the Yu-
kon tham comes out of it. But the Yu-
kon does not differ in this point from
other great gold fields in the early stages
of their development. The gross yield of
California -in 1853 was $65,000,000, and
it cost $335,000,000 in wages to get it.
Wages were' then $7 a -day; by 1856
the rate had fallen to $4 a day, but it
still cost $33,000,000 to get $55,000,000
worth of gold. In Australia in 1854
Professor Stanley Jevons was informed
that the average production of gold per
miner was worth $28, while the average
wages were $65. Even when the indus-
try is well established, its returns are by
no means as lucrative as is generally
supposed. In 1894 there were 6,400
miners engaged in alluvial mining in the
colony of Victoria; their average yearly
production was $170; in the quartz mines
where capital and machinery are requir-
ed, 5,556 men were working, and pro-
ducing $440 per head in a year. The
heavy yields of gold are exceptional, and
befall a, few lucky people.—Montreal
Gazette.
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AUTHOR OF *QUO VADIS.”

Sienkiewicz, the Famous Pole About to
Visit America Barly.

Sienkiewicz, the famous Polish author,
is coming to America during the latter part
of this month, and almost the first place he
will visit will be Washington, where he will
sgend several weeks with friends. The cel-
ebrated author of “Quo Vadis” will be as-
sured of a warm welcome when he reaches
Washington, as a number of private enter-
tainments in his honor will take place. The
immense popularfty of ‘‘Quo Vadis” un-
doubtedly has had much to do with the
prospective visit of
for the earlier impressions gathered by Mr.
Sienkiewicz on his former visit to America
some twenty years ago were not calculated
to Induce him to once mofe come to these
shores.

Sienkiewicz first came to America as a
young man. At that time, in the early 70s,
he. was imbued with high ideas. He
thought the present system of life was all
wrong and founded upon false beliefs of
the conduct of human life, His visit to
America and his departure from Europe
have been likened to the voyage of Col-
umbus, turning his back upon oné. world
and seeking in the far West a land where
he might realize his beliefs. Sienkiewicz
Ppassed quickly through the United States
and went to the Southern part of Califor-
nia, where he joined a pa of Socialists,
who had a grand colonization scheme oh
hand. There were about eighty men and
women in the colony, and they took “f
land under the homestead act. The eol-
ony was founded on the principle of all
men being equal and therefore, entitled
‘to a lving+-as well as the rest. The men
labored in the fields, for it was an agricul-
tural colony.

; In this equal community the most con-
‘spicuous persons at that time were the Ac-
tress Helene Modjeska and her husband.
Count Rozenta, who had left the world be-
hind for the sake of entering upon this
vita novus, or new life,

A number of other distinguished Poles
also found homes gn the colony, and dur-
ing the summer of 1877 the colony thrived
and prospered, and Sienkiewicz doubtless
believed that he had at last found the new
life of which he dreamed. .

And. then in the fall the crash came. It
was just when the commuhity was prepar-
ing to enter upon the winter that a trusted
officer of the community, who had charge
of the finances of the colony, disappeared.
He was later heard from in Australia, but
was hever captured. The betrayal of the
trust by this ungrateful man, who abscond-
ed with the savings of nearly 100 people,
so shattered the beliefs of the community
in haman nature that it was immediately
abandoned. Modjeska returne@ to the stage
and Sienkiewicz, almost heart broken at
the annihilation of his dearest hopes, re-
turned to New York, where be endeavored
to _secure work.

His experience in New York, however,
was even more discouraging than his life
in the colony in California. He knew lit-
tle English, had very little money, and no
friends. For nearly six months he exist-
ed in New York, but he could find no work.
He finally made an arrangement whereby
he was to write up his impressions of New
York for a St. Petersburg newspaper and
a 'Warsaw journal. This was the first time
the novelist tried his pen, and he met with
a fair success. The letters were a series
of articles on ‘“The Far West,”” and they
first attracted attention to the. young au-
thor and brought him the first of the re-
cognition which has become so0 universal.
'He finally left America and returned to
Poland, arriving there in 1878.

Not the least Interesting feature of the
visit.of the great Polish writer to this
country is that he will be accompanied by
his daughter, Jadwiga, who is the constant
and inseparable companion of the novelist.
Jadwiga is deseri as a pretty girl of
16, who inherits many of her father’s gual-
ities. Personaily, Sienkiewicz is a charm-
ing and courteous gentleman. The two are

the mountains of Galicia, where they spend
the summer months nearly every year.
Zakopane is the resort of the artistic_and
literary elements of Polish soclety. Here
the father is usually engaged upon a new
novel. while Jadwiga enjoys .the mountain
climbing.

Dnrlnfz his stay In America, Sienkiewiez
will be, at least for a timeé, the guest of
Jeremiah Curtin, the translator, who has
done so much to introduce the great Polish
novelist to the English-reading world.

Mande—Funny what curious eves some
people have! T showed my new photo-
graph to the Nellsons to-day. He said it
was awfully, pretty, and she said it didn't
Inok a bit llke me. Edith—8n jt seems
“hat husband and wife ean think alike,
“doesn’t, it?’—Boston Transcript.
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the celebrated author, | trolling interest in the property at the

very popular at the village of Zakopane, in|:

«lothes, dresses, silks, feathers and wool

INTERESTING 'TO SURVEYORS.

Argument on Mr. Fergusson’s Motion

Settles a Question on Examination
of Candidates for Practice.

. There was a point ef some interest to
eivil engineers decided by Mr. Justice
Martin yesterday, it practically settling
the question of the interpretstion of the
provisions of the act relating to the ex-
amination of candidates desiring to prac-
tise in the province. It came up on
the argument on the motion ef Mr. A.
D. Crease acting for Mr. John Coleman
Fergusson as to why a writ of manda-
mus should not issue to the board of ex-
aminers requiring them to grant a com-
mission to Mr. Fergusson as a provin-
cial land surveyor. Mr. Fergusson
claimed that as he was a member of the
Institute of Civil Engineers, a recog-
nized body, he should only be re-
quired to pass an examination on the
system of surveying as applied to this
province and that the board should not
compel him to undergo also an exam-
ination such as pupils had to pass.

The Attorney-General admitted that
the board had no authority to pass a min-
ute preseribing that a rectognized civil
engineer should go through the same ex-
amination as a pupil, but he put in affi-
davits from the examiners stating that
Mr. Fergusson had failed to satisfy them
as to his knowledge of the system of
provincial surveys.

The motion was refused on this latter
ground, mamely, that Mr, Fergusson had
not proved to the examiners a proper
knowledge of the provincial system of
surveys; the statement of the Attorney-
General settles that a reecognized eivil
engineer does not require to pass the
pupils’ examination.

ROSSLAND.
The city is to be lighted at once by
five arc lights as a beginning., The coun-
cil have decided to accept the proposition
of the West Kootenay Power and Light
Company to furnish the lights at the rate
of $96 yearly. Each of the lamps will |
be of the regulation 2,000 candle power.
The claims against the bankrupt O.K.
company were heard recently by Justice
Walkem in the Supreme court. The
account of the Old National Bank of
Spokane for some $34,000 claimed to
have been agdvanced to the O.
K. company came

in control of the eompany, gave the bank.
With the proceeds they erected the

perty. Later President Warner took up

company.
Richard Plewman, is contesting the
claims in the interests of the share-
holders. He particularly objects to one
claim of $17,000 included in the account
presented by the bank. :
W. E. Wright has returned from a trip
to the Mountain Chief group on Lower
Arrow lake, owned by the Golden Gate
Mining Company. Mr. Wright took
seven average samples from different
openings on the vein, and had an assay
made on the mixed pulp from the whole
lot of samples.
lows:
copper, 30.2 per—cent. On the basis of
12 cents per pound for copper, the assay
value of .the rock was pSP’;E2.48. The
ledge, Mr. Wright says, can be traced
for a quarter of a mile up the hillside,
and is all of 24 feet in width.

The management of the Iron Colt
company are making arrangements to e~
sume work on the property at once.
Messrs. Mann & Mackenzie, the rail-
way contractors, who are among the
largest holders of Iron Colt scrip, are
desirous of seeing work started up again
at once. The Hastern shareholders are
willing, if necessary, to form a pool, and
subscribe funds with which to carry on
operations. An offer for the entire con-

rate of 10 cents per share has
made and refused. Another offer has
also been made to take the remaining
treasury stock, amounting to 100,000
shares, at the rate of 10 cents per share.
The offer has not been accepted. The
recent developments in the Columbia-
Kootenay have greatly strengthened the
faith of the Iron Colt sharcholders in
the value of their property.

~In Every Provinge.

DIATIOND DYES]|
fire True Home Favorites.

*“I find great pleasure in dyeing with the
wonderful Diamond Dyes. 'They make old

goods Jook: as good as new.’”
-MRS. M. R. BELL,

i Victoria Harbor, Ont.
“Have used the Diamond Dyes for ‘many
years, and they have proved true and sure
to color every time. 'They are without
doubt the best of all dyes.”
MRS. J. G. WALKER,

Quebee, P. Q.
wife, and have used
years, and am well
satisfied with them. I highly recommend
Diamond Dyes; they are the mosts valuable
and surest of all dye stuffs.”

MRS. A. HODGES,
Nicholswille, N. 8.

“I have used a great many of the Dia-|
mond Dyes, and find them the best for all
kinds of dycing; will have no other kind

for my work.” i
; MRS. JAS. HARRIS, * “ "
Robinsonville, N. B.

“I have used the Diamond Dyes with}
great success. ,1 recommend them to all
ladies who wish to do their owm dyeing.
For celoring dress goods they dre just

perfect.”
MRS. McNEILL, 2
Stanley Bridge; P. E. I
“The Diamond Dyes are a great suc-
cess. 1 have used them several times
and they always turn out lovely colorn.’
I am delighted with them.’” o

“I am a farmer's
Diamond Dyes for

MRS. JOHN LOWE,
West Selkirk, ‘Man,
‘“We use the Diamond Dyes and  find
them fast and beautiful .celors; they are

he best.”
ot MRS. CHAS. JOHNSTON,
Montgomery, N. W. T.
“The Diamond Dyes are the best sold
in the country; they always give me satis-
faction, and I will always praise them.”
MARY A. STEADMAN,
Vancouver, B. C.
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The title
Ironmaster,
gé Bell, whose work was by no means
n.
full point of his lines; at others he was
forced and disappeinting.
Bates Post was an acceptable Duc de
Bligney.
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Adams, as Mons.
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a unny role, u & 8
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his conseientious work than any of the
other members
perhaps ‘Mr,
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and sustained . her p;q:f v
would be wise never to
| very much. ‘When she speaks moderate-
ly her tone is very pleasing, but in such
a scene as that where she quarrels with
Mlle. Moulinet it becomes harsh, Her
costumes were very
acting was at times
Anna Shryma, as Anthomas Moulinet
showed lack of training.
C: Warde was as
Beaulieu as
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s —————-—-——-‘ e pretty Susanne Derblay,
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Perfectly Cured

Weak and Low Spirited —Nervous
Prostration — Appetite Peer and
Could Not Rest.

%I take'great pleasure in recommending
Hood’s Sarssparilla to others. It has been
the meanw of restoring my wife to- good
health. She was stricken down with - an
attack of nervous prostration. She suf-
fered with headaches and her nerves were
under severe strain.¥8She became very
low spirited and so weak she could. only
do a littde work without resting. Her
appetite was poor, and being so weak
she could not get the proper rest at night.
She decided to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla, as
we had heard i highly praised, and I am
glad to state that Hood’s Sarsaparilla has
perfectly cured all her ailinents.” G.
RRELLAMY, 321 Hannah St., West, Hamil-
ton, Ontariv. Jemember

Hood’s %

.
paritia
I3 the Best—in fact the One True Blood Puri-
fler. All druggists. $1, six {or S50 Get Hood's.

Hood’s Pills

are tasteless. mild. ;;a-o:
tive. All druggists. 250

MUSIE AND THS DRAMA

The Hendersen 06. Open Their

Three Nights’ Engagement
With ‘““The Ironmaster.”

B

Winnipeg Singers of Sweet Songs

Entertain at the Institute
Hall.

George Ohnet’s strong play, “The

Ironmaster,” drew a large house to the
up first. The| Victoria theatre last evening, where it

claim was based primarily on five notes | was presented by the Henderson com-
which the Warners, who were formerly pany.

“The Ilronmaster” .abounds in

strong situations, and the dialogue is

To do it justice requires

role of Philippe Derblay, the
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ent. The setting of

was actistic and ac-
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“A Serip of Pa; will be x-iven to-
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is nr;%a;rdédfu u;)ene : oat brillizas
CO! es O centu t
the very best examp e ey
struetion ‘and
. by Victorien

of the most brilliant
ples of ' the skill in con-

Sirdon, the F

cramatist, “A Scrap’ omr”m::l:»

the piece de-resistance of Mr, and Mrs,

Kendall, and by them was made  fa-

the American public. =~ The

Hender;on company give the Kendall

version, The leading parts will be sus- -

tained by Miss A elaide” Fitzallen, Mr.

Edward . M., , ‘Miss" Frankie

mond, Mr.'G. B, Post, Mr,.

sett, Mr. Chas. Fleming.

evening the engagement of th

Lzﬁtion will end with Bronson

Young Mrs. - Winthrop,” . .a comedy

g:antlvamwh;ch_enjo%ed a New York run

(i rs, and a

nearly as long a time. Lo?xflon ma
Stop that Cough! Take warning. ' It ma;

lead to ption.. A 25c.. hottle of Spi.

ba’s Cure” y 1
e e ol il

The pear]
of . Ansm:ﬂ

necklace which the Emperor
resented ‘to the late’ nmm
christening of the. Crown Prince
Rudolph has been left to the young Arch-
duchess Blizabeth, -together with mian
other .Jewels, . by her grandmother’s will.
The ,Ell)l;sress 8 own jewels, independent of
those belonging to"the Crown, ‘were not
long. since. valued at’over '$7.000,000.

B AL
" Oatarrh Cured. 'A' ¢lear h
breath secured with Bwoh':&t:-ighm
edy. We sell six ttles for $3 and guaran-
tee an absolute ‘cure. ' 80ld by Cyrus H.
Howes. ! R :
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HEATL—At Lake District on the'12¢

Sarah ""gaehlde. the bﬁovelllzgitg of

Henry Heal,
aged 28 years. ; a native of Saanich,

NOTICE

Section 109, Sooke District—Hstate of the
Late G. W. Brown, Deceased. |

Tenders will be recelved by the under-
signed up to the 20th day of: November,
A.D. 1898, for the purchase of above sec-
tion, containing 117 acres, alder bottom,
and easily cleared. Good site for canmery,
situate at the head ¢f Bechey Bay. .

Before any tender can ‘be accepted the
approval -of the Court must :be obtained.

Dated 20th October, A.D, 1808 °
DRAKE, JACKSON AND HELMECKEN,

“ee Toble and'Dalsv, Purest ard Bes®

Thise

Solicitors. for the Trustees.
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