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'i‘xve automobile drivers were con-’
Y ucted on Mcndayof having exceed2d
.“the speed limit, arul fined. This is a’
.There are about

\verv good starty’ |
*lis

ﬁ(ty more due to: parade before
Worshlp any of these fine mornin’s.
It would do no harm to raise the zale
on Aﬁ\e,. neXt "pbatch. ¥

Mr. Monk ‘says the Liberal Govern-

! pointed.

}parent object, is bad when considered :

in '1té effect upon the freedom of the
| Prcvinces and upon the tariff system.

A tariff commission is to be ap-
It is to be permanent, =nd
advisory to the Government. Nalur-
ally it will be composed of men in
agreement with the protectionist
theory. Naturally these men will de-

| vote themselves to seeking opportuai-

ties to put their pet theory into’ prac-
tice, rather than opportunities for les-
sening the tax-rate on the consumecf.
Their voluntary advising, it may ba
taken, will be more in the way of
tariff increases than of tariff reduaz-
tions. 'And in time of stress the com-
mission will constitute a hedge behind
which the Government may hide wnen
blamed for not reducing the tariff or
for having raised it. The commizsinn
will be advertised as experts. When
an applic;ation is made to the Gover:i-
ment for tariff reduction it will be re-
ferred tc the commission and the ad-
vice of this ccmmission of protection-
ists will be final. Instead of having 10
run the gauntlet of Parliament ouly,
a proposal for reduction will, hara-
after have first to get through Ve
barrier of the tariff commission, with

ment lost groungd im” Quebet because |it is said, Hon. George E. Foster at

Sir Wilfrid Laurier refused to impose
‘separate Schools on- the new prov-
inces: the-Oranze $éntinel in Ontario
waged merry warfg:re .against the
Government because Sir Wilfrid “fast-
ened’’'separate schoéls on the new pro-
Avmces. Thus was reczprocity bea‘en
e S <
Th.e Provineial Government ‘will e
operate thh ‘the Crow’'s Nest mines’
ownex& in the estabhshment of-a sta-
tion quy equlpped “with modérn ap-
pliances fm'. rescuing entombed min-
ers: The mave isy an excellent one,
The ‘first businéss'of a‘government is
to protect the lives "of its subjects;
and no_class of people in Alberta ire
subject to ,peril oftener than thoss

who toil below ground-to produce-the | 1o referred,

fuel without which-life on the pli'ns
waould be impossible.

its head. When a proposal for tariff
increase comes along it will also be
referred to this commission of pro-
tectionists, who will scan the stars ior
excuses a8 to why the increase should
de granted—not unsucecessfully if Mr,

Foster is the chief astronomer. ‘'he |
composed as it must pe |

conunission,
of men in sympathy with the taruf
views of the Ministers, will be a bur-
eau where those wanting ‘tariff in-
creases may conveniently lcdge their
demands, with the assurance of an at-
tentive hearing and of a sympathetic
presentation of their case being mada

to the already sympathetiéally—inclln-_
constitute a |
tribunal to which the humble consum- |

ed Ministers. It will

er who desires a reduction in the tarift
and beyound whicn
he can make no progress until he Fas
convinced the board of irresponsible

— - : and hide-bound protectionists of the

The estimatei,pr_épa.red by:the v
joud civic departments fcretell a -
son of great activity in-the improve-
ment of streets and the extension- of
the public service systéms.  What
with a larger paving program ‘thaa
ever attempted before,
on a wholesale scale, the expenditare
of a quarter of a millian dollars: in
street railway extensions, of $6(_),000
in extending thc electric lighting sys-

‘benefits Of tariff reduction.
fventor of plausible excuses for maii-

boulevardiag {the Government;

As an In-

taining” and bocsting the tariff, and
as’'a stony-fa_ced repressor of move-
ments fo¥ tariff reduction,
mission will do

the com-
valiant service for
and proportionately
great damage to the ccuntry at large.

The Government 15 to ‘“‘co-operate’’

‘other, while good enough in its 4p~4

I}

with “the® Provinces.in .bettering the |

roads Of (the country.” If. this meaat

tem, of $200,000 in improving and ex-: gxmp y Ahat the Domlmon would hauad |

tending the telephone systemy - Ed-
monton will be a large emp‘mer of
labor next summer.

W. M. Germen, M.P., is taking:
grave risks of losing his late-found’
popularity in the Ccmservative camp.
He was allowed election in Welland hy
acclamation because he opposed reci-
procity. But }1e is still a Liberal, and
ventured to remind the House ‘he
other day that the Minister of Finance
is the cabinet representative of the
group of fTorontu financiers who
found the: money for the anti-reci-
proeity campaign, and who would not
stand for Mr. Foster being again put
in charge of the public funds. Mr.
German by reason of his stand ca e
ciprocity is in a better position than
other Liberals to know where the
tremendous anti-reciprocity eampaign
fund came from, and on what condi-
tions.

v

The cocl-headed) Sir Edward Grey
has again preserved British prestige
and - interests abroad withonut provok-
ing war.
last three or four months has been the
most delicate a British foreign secrc-
tary has had to deal with for many
years. Even on Monday when Sir
Edward tose te. speak im the House
of Commons it misht be said of him
as _was' said of Premier Asquifh aot
many months ago: ‘‘He held war andd
peace in his hands.” Had the con-
duct of the: negotiations over the
Morocco incident, or the speech of
Monday, fallen to the lot of any oth:r
than a man of iron nerve and absolute
self-possession the - outcome couid
hardly have been other than war. Sir
Edward is master of the situation Le-
cause he is first of all master of him-
self. - Happy—and safe—is the coun-
try which can produce such men.

.The Montreal Gazette’is quite dis-
pléased with the Laurler Gcvernment
for not_having let the contracts fc1
the Canadian cruisers. The Gazette
seemingly would like Canada to 4
something toward its own defence ard
‘the maintenance of the Empire, a..
well Knows that the Borden Govern-
ment dare do nothing in this dire:-
ticm. - Hénce its" grief that the late
Government did not place the con-
tracts, ‘and thus relieve their succes-
sors from the embarrassing pcsition in
whieh they find themselves because ~f
their Nationalist allies. Had the cou-
tracts been let by the Laurier G)--
ernment, the Borden Government I
eduld have excused themselves to ine
Nationalists. by saying the were,
bound’to fulfil the written and sign:d
undertakings of the preceding Gov-
ernment, whether they approved them
or not. Now they are masters of the
sitiation,'and have to answer to their
empire-hating friends and supportars
foi‘!’what they dc.

’ﬁmmwcmvc PROTECTION,

fhe speech from the throne outlin-
edtwo ‘proposals which’ the Bordan
'i\ﬂnistry may fairly claim credit fos.

The situation during the Fa scheme for bribing and

"complish this,

o‘er ~Yo each prmm(e an - equitable
sum annually to be expended in the
construction eof roa,ds wherever and
however the P~rov1nmal Gmernmnrt
thought best, this would be not-so bad
a; scheme as it is likely to0 turam out.

Buti the proposal is that the Govern- |

ments sha.ll *co-operate.’””” That pre-
sumahly means that they.shall-work
In.some Kkind of partnership; . ‘the
larger. partner of .course stipulating

the gonditions of the partnership; and |

the extefit to 'which it shail contribute.
Practically that ‘can only be expeeted
to work out in discrimination . and
partiality; exercised for the advaniage
cf the party. to which the . Federal
Government belongs and for the pur-
pose of exteniling. the; dominance «f
the Federal Governnment into the af-
fairs of the Provinces. ~ The Provin-
cial Government of the same Darty,

and which managed Provincial affiics

:British Dominions.

so as tc help the Federal ‘Governmant |
in elections, would expect and would |
get more generous treatment than ‘the |

Provineial Government which ingist-

ed on its right to control its provincial |

affairs from the Provincial capital. As
ceoereing
Provincial Govermments into 'the sby-

render of provincial rights and ‘into |
toadying to the Ministers at Otawa, |

the proposal is splendid. As a m#as
of aiding the cause of road improve-
ment witheut. favoritism and withowts

partyism, it is the worst possible form |

that Federal assistance could take.
The wisdom of the Government's
proposal must be considered in the
light of the Government’s
policy. . Viewed in regard to the ta-iff

policy ¢’ the Borden Government this | i |
| the cement merger was formed. The

scheme for making donations towar.ls
the cost of roads is merely a plan for
bribing the farmers with their own
money to allow the tariff to be main-
tained and increased.
the retention of the tariff or its in-

general | ; 0 e
| the Canada Cement company writes |

ment.

The superintendent ot the street
railway system suggests that a com-
prenensive plan of extensions be pre-
pared, which it’ would take several
years to complete, and which, when
completed, would provide a system
fairly well ccvering the field. The
idea is a good one, as good in what it
would avoid as in what it would ac-
complish. The present system looks on
the map like a huge spider; it is all
legs, Without some: definite prcgram
of extension laid down and faithfully
followed out, the tendency will be *0
multiply the legs rather than to link
up the existing lines and run branches
within the enclosed area., A system
which runs tco much to the ‘‘radial”

idea-is expensive to cperate and malkes®

for a «cattered rather than a compact
cic Y.

A delegation from Vancouver—of
Hindus and their sympathizers it is
needless to say—has been urging the
Federal Government to relax the re-
strictions upon immigration from In-
dia. Everyone must sympathize with
the desire of any people to come to so
good a country as Canada. Every
one must recognize that those who
wear medals for fighting Britain’s
battles on the other side of the wor:d
have a strong claim to consideration
in any British Dcmainion. None the
less, elimatic, industrial and other con-
ditions of Canada are as different to
those of India as possible, and any
opening of the gates which would in
vite a wholesale migration of the mil-
lions of  that ecuntry is not to be
thought of.

The Bonden cabinet have adopted
the Fielding estimates for the period
from September to March next, with a
few small items dropped. After all
the raving of the Conservative papers

and members about the squandering |

of public mcmey in unnecessary un-
dertakings it might have been expect-

| ed that the new Ministers would take

the first opportunity to put their pro-
fessed principles into action, and fo
prune down the expenditures to what
they have claimed to think a properly
modest amount. Instead, they accept
the estimates drawn up by the men
whem they denounced as extravagant,
and ask Pariiament to pass these on
their assurance that the objects of the
cxpenditure are g‘,'ood and that the
amounts proposed are reasonable,
Mr Borden grew qurie indignant
that the ‘Opposition should allude to
the presence cf the anti-Imperialisis
in his eabinet. It 1s, he seems to
think, none of the business of Parlia-
ment or of the public if he chooses
to take up with colleagues whose
hatred of the flag paralyzes the Gov-
ernment’s power to do anything in the
way of helping defend its prestige and
authority. So long as he and Mr. Monk
are willing to stand each other’s so-

| ciety—that he thinks fulfils all the re-
quirements of the case, and it is im- |

ps"tmenLe for Parliament to inquire
what the consequence of their cansort-
ing together, is to be to the country
and upon its relations with the other
The Government,
Mr. Bgrden secems to oconceive, existe
fcr tHe welfare and emolument of the
men who happen to hold portfolios,
not for the guidance of public affairs
along lines. satisfactory to the public,
determined by Parliament, and in
furtherance of British tradition and
precedent,
tion of mutually distrusting and mut-

| nally-distrusted gentlemen whom ho

has associated with himself are, ac-
cordingly to swallow their differencas,
ignore the public,. treat Parliamert
with 'contempt, and proceed solely
upon.the principle of.standing tegeth-
er and drawing their salaries.

THE WHY OF THE CEMENT
MERGER.

The magager of one of the mills of

the Bulletin explaining how and why

| cement business in Canada grew up

through the starting of independent

| mills, selling at prices fixed largely by

| local econditicns,
Apologists fer | 2

crease wil lbe able to point out to the |

objecting farmer that if he is paying
mcre for his manufactured gooids

in the constructicm of his road by :the |

money derived from the taxation ¢f
imports.
suade the farmer that he is thus made

! a partner with the manufacturer in the

division of the plunder derived from
his. own spoilation.
cammission, the proposed sop in 4id

i of road-making is merely a device fcr

masking the iniquities of protectiin,
and for making tariff reduction mora
hopeless,

Speaker Sproule headed off a pri-
vate bill relating to banking; he held

It is hoped no doubt to per- |

A few years ago.
however, two American firms_ started
mills in Canada,with large capacitv,
and began to cut prices; cuf them to
such an extent that where in 1907 ce-

than he should pay, he is being aided | ment had sold at $2.58 per barred it

sold in 1909 at $1.50 per barrel. This
brought the other mills into trounla.
Some of the smaller anes went to the
wall; and some of the larges ones—
which were carrying on their opera-

| tions on promissory notes—were urg-

Tike #he tariff |
| stop the competition.

| when it came to get the two American |

ed by the banks to do scmething to
The formation
of the cement merger was the means
taken to stop it. The merger took in
the larger mills or most af: them; but

mills it had, to pay an enormous price
for them. These concerns, at the re-

i duced prices were evidently making =0

that the bill must be preceded by a |
resolution—which means that unless

a majority of the members_agree to

'the resolutiorn the bill cannot he in-

troduced. The ruling is taken as a
sign that private bills aimed- to affect
trade and commerce are tci be dis-

,allowed so far as a strict interpreta-

tion of the Parllai'nentary rules can ac-
Otherwise there might
one of these rdays bhe a bill brought in
having to do with the mergerized
backers of the Government. The “in- :

{ business.

much money that they had to be brib-
ed to sell their plants and quit the
They were bribed out and
the price cf cement boosted from $1.00
per barrel to $2.20 per barrel in Win-
nipeg. This price has been reduced
since to $2.05, and now stands at this
figure, more than twenty-five per cent.

" higher than the minimum price of

1909,

A clearer explanation could hardly
be given of this piece of financial jug-
glery, nor one which more clearly re-

o
vealed the penalty impesed upon the

public by the cement merger. The
merger was fcrmed for thé purpose of

facture and sale of cement. The desire
to stop the competition was brought
about by the fact that two mills amply
financed and capably managed exer-
cised their right to cut prices in- order
to get husiness. Because they did se
mills which were being run on bor-
rowed money—and which in many
cases doubtles “had as little brains at

them—found themselves in straits.

change their business methods. In-
stead cf getting money into their con-
cerns’ and capable men at the head
of them in order to compete with the
 new-comers, the men holding the
Fstock of these mills decided to rig up
a merger and to force the public to
make their worthless stock pay divi-

| dends by arbitrarily bcosting the price

of cement. So the merger was form-
ed, to control absolutely both the out-
put and the price of cement. To do
this the American mills had to bhe
bought up by the merger. But thes
American firms were not anxious to
sell. They were satisfied with the wav
things were .going; were presumably
making money at the reduced prices,
and were prepared to compete with
the other fellows until the cows came
home. The only way these mills coutd
be got out of competitian was to briva
their owners to quit the business and
let the merger takg over the mills at a
long price. The price was paid, the
mills which had given the country the

petiticn in the cement business came
under the control of the merger, com-
petition stopped, and the price of ce-
ment shot up 47 per cent. at a jumm.
It has sagged some since then, but the

I limited, for the merger must find divi-
dends .on the real value of the inde- |
{ pendent plants taken in, on the long

ed concerns, and on the millions f
stock put into the pockets of the
merger-makers which does not repra-
sent any money put into the cement-
making business.
may have mcarre explanations from the
inside of the cement merger. They are
illuminative, interesting, and a half
dozen of them should arouse the pun-
lic to. a degree that would make the
continuance of the tariff on cement
impossible. i
The city council made good selec-
tions to fill the vacant commissioner-
ships. The further thing to be done

hand within the limits laid down by
the charter, and ther to hold them
accountable for the. ccmsequences,
The report of the civic committee is
that the trip to Ottawa might as wetl
not have been made, for all the prac-
tical results. The question of remov-
ing the penitentiary rests where it did

The ill-assorted combina- |

ticn of the armoury! for which the

| city agreed some time ago to provide

the site is to be proceeded with—as it
would have been in any event; if the
city procures lan@ suitable for a new
rifle range the Government will con-

| sent to enter into negotiations lock-

ing to an exchange—which the Gov-
ernment would quite as readily ha\_e
consented to do in answer to a letter;
and the building of a wharf to. retain
the sliding bank of the river is to be
taken into cansideration—which
wharf, by the way, would have been
well on to completion now if Mr.
Borden and his friends had not block-
ed the appropriation for it contained
in the estimates brought down last
sessicm.

~

His Worship has decided that meet-
ings of the ci y commissioners are in
future to be held in secret. Surely
the decision was reached without
much reflection. The commissioners
are under the charter given complete
control of the business cf the citizens

in pursuance of such general lines of
| policy as the council may lay down.
There is no provision in the charter
| for a record of their decisions and
undertakings being kept to which the
public ha\'g access. It is not stipulat-
ed ir the charter that they must re-
port to the council their procedings or
praposals unless these are formally
askerd for. .The press aside, the tax-
bayers—and even the aldermen—have
absolutely no means of keeping an in-
telligent eye upon the management of
their affairs. The décisicn ‘to close
this sole avenue of publicity must
surely have been made without con-

thé pclitics—involved in it. The posi-
tiow is untenable and the sooner it is

| % 3

ship will have left.
An Oftaws despatch says the Man-
‘itu'na boundary question
[ cpen in so far as it relates

remains
to the di-
visicn of territory between Manitoba
and Ontario, and hints to Premier
Roblin that he need not take the first
train for Ottawa to see about it be-
cause Mr. Borden dces not want him.
Premier Roblin declared definitely a
few days ago trat the boundary ques-
tion had been sett ed, the line sug-
gested by Sir Wilfrid Laurier being
aecepted as satisfactcry. Mr. Rob-
'in's announcement proved something
of a side wind for Sir James Whitney

not secure th= harbor of Port Nelson,
and Sir James promptly declared that
there had heen no-settlement that he
knew anything about, In confirmation

stopbing .competition in the manu-’

the head of them as money behind |

They must either go out of business or '

benefit of a year or two of real com- |

extent to which it can be reduced is |

price paid far the two American-own- |

It is to be hoped we |

is to give the new appointees a free |

before—under consideration; the erec- |

sideration of the principles—or even

abandoned the more prestige His Wor- |

as if true it meant that Ontario would '

'of this comes the Ottawa despatch,
bearing the ear-marks of having been
inspired by Mr. Borden or some of
his colleagues, and designed no doubt
to assist Sir James in his electitn
'campaig‘n‘ Manitoba’s blatherskite
premier is thus in the position of hav-
ing said what was not only untrue, buc
what was undiplomatic; and.the hint
that his further presence’'is not want-
ed at Ottawa seems to indicate that
the party managers there are quite
sore over his indiscreet falsehood.
The Minister cf Finance says he 1S
not interested in trusts or merge:rs.
Who said he was? This pretence of
Im(-ntnl obtuseness will not go. No
one claims that Mr. White is holding
|the dual position of Minister of Fin-
Ennce and beneficiary from the tariff.
traininz but .among the
make and own trusts? TFrom what
viewpoint but theirs has he.learncd
to view the - tariff? What is his
measure of the goodness or badness of
a tariff but that it promotes or does
not pramote their interests? No one
is accusing Mr. White of personal in-
terest in the manipulation of tariff
schedules; but they do accuse him,
|and properly, of
lt!‘.uu:hi and aim the servant of those
interested, and of having
been put into the cabinet by these
men with the kncwledge that his in-

being in Vview,

who are so

{ luence there would be always in their

éholmlf as against that of the
1”(\ may not be in the trusts, but the
| trusts are with him and!they would
‘not be with h1m if they did not know

him for one of themselves in aim and

people.

purpose.

THE NORTH COUNTRY 1S
WORTH OPENING UP,

The session ¢ the Lesgislature whicn

opens today will be memoranble as
| mar the introductéon of a com-
plnhrnﬂ»e scheme for opening up the
[ northern portion of the Province by
{ railways., Hcw many lines it is pro-
| posed to arrange for at this time, and
| where these are to run, are points
which naturally and properly have
{not .been made public, but reserved
for scrutiny beforehand by the mem-
| bers of the House. It has been defi-
'nitely given out by Premier Sifton,
however, that the program will be cne
providing for the construction of such
lines as are needed to open up the
‘districts into which settlement has
ibeen flowing, and of those also which
| though not settled to great extent are
known to contain resources which re-
quire and would justify the lending of
provincial credit.

It would not be correct to say that
this program will provide {"r the be-
ginning aof northern rai cxten-
sion, for railway ex.ci mm into the
northern country hs con proceed-’
ing during the past summer as rapidly
as men and moncy couid carry on
work on the lines already provided
for. To the ncrth the grade has been
| practically completed to Athabasca
L.anding and the lay f the steel is
{ @ matter requiring énly a short time.
Early in the summer trains should be
!running from Edmcnton to this near-
lcst point on the great northern water-
| way system. Tc¢ the northwest, too,
;mpid 'prngress has been made on the
line heading for the Grande Prairie.
From its junction at Onoway with the
 main line of the C. N. R., grading has
{ been done for some fifty miles and it
is understood' steel-laying is in pro-
gress at this time. Work on bcth
| these lines has been rushed as fast as
the men available could carry it on.

This season’s work, prac-
tically exhausts the arrangements so
{far made for northern railway exten-
With the completion of the line
to the Landing the wcerk will have
been carried in that direction as far as
arrangements have been yet
iwhilc the bond guarantee of the
northwestern line covers the distance
of fifty miles, now under constructicn.
With these two lines practically com-
. pleted as far as yet arranged, the time
{is ripe for taking up the question cf
{ their further extensicn, and also for
considering projects for other por-
| tions of the northland where the needs
' of settlement demand or the wealth of
~known resources warrants,

If arrangements could be made for
extending the. narthwesterly line
through to the Grande Prairie as
quickly as practicable this
settle the question in the public mind
as to railway facilities for the north-
western distriet, would some
estimate to be formed as to when the
‘faci]ilies will be available, and wou:d
thus permit the settlement of the
cauntry to proceed with some definite
idea of how long the pionecers will
have to wait for communication with
the outside world. The extension of
the Athabasca Landing line to Fort
McMurray would allow the develop-
‘ment of the oil, asphalt, and other re-
sources of that district to be proceeded
with as rapidly as possible. Another
line running from  the same point
northwestern to Peace River Landing
would accemplish the double object
of throwinz open much country not 2s
vet settled but known to contain valu-
able resources of timber and grazing
| land, and would provide a direct route
to and fram the settlements along the
| Peace. Another line whose early con-
struction is imperative is one
portheasterly through the well-settled
districts north of the river to the east-
_ern boundary of the Province.

The prevision for the building of
these four lines would give a fairly
comprehensive schéeme for the open-
ing up of the country fo the northe
west, the north, and the northeast, for

however,

{ sion.

made,

would

allow

But where did the Minister get his |
men Wwhe

y
]-lmwrsing those sections «f the hint- { to prevent such legalized robbe
settlement has chiefly i Borden said 1 Febr
{

I(rrland where
) taken place, and those others where
:\'aluable resources are already known
| to exist.
‘be a main road from which branches
and feeders could be run as occasion
:oﬂ’ers ta meet "the needs of imur\'en-“
|
|
|
|

| iament can do it. Sir Sandf

ing states that it took $16,5
Edch of these lines wou 1(15“““‘ y to effect the

| and that the differex

amount and the total

r to $13,408,150 (

Cement

stock,
ing districts. With these lines cqm-'
pleted, the question of railway vxten:‘ )

sion into the north country would be

—plain M

and his associ
further ¢ 11 the merger ,in addit
2anization and

practically solved, and the
!prohlums connected with it would be
those of securing extensicns

mainly 2
e progress of settle The comman stock of t
) f se =

and branches as the 5 e

tt - almost invariably,

t 3 > ‘further ex- .

men 'requal‘( and as the 'furthe . o It represents
ploration of the country shows to ¢ t is valuable becat
, prudent. The liability involved would
of course be considerable—cn paper; | ‘ion  und
but the problem t> be solved is a big
of its solution |

ynate methods wi

h money
one, the certain results
are big, and it should be aproached . 1
““of future pos
by Mr. Border
common stock

in a generous spirit and tackled with
all confidence that the north country is
worth opening up.
SIR SANDFORD FLEMING AND
THE CEMENT MERGER.
Winnipeg Free Press—Sir Sandford | sgsociates in art and
Fleming, in placing before the 23W { {s-date alchemy. T
Dominion Gavernment his statement | chemists w mer
in regard to the Cement Merger, i8S | wonder-workers o
renewing the demand *which, when | <3nhce’ are doers.
he made it some six months ago, wita
the old Government in power, was
supporied by Mr. R. L. Borden, wh»
has since become Prime Minister, and
by Mr. Monk, now Minister af Tublic
Works. Mr. Monk brought before 1e advantace
February last the whole | duty on cement,

into near

gold—egold by

Parliament in I
question of these merger methods of
the tariff-protccted “get-rich-quick"”
Napoleons of cur Canadian “high fin-
‘“ance.” Sir Max Aitken, the most
conspicuously’successful of these, h«s
with his rapidly-accumulated millions
swept on his triumphal way into "he
British House of Commons, where he¢ | same per ton per

peses as a pillar «f Empire and a |rate from Duluth to
glorified type of successful Canadian. | neapolis, it would

He has visited Ottawa since the new
Government took office, but surely it

railway rates,

plied. For example
shown in the seri
“Country I
“Rates,” in the F

on cement from ¥ t
Arthur, to Winnipeg,

1

barrel, instead of e

r barrel.

cannot he

yeen with the cynical ex- "
pectation of being able to induce .‘he ’I"HF HEBE ! nr
{ new Government to take a yview of the | RT MAR'{ 4&’?—
matter different fram the view taken | ! e
by Mr. Borden and Mr. Monk in Fab- Ng# ELAHLB EHVEI
ruary last.

in the speech-which he made. in L:e
| Hlouse at Ottawa last February, Mr. | Cose Which Caused Ne
| Monk dealt at length with some twen- tion Reversed and
ll_\' of the mergers which have be xu! decided—Lack oA

formed in this country, including, in Hebert to Withdraw,
addition to the Canada Cement Com- Montreal, Nov.

pany, the Dominion Iron and St22l| the action of 2
Company, the Canadian Colored C2%- | drawing trom
ton Mills Company, the Canadian Con- | Ciouaire mar
solidated Rubber Company, and oth-| the princi
ers. He and Mr. Borden declared th«t X
the existing legislation on the Do-
minion statute was not adequate, and |
that Parliament should provide effe:-
tive means of preventing these ccri-
binations from preying on the public.
‘The attempt to.shut out competition
‘‘and the capitalization of future pos
“sible profits,” said Mr. Borden, ‘“ara
“evils to which the.attention of Par-
‘“liamegt may very weli be directed.’

Speaking of the  Combines Act,
which the late Minister of Labor, Mr.

DOSITICN
Mackenzie King, had defended as pro- | _lt‘uh_ )
viding ail the machinery necessary for ; was declared null ir
the investigation of industrial com- | civil law. Herbert renounce
bines, monopolies, trusts and mergers, | conferr 1 I
and dealing with them in the public | in face of
interest, Mr, Borden gsaid: Dame Clouatr
‘“The Minister of Labor is perfectly | ance of =sull,
satisfied with the existing legislation, | his right t
but I am not sure that it meets the | future tme
case at all. To be perfectly frank, I
do not think is does. I would dismiss
altogether from consideration the op- o
eration of that statute, because I am | s wibecs of N
of the present apinion that it would € cendered
never result .in coping with the two ) 4 the civil status of
evils I have pointed out. There is an- re contracted
other thing that should not be lost | ), . will be
sight of—we have absolute power in nsidered
this Parliament, if we exercise it, to 1 tt 1
gislation which will make the |
continued existence cf these two 2vi's
impossible, so far, of course, as that |
can be attained, in view of the definite | t
rescurcefulness of the men who are !
creating them, and in view also of the |
normous complexity af business tran- | Simply. by the
sactions'in these later days. We mav | duestion w hic
not be able to provide an absolutaly | Whether m“
perfect remedy, but this Parliament BV Rl or o
¥ A is conece rncd
can at least provide a reasonable re- : ot
medg [ inuante on l‘!" part
i : . | means that the J
I'o quote the closing words of Mr. | . -
Beaden's speech on that occasion: ’
“For my part, I am inclined to think i same
that ,instead of investigation, we wa.at |
some legislation. I am inclined to
think that Parliament is at the pr-:—%
sent time possessed of about all i1he
information necessary to enable us 10
put some ‘u:itla:iun cn the
book of Canada.’
Such are the words spoken by Mr.
Borden in Parliament less than ‘en
months ago, as they stand on record
in Hansard. Mr. Borden is now in a
position tc translate his words in'o
action. The public ,out of whose
pockets the mergers are extr 18
millions of dollars annually in extor- | i), ¢
tionate prices, are deeply interestad arr " > Rev. Mr
in the matter, and are looking to the of the Pr tant Chur
Government and Parliament tc take together
in the public interes:, the
Sir Sandford

and w

matter governed purely

Although

statute

effective action
and to do so promptly.
Fleming, whose name is known and
honored throughout the Empire, and
beyond the bounds of the Empire, has
dcne public service of the
value in formulating his direct and
specific charges in r ard to the Ce-
ment Merger.  The whole subject of
the methods of financing and operat- 1.
ing mergers requires to be dealt with On the
in thorough-going fashion at Ottawa; gecis 1 f Mr
the knife is what is needed, not the the decr of His
appiication of poultices, unless it is to esi was confirmed 1
go abroad to the world at large that The civil 'tion
here in Canada a premium is plarcad i
upon robbery, provided it is on a laige
enough scale.

Technically, of course, it is not rob-
bery at all Ccrporate lawyers—.
those exceptionally able and high-
priced ] kals to the lions of finance—
| get their fat fees for seeing to it that
{ the robbery is done in ways and forms

highest

|

that are on the windy side of the law.
Sir Sandford Fleming says in his state-
ment regarding the Cemen Merger
' that the ‘“high finance” methods re- P
sorted to were ‘“‘under the guise cf til ‘the contestation

he
“law,” It is'the duty of Parliament jeen heard bn .merit,
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