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pr who was to take hie mistress to bis 
arme within a few short hours.

Lilian is very beautiful!’ 
claimed, mimicking Harold’s 
tone.

Breech Loading GUNS.absent
‘Why, you speak as if she were 

some picture or statue! 
way with you fellows on wl 
gods have bestowed the rarest and 
most precious gifts they have to 
give. Why, If I—I were in your place 
I think I should die to-night of ex
cessive Joy.’

■Perhaps it wouM be as well,’ said 
Harold, mechanically.

Gerald started and stared.
‘What did you say?’ *
•I—oh, I didn’t say anything, I 

think. Have you got a drop, of 
brandy anywhere about? I have 
caught a chill, I think.’

‘It’s those beastly railway car
riages,’ said Gerald, sympathetically, 
'They nearly1 kill me. I'll bring you 
something in a minute—no, I’ll go 

Got a chill! You make me 
! I want you to turn out to- 

fresh as paint,, and as
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THE PERFECTION OF EXCELLENCEmyself, 
tremble 
morrow as 
handsome as Antonlous,’ and he boun
ced from the room.

Harold sank into a ctoir and stared 
at the fire—just as Dajvson Slade, If 
he could only have seen him, was 
sitting and staring at his Are at that 
very moment—and shivered.

‘Yes, i’ve got a chill,’ he muttered; 
‘but it isn’t the railway ‘carriages: 
it's the four sleepless nights. As 
fresh as paint!’ and with a grim smile 
he looked up at the glass. T look as 
if I were going to be hung.’ Then he 
started up and paced the room im
patiently.

‘Heaven and earth, am I mad! 1 
must be bewitched!» Here I am going 
to marry the loveliest creature on 
earth, the girl whom I would have 
died for a month ago—and—and I 
feel like this! Shame, shame on me 
for a fickle, shallow-hearted fool to— 
and yet, how can I help it? I have 
striven to forget her—have struggled 
hard with my folly, but all to.no pur
pose. Sleeping and waking, that oth
er sweet face haunts me. Those eyes 
of hers are never out of my sight. 1 
can feel the touch of her fingers on 
mine, even hear her voice. I have but 
to chance to hear or read her name 

,—‘Ethel’—and my heart throbs. God 
knows I have fought hard, but I have 
lost the battle. 1 know I love her. 1 
love Lilian, too, love her dearly. 1 
would die for her now this moment; 
but 1 love that gentle, sweet-faced 
girl better! And I have only seei 
her three times in my life! If I coult 
only deaden my heart ‘ and senses 
Time would cure me; it must, V. 
shall ! I am to marry Lilian, and I 
will force my love back to her..t It it 
not a hard task, God knows! It wil 
not be hard for me once I have for 
gotten that other. Would to Heaven 
I had never seen her! And she—ah! 
that's the worst of it!—fool as 1 am 
I have got the idea into my head that 
she—that she—could learn to lovr 
me. No, no! that’s madness! and yet 
—if it is true—oh, Heaven, how sweet 
it would have been. Phew ! I mus 
be going out of my mind. Come, let 
meKpIay the man, and get rid of this 
hallucination. At any rate, let mo 
stay this folly,’ and he sank intc 
the chair again as the door opened.

To be continued.
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old, who seemed to realize rather too 
profoundly his approaching responsi
bility. •> » rS >. l v v. t

Prompted by a feeling of delicacy 
as much as front any necessity he had 
been staying up at town, whither he 
had gone to see'lawyers, buy clothes, 
‘and have his hair cut,’ as he said, 
and it was arranged that he should 
stay at the Grange on his return, un
til the day.

The wedding had been fixed foi 
.Vedncsday, and, on the Tuesday he 
was expected to return in time foi 
uncheon.

Gerald had intended to go to th 
dation to meet him, but he had let out 
-hat he had one of his headaches, and 
.he duchess had insisted upon his re 
naining within doors, more especial
ly as the day had turned out wild and 
wet.

‘Pray stay at home quietly, my dear 
-hild,' she entreated. ‘You don’t 
want to be ill to go to the church to
morrow.’

•Aunt, I’d go if I had to be carried 
he said, but he allowed

that 1 have. But Lilian is not om 
of the laughing sort. She looks.happ 
enough—at least—I—what a strang' 
fellow you are, Slade ! What are y> i 
aimin' at?’ and he bagan to loot 
troubled and perplexed.

Slade stared at the fire.
•Nothing,' he repliad, absently. ‘O 

course she is happy. Why shoul 
she not be?’

Why, indeed,’ said1 Gerald, but i 
was some time before he could shat- 
off the impression which the strang 
question had ttijade.

He had not heard her laugh, it wa: 
true, but he hâd seen her smile, an. 
that more frequently during the iai 
week than in earlier days. As he ha 
said, Lilian Wopdltigh was not one c 
the laughing order of girls, but he 
smile was more expressive and sig 
nifleant than the most pronounce) 
giggle, and she seemed happy.

He had seen her every day foi 
weeks past, and had not once beet 
reminded by any look in her face o 
the strange outburst with which ah. 
bad received his wedding present.

Calm and serene, and even smllint 
she moved about among them neithe 
depressed nor excited, but just placic 
ly contented.

She was not half so grave' as Har-

to marry Lilianjyvurself, my dear Ger
ald,’ said the duchess, smiling.

And he had to turn aside quickl) 
to hide the sudden flush which swept 
over his face. ,

•You see, Lilian had grown to b 
like a sister to me, aunt,’ he said, 
quietly. ‘ I shouldn t like the most 
important day in her. life to pass ovfi 
as if it were an ordianary one.’

There is not much fear of that, 
laughed her grace.

‘ I shall have only one icgret,’ In 
added, * and that will be that po< t 
old Slade will not be able to be will 
us. ’

• Perhaps he will,’ said her grace, 
‘ he seems so much better.’

■ * No,’ said Greald. ‘I hoped that 
he would, but he said to-day that he 
couldn’t manage it, end seemed to 
dread the idea of attempting the ex
ertion.’

Ten days had passed since Eth< 1 
had told her story, and, though Sladi 
had gradual y improved and gainei 
strength, he still remained at the cott 
ige, and almost kept his room. Some 
times he would walk slowly up and 
down the lane, but he seemed to 
shrink from any further contact «4.1. 
the outsiAe world, add avoided th 
visitors who still came with inquiries 
and kind wishes.

Nevertheless, he was making pro 
gress, and, notably, had shaken oi 
that dangerous indifference and las: 
itude. Of everything that was goin 
on, he was kept closely informed bj 
Louis, who, on some pretext or ai.- 
o.her, was frequently at the Grange 
and the Hall.

Gerald came almost daily, and would 
sit and tell of the preparations ihn 
were being made,' and dilate on 
Lilian’s, beauty and general angelic 
perfection, nnd would never fall to 
leplore teat, Slade could not be there 

to see her married ; and Slade «youlti 
•it, his head leaning on his hand, his 
h s face shaded and his eyes fixed tti 
the fire, listening,—generally in sil
ence. Bomelim s be would ask hi w 
Lilian was. One afternoon he startl
ed Gerald by a strange question.

« You say that she is quite we!'. 
Have you heard her laugh lately ?’

• Heard her laugh,’ repeated Gtr 
a'd, staring at him and laughing him
self. ‘What-a queer question, oln 
chap.,’

‘ VVs, hut have you? he demanded, 
with the irritation which his illness 
seemed to have developed.
. • Will, upon my word, 1 can’t sa)
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

Those Beastly CaPrlagw.
rj-IND it did seem as if tha 
IAI eccentric gentleman had been 
|i, 1| playing a purposeless gam-. 
Since the afternoon when he had ob
tained the letters and pocketbook, 
neither Laura nor anyone else in the 
neighborhood had seen him. He had 
gone as quietly as he had come, and 
there seemed to be an end to him 
and his mysterious proceedings, it 
is true he had left his portmanteau at 
the farm ; but Jones had told Lady 
Warner, who had mentioned him 
casually, in Laura’s hearing, that he 
had had gone abroad, and would not 
return for months.

Baffled and helpless, Lmra had to 
prepare to assist at the marriage which 
she would have moved heaven and 
earth to prevent.

x Throughout the preparti >ns there 
wtW almost as much excitement at
the^tirângeas at the Ha l. Gerald, 
to hii great delight, harf been asked 
to act as groomsman; and if he had 
been;Harold’s pwn brother, he could 
nojtmave shown more affectionate in

terest and enthusiasm. He was back
ward and forward between the Grange 
and the Hall every day he caused 
materials for a huge bonfize to he 
reared on the village grenjHfcsist d 
upon the duke and everybd^jBhe I e 
could get hold df making this day a 
general holiday for the workpeople 
and laborers; stripped the Grange’s 
hothouses for flowers to decorate bis
hop all the way from Benchmoor tq 
officiate. „ ' '

‘ One would think you weie going

PIANOS and
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theStomact
But chronic Indigestion will disappe; 

when the liver, kidneys and bow
els are set right by DR. A. W.

CHASE’S KIDNEY AND 
LIVER PILLS 

Yon are skeptical.
For you have tried many medicim 

and still suffer from indigestion wit 
all its annoying symptoms.

Take a new line.
Leave the stomach alone, for tl 

source of trouble is in the intestine 
and healthful digestion can be restore 
by the use of Dr. A. W. Chase’s Kb 
ney and Liver Pills.

Mr. C. D. Bennett, Maple Grov 
Megantic Co., Que., writes:—“I hn 
dyspepsia very bad. The food won’ 
sour, my stomach would swell up. 
suffered a great deal and could m 
sleep. As the result of using- D 
Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills I am no

High Grades. Easy Prices,n a shutter, 
he carriage to start without him, and 
ontented himself/ with standing at 
he hall window to be the first to wel- 
ome Harold. ‘He’ll come back radi- 
nt, dear fellow.* he murmured, as 

he heard the carriage come up the 
drive; but when the door opened and 
Harold entered, he did not look par
ticularly radiant; indeed, as Gerald 
grasped his hands ahd looked up at 
him, he saw that the dear old fellow 
had come back from his stay in town 
graver and more serious than ever.

‘Tired out, old man, and cold, I’ll

m^All Guaranteed. No 
market. Stocks always on hand

;‘Had Colds in the 
Head for Years.”
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Dr. Bevel’s Menthol Inhaler gives 
instant relief in cases of Inflammation 
of the mucous lining of the nose, 
throat, eye or intestines—in less than 
a minute after the first application the 
air passages are freed, and the breath
ing becomes natural and easy—the 
most acute attacks of cold in the head 
are cured in a few^iours—cures inci
pient catarrh In a üw days—and will 
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breath—heals the ulcers—and in an in
credibly- short while absorbs and dries 
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